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Inattention	is	a	great	threat	to	our	faith	
lives,	and	thus	to	our	daily	lives,	and	our	
eternal	 lives.	Have	I	got	your	attention?	
You	don’t	want	to	miss	this….	
We	know	that	a	garden	will	die	without	
attention.	Just	as	in	Jesus’	parable	of	the	
wheat	and	weeds	a	couple	of	weeks	ago,	
where	 weeds	 threatened	 to	 choke	 off	
the	 wheat,	 we	 know	 that	 a	 lack	 of	
attention	 –	 watering,	 fertilizing,	
weeding,	 trimming	 –	 will	 kill	 off	 a	
garden.	
	

	 Now	 look	 at	 Peter,	 focusing	 his	
full	attention	on	 Jesus,	and	believing	he	
could	 get	 out	 of	 the	 boat	 and	 walk	 on	
the	water.	And	he	was	able	to…	But	the	
world	 causes	 doubt	 in	 our	minds,	 even	
of	 that	 which	 we	 actually	 see	 –	 like	
Peter	 actually	 seeing	 Jesus	 in	 front	 of	
him	 –	 it	 causes	 worry	 to	 happen,	 and,	
like	 Peter,	 we	 start	 to	 slip…	 Now,	 our	
faith	can	 lead	us	 to	a	 life	 full	of	 joy	and	
love,	 if	we	keep	our	eyes	on	 the	source	
of	that	joy	and	love.	But	when	the	world	
crashes	 in,	 with	 all	 its	 distracting	
storms,	 we	 might	 let	 it	 interfere	 with	
our	 vision,	 and	 we	 may	 end	 up	
drowning	 –	 in	 a	 sea	 of	 negativity,	
despair	and	doubt.		
	

	 We	 can	 all	 experience	 that	 Aha	
moment	 –	 of	 seeing	 the	 true	 goal	 of	
life…	 thinking,	 “if	 I	 could	 just	 keep	 this	
moment	 of	 clarity,	 I	 could	 easily	 keep	
my	eyes	on	God	forever.”		But	that	won’t	
happen	if	the	world	puts	other	things	in	
front	 of	 us,	 things	 that	 appear	 to	 be	
‘real’…	 when	 we	 allow	 ourselves	 to	
believe	 that	 ‘only	 what	 the	 world	 can	
show	 us’	 is	 the	 truth	 –	 forgetting	what	

God	 has	 clearly	 revealed.	 Remember	
what	we	just	heard:	
	

He	said,	"Come."	Peter	got	out	of	the	boat	
and	began	 to	walk	 on	 the	water	 toward	
Jesus.	But	 when	 he	 saw	 how	 strong	 the	
wind	 was	 he	 became	 frightened;	 and,	
beginning	 to	 sink,	 he	 cried	 out,	 "Lord,	
save	 me!"	Immediately	 Jesus	 stretched	
out	his	hand	and	caught	Peter.	
	

	 So,	when	we	 take	our	eyes	off	of	
Him	 –	 the	 truth	 of	who	he	 is	 and	what	
he	promises	–	we	begin	to	drown.		
	

	 This	 can	 happen	 to	 all	 of	 us	 in	
moments	of	extreme	busy-ness.	Shortly,	
many	 of	 our	 not-so-young-anymore	
children	 are	 heading	 off	 to	 college,	 or	
are	 in	 the	midst	of	 finding	a	college	 for	
next	year.	This	 is	a	busy	 time	 for	 them,	
and	their	parents,	and	their	families.	But	
you’ve	 all	 heard	 the	 phrase,	 “if	 you're	
too	busy	to	pray,	then	you're	too	busy."	
Sometimes	that	busy-ness	may	lead	to	a	
time	 where	 God	 is	 no	 longer	 the	 focal	
point	in	their	lives.	With	all	that’s	going	
on	in	their	lives,	they	can	take	their	eyes	
off	the	Lord.	They	need	to	discover	how	
they	can	regain	the	spirituality	that	they	
may	 have	 lost…	 but	 in	 ways	 that	 will	
work	for	them	and	their	busy	schedules.	
Keeping	prayer	 in	a	busy	 life	should	be	
one	 of	 all	 of	 our	 top	 priorities…	 unless	
we	want	 to	 sink	 into	 a	 sort	 of	 spiritual	
emptiness.		It	certainly	isn’t	easy	–	after	
all,	 even	 Jesus	 had	 difficulty	 finding	
enough	time	for	prayer.		
	
