
Homily	for	the	33rd	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
Fr.	Jack	Sheaffer	
St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Parish	–	Belchertown,	MA	
November	19,	2017	
	
Scripture	Readings:	Proverbs	31:10-13,	19-20,	30-31	✠	Psalm	6128	✠	1	Thessalonians	5:1-6	✠	Matthew	25:14-30	

	
ome	 people	 cannot	 play	 a	 musical	
instrument;	 some	 people	 cannot	
sing	 outside	 of	 the	 shower.	 But	

that’s	not	all	there	is	to	being	talented.	Some	
of	 us	 can	 dance	 and	 some	 of	 us	 can	 act	 or	
paint	 or	 write	 or	 cook	 or	 think	 brilliant	
thoughts	or	fix	anything	that	is	broken.	
	

But	that’s	not	the	whole	story	of	how	
God	gives	 talents	 to	 those	who	are	servants	
of	his	will.	We	are	each	given	talents	by	God	
who	 provides	 us	 with	 every	 grace	 and	
blessing,	 every	 moment	 of	 our	 lives.	 These	
talents	may	 lead	us	 to	a	specific	vocation	to	
teaching	 or	 scientific	 endeavors,	 working	
with	 our	 hands	 or	 our	 heads,	 community	
service	 or	 civic	 leadership,	 marriage	 and	
family	life	or	priesthood	or	religious	life.	But	
our	job	or	our	role	is	only	one	expression	of	
the	divine	talent	that	has	been	given	to	us.	
	

Another	 expression	 of	 that	 talent	 is	
found	in	bringing	to	fruition	the	seeds	of	the	
Holy	 Spirit	 that	 have	 been	 planted	 in	 us:	
those	 nine	 elements	 of	 mature	 Christianity	
listed	in	the	letter	to	the	Galatians:	love,	joy,	
peace,	 patience,	 kindness,	 generosity,	
faithfulness,	gentleness	and	self-control.	
	

Each	 Christian	 has	 been	 entrusted	
with	 these	 nine	 talents,	 so	 to	 speak,	 and	
none	of	us	is	exempt	from	nurturing	them	to	
a	 ripe	 harvest.	 While	 we	 may	 work	 on	 the	
development	of	many	talents	that	help	us	in	
our	work	or	some	special	 interest	or	hobby	
we	have,	 so	 too	must	we	work	hard	so	 that	
we	 may	 produce	 fruit	 through	 the	 ways	
God’s	Spirit	is	alive	in	us.	We	need	to	master	
these	talents	or	gifts.	
	

We	 need	 to	 master	 love.	 Whatever	
our	capacity	for	love	is,	we	need	to	widen	it	

every	 day,	 practicing	
mercy,	 tenderness,	 and	
compassion,	 especially	
when	 it’s	 hard	 to	do	 so.	
The	 more	 we	 love,	 the	
more	we	can	love.	
	

We	 need	 to	
master	 joy.	We	 should	 take	delight	 in	 small	
things:	the	first	snowflake	of	winter,	a	child’s	
trust,	the	greeting	of	a	stranger	on	the	street,	
someone	else’s	 good	news.	 In	 a	 culture	 and	
world	that	often	depresses	us,	we	may	need	
to	 start	 slow.	 If	 we	 cannot	 feel	 joyful,	 then	
we	 might	 start	 with	 simple	 gratitude	 for	
every	 good	 thing	 that	 comes	 our	 way	 and	
then	work	up	from	there.	
	

We	 need	 to	 master	 peace.	 We	 can	
choose	non-violence	in	our	speech,	be	a	little	
slower	 to	 take	 offense,	 be	 charitable	 in	
giving	 the	 other	 person	 the	 benefit	 of	 the	
doubt	 when	 we	 feel	 hurt.	 Whenever	 fierce	
feelings	 arise	 within	 us,	 we	 may	 counter	
them	 with	 some	 quiet	 time,	 prayer	 for	 the	
offender,	 forgiveness,	 and	 letting	 ourselves	
off	the	hook	for	a	change.	
	

We	 all	 pray	 for	miracles	 in	 our	 lives	
when	we	want	some	change	but	the	miracle	
is	 that	 most	 of	 us	 usually	 already	 have	 the	
gifts	 and	 talents	 to	 make	 that	 change	
happen.	 It	 will	 take	 effort;	 it	 will	 take	
practice	and	it	will	take	the	continued	grace	
of	God	 that	we	receive	whenever	we	gather	
together	to	listen	to	God’s	Word	and	to	share	
in	His	Body	and	Blood	 in	 the	 celebration	of	
the	Eucharist.	Through	openness	 to	 the	will	
of	 God,	 through	 spiritual	 nourishment	 and	
spiritual	exercise,	all	things	are	possible	with	
God.	✠	
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