
 
 

Homily	for	the	16th	Sunday	in	Ordinary	Time	
St.	Francis	of	Assisi	Church	–	Belchertown,	Massachusetts	
July	21,	2019	
	
Scripture Readings: Genesis 18:1-10a X Psalm 15:2-5 X Colossians 1:24-28 X Luke 10:38-42 

	
ack	 in	 2007,	 I	 was	 pastor	 at	 St.	
Catherine	 of	 Siena	 Church	 in	
Springfield.	At	that	time,	according	to	

city	 records,	 the	 section	of	Parker	 Street	 out	
in	 front	of	 the	church	saw	about	24,000	cars	
per	 day.	 With	 that	 kind	 of	 traffic,	 it	 was	 a	
surprise	 to	 some	 on	 a	 Monday	 afternoon	 in	
July	to	see	two	horses,	named	Tom	and	Max,	
come	 down	 Parker	 Street	 pulling	 a	 covered	
wagon.	 In	 the	 covered	 wagon	 was	 a	 man	
named	Lee	and	his	two	dogs,	Katie	and	Kerr-
Mutt.	 As	 of	 that	 day,	 they	 had	 been	 on	 the	
road	for	11	months	and	7	days	traveling	from	
Montana	to	Boston;	the	first	leg	of	a	trip	that	
would	 bring	 them	 further	 South,	 over	 to	
California,	then	up	to	Alaska.	
	
	 Lee	 stopped	 the	North	 parking	 lot	 of	
St.	 Catherine’s	 that	 day,	 to	 give	 his	 horses	 a	
rest	 and	 to	 talk	 to	 the	 many	 people	 who	
stopped	 to	meet	him.	Even	 though	he	had	 to	
make	 it	 to	 Palmer	 before	 dark,	 Lee	 talked	
with	people	for	about	90	minutes,	shared	his	
story	 and	 asked	 the	 people	 all	 about	 their	
lives.	Some	people	offered	him	a	 few	dollars,	
someone	 gave	 him	 a	 case	 of	 drinking	water,	
and	 someone	 even	 went	 to	 Subway	 to	 buy	
him	 a	 grinder.	 After	 eating	 his	 lunch	 and	
sharing	a	 few	more	minutes	of	 conversation,	
Lee,	 headed	 down	 Parker	 Street	 toward	
Boston	Road.	
	
	 Lee	attracted	national	attention	as	he	
has	 made	 this	 journey	 across	 the	 nation,	 a	
journey	 that	 he	 continues	 today.	 Obviously,	
people	 don’t	 see	 covered	 wagons	 trekking	
across	 the	 country	 anymore,	 so	 it’s	 natural	
that	 Lee	 would	 attract	 some	 attention.	 But	
what	 really	 seems	 to	 be	 attracting	 the	 most	
attention,	 and	 perhaps	 some	 admiration,	 is	
Lee’s	approach	to	life.	He	has	no	set	schedule,	
no	 emails	 to	 answer,	 no	 pressing	matters	 to	
keep	 him	 from	 truly	 talking	 to	 people;	 he	

relies	 on	 the	 unsolicited	 generosity	 of	
strangers	and	the	grace	of	God	to	get	him	by	
each	day.	
	
	 Diagnosed	 with	 cancer	 in	 2005,	 Lee	
decided	 to	 make	 what	 he	 called	 a	 “trip	 into	
the	heart,”	finding	wisdom	and	God’s	grace	in	
the	places	he	visits	and	the	people	he	meets.	
It’s	 a	way	of	 living	 that’s	 very	different	 from	
the	 stuffed	 schedules,	 constant	 motion	 and	
busy	 activity	 that	 seems	 to	 envelope	 most	
lives	these	days.	Obviously,	most	people	have	
responsibilities	 that	 prevent	 a	 journey	 such	
as	the	one	Lee	is	making.	But	there	may	be	a	
bit	of	a	prophetic	message	to	those	who	meet	
him	along	the	way.	That	message,	I	think,	is	to	
make	 time	 to	 slow	 down	 and	 spend	 some	
quality	time	with	God	and	those	closest	to	us.	
	
	 Lee’s	 story	 and	 the	 story	 of	 Martha	
and	 Mary	 give	 us	 some	 important	 insights	
into	 the	 need	 to	 balance	 and	 integrate	 our	
faith	lives	with	our	earthly	lives.	The	care	that	
Martha	 took	 in	 seeing	 to	 the	 temporal	
necessities	surrounding	welcoming	Jesus	into	
her	 home	was	 very	 important.	 The	 problem	
was	 that	 she	 failed	 to	 recognize	 the	 need	 to	
slow	 down	 from	 those	 things	 to	 truly	 enjoy	
the	presence	of	the	LORD.	
	
	 It	can	be	that	way	with	us,	too.	We	do	
have	responsibilities	to	attend	to;	we	do	need	
to	 provide	 for	 ourselves	 and	 our	 families,	
AND	we	also	need	to	make	time	to	slow	down	
long	 enough	 to	 be	 aware	 of	 God’s	 presence	
with	us,	to	experience	that	presence	and	to	be	
refreshed	 by	 it.	 It	 can	 be	 challenging	 to	 do	
that,	 and	 it	may	 take	some	sacrifice,	but	 it	 is	
necessary	for	our	salvation.	X	
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