	 The	 story	 we	 just	 heard	
immediately	 follows	 the	 feeding	 of	 the	
five	thousand.	As	the	story	opens,	 Jesus	



himself	 is	still	 trying	to	 find	time	to	get	
away…	to	be	by	himself	 for	prayer.	The	
crowds	 following	 him	 interrupted	 him.	
But	 Jesus	 had	 his	 priorities	 set,	 and	
rearranged	 his	 actions	 to	 allow	himself	
time	alone	to	pray.	
	

	 Focusing	 on	 priorities	 is	 an	
important	task	 in	our	 lives.	 I	encourage	
you	 to	 continue	 to	 clarify	 your	
priorities.	Challenge	yourselves	to	make	
sure	 you	 are	 spending	 your	 time	doing	
the	 things	 that	 are	 important,	 not	 just	
those	that	are	urgent.		
In	our	lives	as	Christians,	God	has	to	be	
the	 top	 priority.	 The	 way	 we	 live	 our	
daily	lives	should	give	evidence	that	God	
is	 our	 top	 priority.	 Our	 sight	 must	 be	
firmly	 fixed	 on	 Him,	 in	 all	 of	 our	
activities.	
	

Peter	gets	out	of	 the	boat	and	walks	on	
water.	 As	 long	 as	 Peter	 keeps	 his	 eyes	
on	Jesus,	he	is	able	to	do	it.		
	

	 When	 he	 focuses	 on	 the	 storm	
around	him,	and	not	on	Jesus,	he	falters.		
In	that	first	year	in	college,	students	can	
become	 distracted	 from	 some	 of	 the	
things	that	have	been	priorities	for	them	
as	 they	were	 growing	 up,	 like	 going	 to	
Mass	 and	 praying…	 like	 making	
decisions	 that	will	 let	 them	become	the	
Best	 Versions	 of	 Themselves,	 rather	
than	 just	 the	 most	 popular	 version	 of	
themselves.	
	

	 We	 all	 need	 to	 think	 about	what	
the	 waves	 and	 	 winds	 of	 life	 are	 that	
cause	us	 to	 falter	 and	 take	our	 eyes	off	
Jesus.	 Sometimes	 when	 the	 world	
crashes	 in,	 with	 all	 its	 buffeting	
distractions,	we	too	begin	to	sink.		
	
	 But,	 even	 though	 Peter	 becomes	
fearful,	 falters	 and	 loses	 faith,	 Jesus	 is	

there	 to	 extend	 a	 hand	 and	 catch	 him.	
Have	 you	 ever	 experienced	 Jesus	
reaching	out	his	hand	to	pick	you	up	 in	
the	midst	of	a	storm?	
	

	 Let’s	use	a	scene	from	this	story…	
Please	 close	 your	 eyes	 for	 a	 moment…	
now	imagine	yourselves	in	a	boat	on	the	
waters	of	your	life…	How	rough	are	the	
seas?	 …	
Are	you	alone	in	the	boat?	…	Is	the	boat	
adrift…	or	steering	a	steady	course?	…	Is	
Jesus	there	with	you?	…	
	

	 In	the	story,	when	the	winds	died	
down,	 and	 the	 disciples	 realized	 what	
had	 happened,	 they	 were	 struck	 with	
awe	 and	 showed	 Jesus	 reverence.	
Reverence	 and	 awe	 are	 sometimes	 the	
missing	elements	of	today’s	spirituality.	
When	 we	 take	 the	 time	 to	 recognize	
God's	greatness,	we	are	struck	with	awe	
and	wonder.		
	

	 So,	what	does	 all	 of	 this	mean?	 -	
Don’t	take	your	eyes	off	of	the	Way,	the	
Truth,	 and	 the	 Light	 	 -	 Jesus	 Christ.	
When	we	let	worldly	concerns	storm	in	
on	 us,	 we	 can	 lose	 sight	 of	 Jesus,	 the	
Everlasting	 Peace…	 and	 we	 can	 sink	 –	
just	 like	 Peter,	 when	 he	 takes	 his	 eyes	
off	 Jesus,	 and	 loses	 that	 essential	 trust	
and	 spiritual	 peace	 –	 he	 lets	 the	 storm	
take	over,	and	he	sinks	and	would	have	
drowned	if	Jesus	had	not	reached	out	to	
save	him.		
	

	 We	need	to	remember	that,	in	the	
midst	of	the	storms	of	our	daily	lives,	as	
we	 sometimes	 feel	 ourselves	 sinking,	
Jesus	 is	 there,	 through	 the	 Holy	 Spirit,	
offering	his	hand	to	support	us	and	save	
us;	He	only	needs	us	 to	 fix	our	gaze	on	
Him,	 to	 know	 that	 what	 we	 believe	 is	
the	truth.		Then…	we	are	saved.	

	


