
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME  —  A

READING I Is 58:7-10 
READING II  1 Cor 2:1-5 
GOSPEL Mt 5:13-16

The Hebrew Testament 
  The postexilic community still left much to be desired. Third Isaiah laments that the people turned their
fast days into occasions for wrangling and quarreling. In particular, the workers were not provided for 
(58:3-5). To the people's complaint that God does not notice their fasting, the prophet replies that their 
fasting is not genuine prayer because they relate to themselves, not God. Genuine fasting is to direct 
oneself to God by meeting the needs of one's neighbor. To provide for the hungry, the oppressed, and 
the naked, is what real fasting is all about. If Israel will fast this way, then they will experience salvation:
the presence of their God. When Israel calls and Yahweh answers, a truly personal relationship exists 
because others have been included. Turning now to individuals, the prophet assures his audience that 
meeting the needs of the poor will bring light at the most unexpected times and, therefore, God's 
abiding presence.

The Christian Testament
  After a dismal performance in Athens (see Acts 17:16-34), Paul next preached the Good News in the 
notorious port city of Corinth. Putting aside a purely human way of speaking, he proclaimed Jesus as 
the crucified Lord. In so doing, he naturally experienced anxiety and frustration. Yet he was successful, 
for some at least responded to his message, which was in the power of the Spirit. For Paul, there was 
clear evidence that the faith of the Corinthians was rooted in such power, not in the canons of purely 
human logic.

The Gospel
  In the last beatitude (5:11-12), Matthew spoke of the persecuted. By linking two originally separate 
sayings (salt and light), Matthew paradoxically addressed these persecuted as the hope of the world.

  Salt was an invaluable commodity for the ancients. The follower of Jesus is to be to the world what 
salt was to the ancients. The lifestyle of the follower of Jesus is thus vital for the world's welfare. Should
his lifestyle cease to be genuine, then he would become as useless as flat salt. An unfaithful Christian 
is an insipid Christian.

  Light also exemplifies the public character of the Christian vocation. In the one-room, windowless 
house, the light from the lamp was important for all in the household. The disciple likewise lives for 
others. Again, they are as public as a town on a hill: their presence cannot be mistaken. In v.16, 
Matthew returns to the light image and establishes a system of links for the disciple. People in general 
will notice their lifestyle and in turn link that with their heavenly Father. Thus discipleship, which is 
fundamentally concern for others, is grounded in the glory of God.

The Thought 



  Our one-on-one relationship with God is never a problem. God never gets in our way; Only people do. 
We somewhere learned that if our relationship is right with God, then it is complete. Yet we must 
candidly admit that our relationship with God is jeopardized if we exclude others. Only when we include 
others is our relationship with God complete.  

  Third Isaiah's community relished the chance to fast, to give up something in order to solidify the one-
on-one relationship with Yahweh. Yet God's reaction was that a fast involved others, especially the 
disenfranchised. A fast worthy of God meant sharing bread with the hungry and sheltering the 
oppressed and the homeless. God would be present to the fasting only when and if they included 
others. Only when we include others is our relationship with God complete.

  Matthew's community was tempted to identify in terms of one-on-one. To counteract such a 
temptation, the evangelist suggested two images. They were to be salt, disciples who would season the
world by being for others. They were to be light, set apart to illumine the way to the Lord. They were to 
be as conspicuous as a city on a hill, as needed as a lamp in a one-room, windowless house. The 
disciple was to be catalyst to include others. By pointing to the Father's glory, they showed that only 
when we include others is our relationship with God complete
  
  The married person is part of a relationship. Yet concern and care for God must manifest itself in 
concern and care for one's spouse. The gifted, the talented — in whatever art or form of meeting 
human needs — must reach out to others to reach out to God. Leaders are to see their position not as 
the chance for self-aggrandizement but as the springboard for aiding the sisters and brothers of Jesus. 
Priests and religious must see that their God is a God of many faces. Only when we include others is 
our relationship with God complete.  
  
  Eucharist has its setting only in community. To break bread with Christ is to break bread with the 
sisters and brothers of Christ. To share the cup of Christ is to share the world of the sisters and 
brothers of Christ. We cannot have it otherwise, for in Eucharist, especially in Eucharist, only when we 
include others is our relationship with God complete.


