
 

June 4, 2020 

 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 

One day our doors will be swung open and you will all come spilling in like a river rushing into the 

ocean!  However, for a while, it will look more like a babbling brook working its way towards a river.   

Beginning the weekend of June 13/14, we will be once again opening the church for public Mass! 
 

The Green Bay Diocese has given us some guidelines to follow to ensure that we are keeping all 

parishioners safe while we worship as a parish family again. We ask for your understanding, patience, 

and prayer as we work through what these first several weeks will look like.  This is not an ideal way to 

gather for Mass, however, we need to be thankful and know that we are blessed that we are finally being 

given this opportunity to participate again, in whatever capacity it is.   
 

As excited as we are about this opportunity it does, of course, come with some precautions and 

conditions.  Please, also remember, no Catholic is required to attend Mass and to receive Holy 

Communion during a pandemic.  Those of age 65 or above and those with compromised immunity are 

encouraged to stay home at this time but certainly not required too.  As Bishop has stated, “We are called 

at this time to find the balance between bold faith and prudent safety.”   

 

We have determined that we should be able to seat roughly 150/200 parishioners safely within the 

church. Did you know that singing generates more aerosol than speaking and travels farther? Neither did 

we, therefore, this aspect of worship within the Mass is going to look different.  

 

These are the Masses that will be offered and what they will entail 

Saturday, 4:30pm:  150/200 people attending, no live streaming with no singing by parishioner 

Sunday, 8:00am:  No parishioners attending, live streaming with singing by musicians 

Sunday, 10:00am:  150/200 people attending, no live streaming with no singing by parishioners 

 
ATTENDANCE LOTTERY – Because we do not know how many parishioners will want to attend Mass, 
we need ensure that we do not exceed the safe capacity that we are giving as guidelines.  We also want to 
keep attendance for each Mass fair, consistent and orderly. 

1. Anyone who has a Mass intention for a Mass will be allowed to attend that Mass with their 
family members.  We will be reaching out to each of those parishioners as the weeks approach.  

2. All who would like to attend need to RSVP via our website or contacting the parish office 
3. Names will randomly be drawn for each Mass until we reach the allotted number allowed 
4. We will contact the parishioners chosen to let them know the date/time they are able to attend 

Mass 
5. Once we get through all the names that are submitted, we will start over again or we may find 

that this process is no longer necessary due to the low numbers.  

 
PARISHIONER HEALTH EXPECTATIONS – When you attend a Mass, you need to ensure that all of 
these apply for you to enter the church for Mass to ensure the safety of your parish family.  We want to 
follow this process to show our love for our parish family. 

1. You are not in a compromised state of health 
2. You do not have a temperature of more than 100 degrees 
3. You do not have any of the symptoms of COVID-19 (i.e. coughing, fever, shortness of breath, flu 

like symptoms, loss of taste, loss of smell,  

 



ONCE YOU ARE IN CHURCH: 

1. You will have your temperature taken upon entry of the church 
2. We are strongly encouraging everyone attending to wear a mask for the safety of your parish 

family.   This mask is not about protecting yourself but about protecting others.  If you do not 
have a mask there will be some available at the doors. 

3. Please do not congregate before or after Mass outside or inside of church due to social distancing 
4. Sanitize your hands upon entry of the church and exiting 
5. You will be escorted to a seat inside of church and when you are leaving church after Mass.   

 

INFORMATION ABOUT THE LITRUGY 

• All responses and prayers during the Mass will be spoken rather than sung 
• For the offertory, there will be a collection basket placed on the credence table in front of the 

baptismal font for all contributions to be made as you enter the church.  This will be brought 
forward at the offertory time. 

• The only bathroom available will be the bathroom located in the bride/family room.  The others 
will be available if there is an emergency. 

• If you require low gluten host, please bring your own host in a pic and place on the credence 
table by on the alter prior to Mass. 

We realize this is a lot to take in.  PLEASE REMEMBER, this is only temporary and as the weeks go on, 
we will adjust to bring the Mass back to what we all know and love!  This is St. John’s “Phase 1” of 
opening our church for worship.   These are uncharted waters.  We will adjust our sail as needed to 
continually steer the ship in the right direction to keep it on the course of safety while we keep the 
destination Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 
 

If you would like to join us at Mass you can RSVP on our website at www.sjbh.org 
OR  

you can contact Lisa Piechota 920-434-2145 ext. 202 /lpiechota@sjbh.org 
 
Provide the following information: 

• Name 
• Number of people who will be attending 
• Mass you plan on attending (pick one) 
• Phone number 
• Email address (if applicable) 

 

Weekday Masses (NO RSVP NEEDED) 

We will be opening for 8:30am weekday Mass Tuesday, June 16th.   

  
 
If you have any questions at all, please do not hesitate to call Sarah Wulf at 920-434-2145 ext. 213.  We are 
looking forward to seeing everyone again! 
 

Stay safe, stay well, and God Bless! 

Fr. Jim Lucas & St. John’s Office Family 

 

http://www.sjbh.org/
mailto:lpiechota@sjbh.org

