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ack in 1974, workers accidentally 
discovered an incredible treasure. 
Digging in China’s Yellow River 

Valley, they found scores of life-sized 
painted statues of warriors, horses and 
chariots. The treasure they discovered was 
part of a 2,000-year-old burial ground. 
Experts now estimate that there are about 
6,000 of these statues of life-sized warriors. 
The experts say that this amazing army was 
ordered created by Emperor Chin to protect 
him from his enemies after death. He is the 
same emperor who ordered the Great Wall 
of China built to protect his empire from 
outside enemies. 

Emperor Chin had a great fear of 
death and spent his last years searching for a 
fountain of youth which his magicians told 
him existed on some far away island. Of 
course, he never found it. 

Since the beginning of time, it 
seems, the human heart has resisted the idea 
that death is the end of life. It has dreamed 
of eternal life. Some deep-down instinct tells 
us that this life of sorrow and 
disappointment is not an end but a 
beginning. 

What the instinct of the human heart 
tells us is the very thing that Jesus also tells 
us in today’s Gospel. He tells us that this life 
is not the end. There is, indeed, something 
more to come; we were made for eternal 
life. 

But our understanding of eternal life 
doesn’t stop there. What the human heart 

tells us and what Jesus tells us, modern 
science also tells us. 

Scientist Wernher von Braun, who, 
more than anyone one else, deserves credit 
for putting a human being on the moon, 
made this point clear: He said that many 
people used scientific discoveries to 
discount religious ideas. He, however, 
thought that science had a real surprise for 
skeptics. He said that science tells us that 
nothing, not even the tiniest particle, can 
disappear without a trace. He said nature 
does not know extinction but knows only 
transformation. 

Von Braun continued saying, “Now 
if God applied this fundamental principle to 
the most minute and insignificant parts of 
[the] universe, doesn’t it make sense to 
assume that He applied it also to the human 
soul? Nothing,” he said, “disappears without 
a trace. 

And so even science, it seems, 
promotes the idea of the eternal. 

As a people who long for the eternal 
life that God has promised us will be ours, 
we are also aware of the need to live lives 
that are worthy of the promise that God has 
given us; we are aware of the call God gives 
us to live lives of loving service of God and 
neighbor. May our faith and hope for eternal 
life guide us to live the kind of life God has 
called us to live and may we always rely on 
Christ, our Good shepherd to lead us in the 
ways of love, charity, and faith. X 
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