
Third	Sunday	of	Lent	–	Year	C	
March	24,	2019	
	
Scripture Readings: Exodus 3:1-8a, 13-15 X Psalm 103:1-4, 6-8, 11 X 1 Corinthians 10:1-6, 10-12 X Luke 13:1-9 
	

	man	went	 into	 a	 pet	 store	 one	
day	 to	 buy	 some	 fish	 food.	 His	
attention	 was	 diverted	 to	 a	

parrot	 in	 a	 nearby	 cage.	 In	 addition	 to	
being	 a	 beautiful	 bird,	 the	 parrot	 was	
singing	 “Easter	 Parade.”	 The	 man	
immediately	bought	the	bird	and	took	it	
home	where	he	doted	on	it.	
	
	 At	Easter,	the	man	was	hosting	a	
party.	He	offhandedly	remarked	that	he	
had	 a	 bird	 that	 could	 sing	 “Easter	
Parade.”	His	friends	dismissed	the	claim	
as	ridiculous.	The	man	insisted	the	bird	
could	sing	and	asked	 if	 they	would	 like	
to	 make	 a	 wager.	 His	 friends	 decided	
that	 this	would	be	easy	money,	 so	 they	
made	the	bet	and,	together,	bet	the	man	
one	hundred	dollars.	
	
	 The	man	 took	 the	 parrot	 out	 of	
its	cage,	gently	petted	it	and	said,	“Sing.”	
But	 nothing	 happened;	 the	 bird	 didn’t	
open	 its	 beak.	 The	man	 asked	 the	 bird	
to	 sing	 again	 but	 again,	 nothing	
happened.	Losing	his	patience,	 the	man	
demanded	 that	 the	bird	 sing.	But	not	 a	
sound.	For	some	time,	the	man	pleaded	
with	 the	 bird	 and	 threatened	 that	 he	
must	 sing	 “Easter	Parade,”	but	 the	bird	
just	 sat	 perched	 in	 front	 of	 the	 crowd.	
Humiliated,	the	man	paid	up.	
	
	 As	 soon	 as	 his	 friends	 left,	 the	
man	 grabbed	 the	 bird	 and	 said,	 “Give	
me	 one	 good	 reason	 why	 I	 shouldn’t	
roast	you	for	dinner	tonight!”	
	
	 The	 bird	 calmly	 looked	 at	 the	
man	 and	 replied,	 “Just	 think	 of	 the	
killing	 we’ll	 make	 this	 winter	 with	
“White	Christmas.”	
	

	 Too	 often	 we	 let	 ourselves	 be	
overcome	 by	 our	 failures,	 our	
disappointments,	 and	 our	 mistakes.	 In	
those	moments,	 it	 can	 be	 very	 difficult	
to	 see	 any	 reason	 for	 hope,	 to	 see	 the	
possibility	 for	 anything	 positive	 to	
result	 from	 the	 troubles	 that	 we’ve	
created	for	ourselves.	However,	our	life	
of	 faith	 in	God	 is	 always	 about	 starting	
over	 again,	 about	 re-creation,	 about	
growth	 and	 discovery,	 about	 the	 grace	
to	make	things	well.	
	
	 Today’s	 parable	 of	 the	 fig	 tree	
has	 been	 called	 the	 “Gospel	 of	 the	
Second	 Chance.”	 The	 gardener	 pleads	
for	 the	 tree,	 asking	 that	 it	 be	 given	
another	 year	 to	 bear	 fruit.	 We	 always	
live	 in	 the	hope	and	mercy	of	God	who	
keeps	giving	us	“second	chances”	to	rise	
from	 the	 ashes	 of	 sin	 to	 rebuild	 and	
reform	our	lives.	
	
	 God’s	 love	 knows	 neither	 limits	
nor	 conditions;	 since	 the	 calls	 of	
Abraham	 and	 Moses,	 God	 continues	 to	
call	 us	 back,	 despite	 our	many	 failures,	
despite	 the	 times	 when	 our	 faith	 is	
lacking.	
	
	 The	 only	 sufficient	 response	we	
can	 make	 to	 such	 generous	 mercy,	
compassion,	 and	 forgiveness	 from	 God	
is	to	be	as	forgiving	of	one	another	and	
as	 supportive	 as	 we	 can	 be	 of	 those	
struggling	 through	 their	 second,	 third,	
or	however	many	chances.	X	
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