
Twelfth	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	-	Cycle	A	
St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Parish	–	Belchertown,	Massachusetts	
June	24/25,	2017	
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om	 Brown’s	 School	 Days	 was	 a	 famous	
British	novel	that	was	made	into	a	movie	
and	became	a	box-office	hit.	Tom	Brown	
was	 a	 very	 popular	 boy	 who	 attended	

boarding	 school	 in	 England.	He	 lived	 in	 one	 of	 the	
school’s	dormitories	with	about	a	dozen	other	boys.	
Whatever	Tom	said	or	did	had	a	big	 impact	on	 the	
other	students.	He	affected	what	they	said	and	what	
they	did.	
	
	 In	 one	 scene,	 a	 new	 boy	 arrived	 at	 the	
school.	 When	 it	 came	 time	 for	 bed,	 the	 new	 boy	
innocently	 knelt	 down	 beside	 his	 bed	 to	 say	 his	
prayers.	 A	 few	 of	 the	 other	 boys	 were	 quite	
surprised	 by	 this	 and	 found	 it	 to	 be	 rather	
humorous.	 Some	 of	 them	began	 to	 laugh	 and	 joke.	
One	 even	 threw	 a	 shoe	 at	 the	 boy	 as	 he	 knelt	 and	
prayed.	
	
	 That	 night,	 Tom	 didn’t	 go	 to	 sleep	 right	
away.	The	incident	with	the	new	boy	bothered	him	
quite	 a	 bit	 and	 caused	 him	 to	 think	 about	 his	
parents	 and	 the	 prayers	 they	 taught	 him	 to	 say	
before	bed;	prayers	he	had	not	said	since	before	he	
arrived	at	the	school.	
	
	 The	 next	 night	 several	 of	 the	 boys	 in	 the	
dormitory	 were	 looking	 forward	 to	 poking	 fun	 at	
the	 new	 boy	 again.	When	 bedtime	 came,	 however,	
something	 quite	 unexpected	 happened.	 When	 the	
new	boy	knelt	down	 to	 say	his	night	prayers,	Tom	
also	knelt	down	to	pray.	When	the	other	boys	in	the	
dormitory	saw	Tom	kneeling	and	praying,	 they	did	
not	carry	out	their	plans	of	ridicule.	
	
	 In	 our	 Gospel	 reading	 today,	 Jesus	 says	 to	
us,	 “Do	 not	 let	 people	 intimidate	 you.....	 What	 you	
hear	 in	 the	 darkness,	 speak	 in	 the	 light.	What	 you	
hear	in	private,	proclaim	from	the	housetops.”	Now,	
this	 is	 not	 an	 invitation	 to	 gossip.	 Jesus	 is	 calling	
upon	us	to	speak	the	truth,	to	proclaim	that	Jesus	is	
our	 Savior,	 to	 proclaim	 the	 great	 and	 marvelous	
love	that	God	has	for	all	of	us.	This	is	a	call	for	us	to	
invite	others	to	share	in	the	faith	with	us.	
	
	 It	wouldn’t	seem	that	this	is	a	difficult	thing	
to	 do	 and	 yet	 it	 is.	 How	 often	 is	 our	 following	 the	
call	of	God	disruptive	of	our	 lives?	How	often	does	

following	the	call	of	God	to	preach	the	Gospel	in	our	
lives	 alienate	 us	 from	 others?	 How	 often	 do	 we	
hesitate	inviting	others	to	share	in	our	worship	and	
life	of	faith,	fearing	rejection	or	ridicule?	
	
	 The	 story	 of	 Tom	 Brown	 shows,	 perhaps	
more	 graphically	 than	 our	 experience	 lends	 itself,	
how	the	living	and	preaching	of	the	Gospel	opens	us	
up	 to	 the	disdain	and	criticism	of	others.	However,	
the	 story	 also,	 more	 subtly,	 shows	 us	 the	
importance	 of	 proclaiming	 our	 faith	 together,	 as	
community,	as	Church.	
	
	 Last	 week	 our	 Scripture	 readings	 focused	
on	 being	 community,	 on	 being	 Church.	 This	 week	
we	 rely	 on	 the	 strength	 and	 support	 of	 that	
community	 to	muster	up	 the	 courage	 to	 follow	 the	
call	of	God	to	preach	the	Gospel	of	Jesus,	the	Gospel	
of	love,	the	Gospel	that	teaches	all	of	us	how	to	live	
and	how	to	love.	
	
	 A	 formidable	 task	 for	we	will	 be	 criticized	
and	others	will	try	to	intimidate	us.	Jesus	tells	us	in	
John’s	 Gospel,	 “If	 the	 world	 hates	 you,	 realize	 it	
hated	me	first....	Remember	the	word	I	spoke	to	you,	
‘No	 slave	 is	 greater	 than	 his	 master.’	 If	 they	
persecuted	me,	they	will	also	persecute	you.	If	they	
kept	my	word,	they	will	also	keep	yours.”	
	
	 The	 Gospel,	 the	 message	 Jesus	 came	 to	
bring,	 was	 a	 challenge	 in	 Jesus’	 day	 and	 it	 is	 a	
challenge	 in	 our	 own	 day.	 Challenge	 is	 difficult.	
Challenge	 is	 something	 many	 people	 avoid	 their	
entire	lives	and	so,	the	challenge	of	the	Gospel,	lived	
in	 the	 lives	of	Christians,	may	be	 a	 threat	 to	 some,	
and	 even	 to	 some	 Christians,	 causing	 them	 to	 lash	
out.	But	we	have	one	another	to	lean	on	for	strength	
and	support.	
	
	 As	 we	 reflect	 on	 the	 call	 of	 Jesus	 to	 shout	
the	truth	from	the	housetops,	let	us	ask	God	for	the	
strength	we	need	to	speak	and	to	act	 in	 the	 face	of	
the	 injustice,	 oppression	 and	prejudice	which	 exist	
in	 our	 world.	 Through	 our	 actions	 and	 our	 words	
and	our	very	 lives,	may	all	know	that	 the	Gospel	 is	
alive	and	calling	out	for	truth.	May	our	lives	reflect	a	
steadfast	 hope	 in	 that	 truth,	 which	 is	 the	 undying	
love	of	God.	✠	

T 

http://www.usccb.org/bible/readings/062517.cfm

