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everal	years	ago,	I	was	visiting	some	close	
friends.	Their	son	Parker	is	my	godson.	At	
the	time,	Parker	was	a	one-year-old.	While	

I	 was	 visiting,	 the	 telephone	 rang,	 and	 Parker’s	
father,	 Mark,	 answered	 the	 phone.	 The	 caller	
asked	to	speak	with	Parker.	Parker’s	Dad	laughed	
and	 asked	 who	 was	 calling.	 It	 was	 the	
representative	of	 some	credit	 card	company	who	
wanted	to	talk	to	Parker	about	his	financial	future.	
Once	the	caller	found	out	that	Parker	was	not	only	
too	young	to	discuss	such	issues	but	also	unable	to	
speak	 at	 all,	 he,	 too,	 found	 great	 humor	 in	 the	
situation.	
	
	 The	 caller	 from	 the	 company	 was	 not	
being	ignorant.	He	was	relying	on	a	computer	that	
gave	 him	Parker’s	 name	 and	phone	 number.	 The	
computer,	unlike	the	caller,	was	unable	to	find	out	
details	of	who	Parker	is	and	what	his	interests	or	
capabilities	were.	
	
	 Most,	if	not	all	of	us,	are	from	time	to	time,	
touched	 by	 the	 fast-paced	 business	 world	 that	
relies	 on	 computers,	 mailing	 lists,	 automatic	
calling	and	the	like.	They	all	try	to	be	personal	and	
yet	we	know	that	somehow	our	names	fit	 in	with	
millions	of	others	into	the	same	information	being	
pushed	 at	 us.	 They	 are,	 in	 fact,	 very	 impersonal	
and	can	make	us	think	that	we	are	unimportant.	
	
	 If	 you	 are	 tempted	 to	 think	 this	 way,	 to	
think	 that	 you	 are	 unimportant,	 then	 today’s	
Gospel	message	is	just	for	you.	Our	Gospel	reading	
is	 perhaps	 one	 of	 the	 most	 famous	 discourses	
given	 by	 Jesus.	 It	 comes	 from	his	 Sermon	 on	 the	
Mount	 and	 it	 tells	 each	 one	 of	 us	 that	 we	 are,	
indeed,	very	important.	Each	one	of	us	is	made	in	
the	 image	of	God	and	we	are	destined	 to	be	with	
God.	If	this	doesn’t	make	us	important,	then	I	don’t	
know	what	does.	
	
	 The	reason	the	Sermon	on	the	Mount	is	so	
important		—	especially	for	us	today—	is	precisely	
because	 it	 sends	 us	 a	 message	 that	 is	 so	 totally	
different	from	the	message	that	the	world	tries	to	
send	us.	The	world	tells	us	that	we	are	like	a	box	
of	tissue	—	disposable.	The	world	tells	us	that	we	
are	 like	 an	 old	 newspaper	 —	 recyclable.	 The	
world	 tells	 us	 that	 we	 are	 like	 a	 spare	 part	 —	
expendable.	Our	problem	is	that,	after	a	while,	we	
tend	to	believe	what	the	world	tells	us.	
	
	 There	 is	 an	 old	 legend	 about	 a	 young	
native	American	boy.	You	may	be	familiar	with	it.	

It	 fits	 in	 so	 well	 with	 Jesus’	 point	 in	 our	 Gospel	
reading	 that	 it	 deserves	 to	 be	 repeated	 over	 and	
over	again.	
	
	 One	 day	 this	 little	 native	 American	 boy	
found	and	eagle	egg.	He	took	the	egg	and	placed	it	
among	 a	 bunch	 of	 chicken	 eggs.	 Before	 long,	 the	
eaglet	hatched	into	a	brood	of	chickens.	The	eaglet	
grew	up	with	 the	chickens.	 It	 scratched	 for	seeds	
the	way	 the	 chickens	 did.	 It	 cackled	 the	way	 the	
chickens	did.	It	thrashed	its	wings	and	flew	a	few	
feet	off	 the	ground	the	way	the	chickens	did.	The	
eaglet	really	thought	it	was	a	chicken.	
	
	 Then	 one	 day,	 the	 eaglet	 looked	 into	 the	
clear	blue	 sky.	There	 it	 saw	a	marvelous	 sight.	 It	
saw	 a	 magnificent	 bird	 soaring	 majestically	
through	the	sky	on	two	big	golden	wings.	The	little	
eaglet’s	breath	was	taken	away.	Excitedly,	it	called	
out	 to	 an	 older	 chicken,	 “What	 kind	 of	 bird	 is	
that?”	 “That’s	 an	 eagle,”	 said	 the	 older	 chicken.	
“But	forget	about	it!	You	could	never	soar	like	that	
in	a	million	years!”	
	
	 This	 is	 the	 same	 disheartening	 message	
that	 Jesus	preached	against	 in	his	Sermon	on	 the	
Mount.	This	is	the	same	message	that	Jesus	fought	
against	 throughout	 his	 life	 and	 ministry.	 The	
world	 can	 tell	 us	 that	we	 are	not	 important,	 that	
we	 cannot	 amount	 to	 anything,	 that	 we	 cannot	
hold	our	rightful	dignified	place	in	the	world.	Jesus	
says,	 ‘No!’	 Jesus	 says	 that	all	of	us	are	 important,	
that	 all	 of	 us	 hold	 a	 special	 place	 in	 the	 heart	 of	
God,	that	a	place	has	been	reserved	for	each	one	of	
us	in	the	kingdom	of	heaven.	
	
	 Jesus	tells	those	of	us	who	feel	disposable:	
“Blessed	are	you	who	are	poor,	for	the	kingdom	of	
God	is	yours.”	He	says	to	those	who	feel	recyclable,	
whom	 the	world	does	not	 help	 in	 need:	 “Blessed	
are	you	who	are	hungry,	for	you	will	be	satisfied.”	
To	 those	who	 live	 in	sorrow,	who	 the	world	sees	
as	 expendable,	 Jesus	 says:	 “Blessed	 are	 you	who	
are	weeping,	 for	 you	 shall	 laugh.”	 To	 all	 of	 us,	 in	
our	weaknesses,	in	our	pains,	in	our	struggles	and	
even	 in	 our	 happiness,	 Jesus	 says:	 “Rejoice!	 The	
kingdom	of	God	is	yours.”	
	
	 As	we	reflect	on	the	words	of	Jesus	in	our	
Gospel	 and	as	we	 reflect	on	 the	great	 gift	we	are	
given	 in	 life	 and	 love	 and	 salvation,	 may	 we	
recognize	 that	 we	 are,	 indeed,	 important	 in	 the	
eyes	of	God;	the	eyes	that	matter	most.	X	
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