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ne	day,	as	usually	was	the	case,	a	young	boy
in	 tattered	 clothes	 stood	on	 the	 corner	and

begged	for	food,	money,	or	whatever	he	could	get.	
The	boy	was	quite	dirty	and	quite	disheveled.		

As	 it	 happened,	 a	 well-to-do	 woman	
passed	that	corner	without	giving	the	young	boy	a	
second	 look.	 But	 when	 she	 returned	 to	 her	
expensive	 home,	 her	 happy	 and	 comfortable	
family,	 and	 her	 well-laden	 dinner	 table,	 her	
thoughts	returned	to	the	young	boy	on	the	corner	
and	 she	 found	 herself	 getting	 angry	 at	 God	 for	
allowing	such	conditions	to	exist.	

Later	 on,	 in	 the	 evening	 as	 the	 woman	
was	 saying	 her	 evening	 prayers,	 she	 reproached	
God	 and	 asked,	 “How	 can	 you	 let	 this	 happen?	
Why	don’t	you	do	something	to	help	that	poor	boy	
and	 the	 millions	 of	 others	 like	 him?”	 Then	 the	
woman	heard	a	voice	come	from	deep	within	her	
soul.	 It	was	the	voice	of	God	and	it	said,	“I	did	do	
something.	I	created	you.”1	

In	our	Gospel	reading	today,	Jesus	gives	a	
final	command	to	His	disciples	and	to	us.	He	says,	
“I	 give	 you	 a	 new	 commandment:	 love	 one	
another.	 As	 I	 have	 loved	 you,	 so	 you	 also	 should	
love	one	another.”2	

This	 sounds	 like	a	very	 simple	 command	
but,	 in	reality,	 it	 is	not.	The	simple	part	 is	 to	 love	
those	who	 love	 us.	 It	 is	 very	 easy	 for	 us	 to	 look	
past	 the	 faults	 and	 foibles	 of	 our	 friends	 and	
family.3	 Sure,	 we	 might	 be	 critical	 of	 them	 for	
different	things,	but	it	takes	a	lot	for	us	to	turn	our	
backs	on	them.	

The	kind	of	 love	Jesus	talks	about	is	very	
difficult	because	for	us	to	truly	love	one	another	as	
Jesus	 has	 loved	 us	 means	 that	 we	 have	 to	 love	
those	 that	 society	 says	 are	 unlovable	 or	
undeserving	 of	 our	 love.	 For	 each	 person,	 the	
people	who	fit	 into	these	categories	are	different.	
Perhaps	 those	 we	 have	 difficulty	 loving	 are	
criminals,	the	poor,	the	rich,	the	mentally	ill,	those	
of	different	races	and	cultures,	those	who	are	sick	
through	 their	 lack	 of	 care	 for	 themselves,	 people	
who	are	angry,	people	who	are	mean,	people	who	
hold	 different	 values	 than	 we	 do,	 people	 who	

seem	arrogant,	 or	people	who	have	a	whole	host	
of	 personalities	 that	 rub	 against	 our	 own.	
Suddenly,	 Jesus’	command	to	 love	one	another	as	
He	 has	 loved	 us	 doesn’t	 seem	 so	 easy.	 Yet,	 Jesus	
loves	all	of	these	people	as	He	loved	the	same	kind	
of	 people	when	He	walked	 this	 earth	 just	 as	 you	
and	I	do	today.	

Each	of	us	is	called	to	walk	as	Jesus	did	if	
we	wish	to	enter	the	kingdom	of	God	at	the	end	of	
time.	 And	 Jesus	 tells	 us	 that	 whoever	 wishes	 to	
come	after	Him,	that	person	must	deny	himself	or	
herself,	 take	 up	 their	 cross	 and	 follow	 Him.4	We	
must	 follow	 Jesus’	 example	 of	 selfless	 love	 and	
charity.	We	must	reach	out	to	those	in	need,	those	
who	 are	 suffering,	 those	 who	 are	 lonely	 or	
oppressed	and,	 through	our	words	and	actions	of	
compassion,	 convey	 to	 them	 the	 loving	 presence	
of	God	in	our	midst.	

God	 made	 each	 of	 us	 to	 share	 His	 love	
with	us	and	with	others.	Each	one	of	us	is	called	to	
be	 an	 instrument	of	God’s	 love,	 and	 this	 includes	
those	 who	 may	 do	 us	 wrong,	 those	 we	 find	
annoying	 or	 irritating,	 those	 with	 whom	 we	
disagree,	 those	we	 find	 repulsive,	 and	 those	with	
whom	 we	 experience	 discomfort,	 or	 even	 those	
who	find	these	things	in	us.	

As	we	move	forth	from	this	celebration	of	
the	Eucharist,	 let	us	be	ever-mindful	of	God’s	call	
to	 love.	 And,	 when	 we	 struggle	 to	 love	 certain	
people,	let	us	turn	to	Christ	who	gave	us	this	call.	
Let	us	look	at	His	life	on	earth	and	the	selfless	way	
that	 He	 loved	 even	 those	who	 did	 not	 love	 Him.	
May	 the	 life	 of	 Christ	 be	 our	model	 and	may	His	
call	 to	 love	be	at	 the	 forefront	of	all	we	do	as	the	
children	 of	 God.	 Let	 us	 pray	 to	 God	 for	 the	
strength	 to	 answer	 that	 call	 with	 all	 our	 heart,	
with	all	our	mind,	and	with	all	our	soul.5	X	
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