
St. Mary of the Bay Parish 
      July 9, 2020 

Dear Families, 

On July 1, I assumed my new position as pastor of Saint Mary of the Bay, replacing Fr. Doug Grant, 

who faithfully served this community for seven years. I am grateful to Fr. Doug for all that he accomplished for 

our parish community during his tenure. I am eager to get to know you and your family and our wider community 

in Warren.  

First and foremost, please know that I have already been praying for you. I know that COVID-19 has 

created particularly difficult circumstances for families with children. I can’t imagine how difficult it must have 

been for you to balance all of your work and family commitments, seeing to the kids’ needs with school and 

virtual learning, and everything in between. You’re getti ng through it, and that’s a credit to you. My hat is off. 

Carolyn Mello Pryor and I have been working at developing a program for the upcoming school year 

that we believe will be workable for busy families. Through a combination of in-person worship, at-home 

instruction and virtual connection, we are confident that we can deliver a program that will help your entire 

family to grow in faith. 

Instead of “Religious Education” or “Catechism,” we are referring to our program now as “Faith 

Formation.” It’s a working title, but we hope that it better conveys what we are really aiming to achieve: a holistic 

formation in faith, in the community of the church. We are not about red tape or unbending requirements or the 

mere communication of information. We want our youngest parishioners to be formed in a faith that will help 

them be the best they can be for themselves, your family, and our world. And we want it to be enjoyable! 

As you will see in Carolyn’s letter, we are inviting families to make a conscious commitment to attend 

Mass weekly as a family. Masses are celebrated on Saturday at 4pm and on Sunday at 8am and 10:30am. 

Beginning on Sunday, September 20, we will also offer a 6pm Mass on Sunday night. I want you to know that 

we are making a renewed effort to make our weekend experience more enjoyable for families. My goal as your 

new pastor is to make church matter again, especially for families.  

There is no denying it. There are lots of good reasons not to come to church, and at the very least, I 

know that you are already very busy. Please know that I recognize that your time is valuable and I don’t want to 

waste your time. I hope we’ll be able to earn your confidence through beautiful music, relevant preaching and 

warm hospitality. We are still planning on offering our popular children’s Liturgy of the Word at the 10:30am 

Sunday Mass, which will be held in the spacious lower church hall, with proper precautions observed.  

Please feel free to offer your feedback on what we have prepared and please let us know how we can 

better serve you. You can always reach me by phone at 401-245-7000 or by email at fatherupton@gmail.com. I 

hope we can meet soon in person. Please introduce yourselves to me after Mass. I will be praying for you, and 

ask that you keep me in your prayers as I begin this new chapter of ministry with you and for you. 

Yours in Christ, 

 

 

 

Rev. Joseph R. Upton 

Pastor 
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