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hildren	ask	a	lot	of	questions.	They	will	
ask	one	question	and	then,	having	gotten	
the	 answer,	 they	 sometimes	
immediately	 ask	 another	question,	 and	

another,	 and	 another….	 As	 they	 grow	 into	
adolescence,	 they	 begin	 to	 ask	 more	 pointed	
questions,	wanting	answers	to	questions	that	are	
sometimes	unanswerable.	Over	time,	they	come	to	
the	realization	that	some	of	life’s	deeper	questions	
don’t	 have	 “black-and-white,”	 concise,	 definitive	
answers.	As	adults,	we	know	well	that,	sometimes,	
we	 have	 to	 accept	 that	we	will	 always	 live	with	
some	amount	ambiguity.	We	know	that	all	of	our	
questioning	just	won’t	solve	many	of	the	mysteries	
that	 we	 encounter	 in	 our	 lives.	 Nonetheless,	we	
continue	to	seek	out	and	enjoy	new	discoveries,	all	
while	coming	to	 terms	with	“not	knowing”	as	an	
inevitable	fact	of	life.	
	

In	 today’s	 gospel	 passage,	 Jesus	 speaks	
about	 the	 mystery	 of	 growth.	 A	 farmer	 scatters	
seed	on	good	soil;	having	done	this,	all	he	can	do	is	
work	on	other	things	while	nature	takes	over	and	
does	its	own	work,	producing	first	the	shoot,	then	
the	ear,	then	the	full	grain	in	the	ear,	until	the	crop	
is	ready	for	harvest.		

	
In	the	parable,	the	farmer	does	not	know	

how	 all	 of	 this	 happens.	 Between	 his	 actions	 of	
sowing	 the	seed	and	harvesting	 the	crop,	nature	
does	 its	 own	 work	 in	 a	 way	 that	 is	 somewhat	
mysterious	 to	 the	 him.	 Even	 today,	 despite	 the	
progress	of	science,	there	are	still	many	things	in	
our	world	that	we	do	not	fully	understand.	
	

There	is	an	encouraging	message	here	for	
those	 who	 are	 disheartened	 by	 the	 slow	
development	 of	 goodness	 in	 our	 world:	 the	
spreading	 of	 God’s	 kingdom	 is,	 ultimately,	 the	
work	of	God;	 that	work	 is	happening	even	when	
we	 do	 not	 see	 it	 or	 understand	 it	 or	 are	 even	
confused	by	it.	BUT	we	have	a	vital	role	to	play	in	
bringing	to	fruition	the	work	of	the	LORD	among	us,	
just	as	the	farmer	has	a	role	to	play	in	the	coming	
of	 the	 final	 harvest.	 Note,	 however,	 that	 first	
parable	in	the	gospel	warns	us	against	overvaluing	
our	 role	 in	 that	 process.	 St.	 Paul	 expresses	 this	
view	quite	well	in	his	first	letter	to	the	Corinthians	

where	 he	 says.	 “Neither	
the	 one	 who	 plants,	 nor	
the	 one	 who	 waters	 are	
anything,	 but	 only	 God,	
who	causes	growth.”		

										(1	Corinthians	3:7)	
	
																			The	 second	
parable	 in	 today’s	 gospel	
passage	tells	us	that	God’s	
work	 may	 be	 done	 in	
surprising	 ways	 and	 places.	 There	 is	 a	 clear	
contrast	 between	the	 tiny	mustard	 seed	and	the	
large	bush	that	grows	from	it.	The	mustard	bush	is	
so	large	that	its	branches	provides	a	refuge	where	
the	birds	of	 the	air	can	nest.	Tiny	and	seemingly	
insignificant	beginnings	can	lead	 to	breathtaking	
results.		

	
The	kingdom	of	God	is	like	that;	it	is	often	

expressed	initially	in	what	is	small	and	seemingly	
insignificant.	We	may	believe	that	our	own	faith	is	
small	and	insignificant,	as	tiny	as	a	mustard	seed.	
However,	 Jesus	assures	us	 that	the	Holy	Spirit	 is	
working	 in	and	through	such	 faith.	Our	 faith	can	
appear	as	small	as	a	mustard	seed;	but	such	tiny	
hope	 is	 enough	 for	 the	 LORD	 to	 work	 with.	 Our	
many	efforts	may	seem	to	produce	paltry	results,	
but	 the	parable	assures	us	 that	 the	 final	 harvest	
from	our	efforts	will	be	abundant.	
	

We	must	learn	to	be	content	with	the	fact	
that	we	can	make	only	a	small	contribution	toward	
a	 better	 world	 and	 trust	 that	 it	 will	 still	 have	
significance.	The	kingdom	of	God	is	being	worked	
out	in	quiet	and	humble	ways.	We	need	to	learn	to	
appreciate	that	little	things	and	small	gestures	are	
of	great	 importance.	We	may	not	be	called	 to	be	
heroes	or	martyrs,	but	we	are	called	to	put	a	little	
dignity,	some	seed	of	the	kingdom	of	God	into	our	
own	 little	 corner	 of	 the	 world.	 There	 are	 little	
seeds	 of	 the	 kingdom	 that	 all	 of	 us	 can	 sow,	 a	
friendly	 gesture	 towards	 someone	 in	 trouble,	 a	
welcoming	smile	for	someone	who	is	alone,	a	sign	
of	closeness	for	someone	in	despair,	a	little	ray	of	
joy	for	a	person	in	distress.	God’s	kingdom	comes	
in	great	ways	through	the	tiny	actions	of	each	of	
one	us.	X	
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