
Why give to an endowment?

Giving to an endowment is different 
than placing a gift in the Sunday 
offertory. Your weekly support is an 
outright gift, meaning that it can be 
used immediately—which is needed, 
and appreciated!

However, when you endow your gift 
through the Catholic Foundation of 
Eastern Montana, you are investing in 
the future of our parish family. Your 
donation will be invested, generating 
earnings this year and every year 
thereafter.

In other words, an endowed gift will 
benefit St. Thomas the Apostle forever! 
It will provide us with a consistent 
source of income that grows greater 
with every donation and every year.  
This is the best way to keep your giving 
local, lasting, and above all Catholic. 

Name

Phone

Email

Street address and apartment number

City, state, and ZIP

Parish name

Mr. Mrs. Ms. Mr. and Mrs. Rev. Other: ___________

Email me a receipt Mail me a receipt Don’t send a receipt

Mail to: Catholic Foundation of Eastern Montana
PO Box 1345, Great Falls, MT 59403

You can also donate online!
www.catholicfoundationmt.org/donate

Please make check payable to the “Catholic Foundation 
of Eastern Montana.” The Foundation is a 501(c)(3) 
nonprofit and donations are tax-deductible.

Enclosed is my gift of $_____________________________________

St. Thomas the Apostle Beautification and Preservation 
Endowment

I want my gift to support:

Other endowment: ___________________________________________

cut here

St. Thomas Greatest Needs Endowment
Don and Jane Ryan Parish Stewardship Endowment

Our parish is supported by three 
endowments at the Catholic 

Foundation of Eastern Montana:

St. Thomas the Apostle 
Beautification and 

Preservation Endowment
This endowment helps to keep our grounds 

beautiful.  Our 2022 distribution went primarily 
to the replacement of three trees—two were 

destroyed by a storm, and another by a vehicle. 

St. Thomas the Apostle
Greatest Needs Endowment
Part of this year’s distribution provided ductwork 
for the janitor’s office, so he could receive some 

cooler air in the heat of the summer. We also 
upgraded our outdoor sign.

Don and Jane Ryan Parish 
Stewardship Endowment
This endowment helps serve the needy in our 

community, giving them a hand-up when needed; 
and also supports seminarians, priests, and 

evangelization. This year’s distribution supported 
two people within our parish community. Teresa 

Twichel is serving our youth through a mission year 
with Net Ministries. In the future, she could very 

well serve our diocese in Youth Ministry and Adult 
Faith Formation. We were also able to help a young 

man in our parish pursue his GED degree. He is 
currently working full-time.  



‘Tis the season 
for giving!
You have options for supporting the St. 
Thomas the Apostle parish endowments 
before the end of the year. The giving 
options on this page could come in handy 
in a few months when your taxes are due!

Take advantage of the 
Montana Endowment Tax Credit. 

Montana taxpayers who make a planned 
gift to one of the St. Thomas the Apostle 
endowments may receive a tax credit equal 
to 40% of the charitable value of their gift—
wow! This is a dollar-for-dollar reduction of 
the Montana tax you may owe for 2022. 

Hundreds of Catholics in Eastern Montana 
take advantage of this tax credit every year. 
Foundation President, Judy Held, is happy 
to help you direct your eligible gift for the 
everlasting benefit of our parish. Reach out 
to Judy (see below for contact information) 
to learn more and ensure you receive this 
impressive benefit!

We recommend consulting your own financial advisors 
before making planned gifts.

Keep it simple and make an outright gift 
of any size to any endowment. Outright gifts 
may reduce your taxable income and, if made 
by businesses, could qualify for the Montana 
Endowment Tax Credit. No gift is ever too 
small! Even $5 given to St. Thomas the Apostle’s 
endowments is invested and will provide for the 
parish forever. 

Satisfy your required minimum 
distribution with an IRA Charitable 
Rollover. Making a transfer directly from 
your IRA is a great way to give to our parish 
endowments. People who are 70 1/2 or older 
can give up to $100,000 per year by making a 
Qualified Charitable Distribution directly from 
their IRA administrator to the Foundation for 
our endowment. Reach out to Judy Held (contact 
information below), who can walk you through 
the next steps. It’s simple!

NOTE: since the distribution is transferred 
directly from your IRA to the Foundation, it is 
not taxable income (a great benefit for you), nor 
does it create a tax deduction.

Create a new income source for yourself 
with a Charitable Gift Annuity (CGA). When 
you create a CGA at the Catholic Foundation of 
Eastern Montana, you sidestep the fluctuations 
of the market and provide yourself with a secure 
source of fixed payments for life. Rates this fall 
are better than they have been for years, and the 
tax benefits are as excellent as ever!

Gifts of appreciated stocks and mutual 
funds work well, too. They can be an excellent 
gift, tax-wise, for one of our parish endowments, 
whether given outright or to fund a planned gift 
for the 40% Montana Endowment Tax Credit.

For more information or to give to our endowments, 
fill out the envelope in this bulletin or reach out 

directly to the Catholic Foundation of Eastern Montana 
at 406-315-1765 or hello@catholicfoundationmt.org. 

Endowments make it easy to imagine a future where our parish’s financial needs 
are easily met, leaving Father and staff free to spend more time on what makes our 

community great. If we keep building our endowments, that future won’t be far away!


