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Mission Statement
Good Shepherd School is a Catholic community dedicated to the development of the whole child. We foster the
spiritual, intellectual, moral, emotional, social, and physical growth of each child by providing a quality Catholic
education. Our fellowship helps us to grow in our love for God, His Church, His people, and all of His creation.

December 2017
Updates from Mr. McGinty

Upcoming Dates
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ADVENT – PREPARING OUR HEARTS AND MINDS FOR CHRIST

As we approach the Advent season, I just want to take this
opportunity to express my gratitude for sending your
children to Good Shepherd School. It is a blessing to be part
of this community and share my day with so many
wonderful students, teachers, staff and families.
My hope is that you too, as a Good Shepherd school parent,
feel blessed to have your children here at Good Shepherd.
As a Catholic school parent of six myself, I feel blessed that
my children have had the opportunity to attend Catholic
schools. Reading the following message from Bishop
Andrew Cozzens reminded me why I feel that way. I hope it
offers you some reminders as well.
Christmas is a special time, set aside during the year to
meditate on the great gift of Jesus Christ for us and for
the world. As a Church family we make this journey
through Advent together toward a deeper
understanding of what Christ’s birth means for us. We
meditate on how much we need his light to come into
the darkness of this world. We learn how he comes to
us so humbly to share with us the gift of his love.
In our Catholic schools we don’t forget about the
importance of Advent in the midst of preparation for
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1 – Spirit Day
2 – Santa Breakfast and Workshop
5 – Marathon Prize Lunch at Champps
6 – Saint Nicholas Day
School Adoration 10:30am-2:30pm
Band Concert 6pm in Social Hall
7 – Jewish Day School visits 3rd Grade
Chess Club 2:40-4pm
8 – Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception (Holy Day)
School Mass led by 5th Grade 12:15pm
9-10 – Parish Bake Sale
12 – Christmas Concert Dress Rehearsal
at BSM
13 – School Penance Service 10am-12pm
NET Night 5-9pm
14 – K-2 to Stages Theater for Beauty
and the Beast Play
Stages Theater
15 – 2nd Grade to North Park Plaza
16 – Choir Christmas Concert after 5pm
Mass
17 – School Mass Sunday 10:30am
Donut Sunday/PRISM Food Drive
Christmas Concert 4pm at BSM

December 18 – Kindergarten and 1st grade to The
Villa at St. Louis Park
December 19 – School Mass 8:30am
Dec 20-Jan 2 – No School – Christmas
Break
January 3 – School Resumes

Christmas. We want students to understand how Jesus Christ’s birth at Christmas is the answer to the
deepest longings of the human heart. We want them to understand that Advent is about preparing their
hearts for the coming of Christ and that Jesus wants to be born again in their hearts this Christmas. It is
their goal to help every child, from the youngest preschooler to the graduate, know Christ and that Christ
loves them.
At Catholic schools, children can learn about the real meaning of this season as they learn to see Christ’s
love in the daily example of their classmates and teachers. It is not just something they learn about in
their lessons, but a lived experience. Jesus is born in their hearts in concrete ways because in our Catholic
schools we incorporate Mass, Confession and other Sacraments into the school calendar.
During Advent, in particular, the messages of Christmas – love, rebirth and renewal – are highlighted in
Catholic schools. With every Advent wreath made and every carol sung, children learn at their appropriate
age level how to love Christ more, how to let him be born in their hearts. And, most important, they learn
how very much Christ loves them. There are very few places where children can be in an environment
such as this surrounded with these lessons.
Wishing you all peace, love, and joy this holiday season and the New Year.
In Christ,

Mike McGinty
OPEN HOUSE
Research shows that the number one method of recruiting new students is by “word of mouth” from our current
families. For that reason, I’m sending you the dates of our Open Houses scheduled this school year so you can tell your
friends and neighbors. Our Open Houses will be on:
• Monday, January 8th, 2018 - 6 P.M.
• Tuesday, January 16th, 2018 - 6 P.M.
Please help us spread the word to as many prospective families as possible in your parish, neighborhood, workplace
and circle of friends.
GIVE TO THE MAX DAY
Thank you for all that supported Good Shepherd on Give to the Max Day! If you are looking for end of the year giving
opportunities, please consider supporting our school.
CHRISTMAS CONCERT
Our annual Good Shepherd School Christmas Concert will be held at 4 pm on Sunday, December 17th. As is our
tradition we will have both the practice and the concert at Benilde-St. Margaret’s School in the Great Hall. If you’ve
attended before, you will know that each year we end up having standing room only at the concert, so please plan to
be on time.
GALA
We hope you have placed a note on your calendars to save the date for our Twelfth Annual Good Shepherd Gala on
Saturday, March 17th. This year’s theme is St. Patrick’s Day! If you are interested in volunteering, or in helping us
acquire donations for the auction, please contact Julie Starosta in the Main Office.

Upcoming Themes

Hibernation
The Nativity
Christmas
Santa has given
us a special
mission in
Kindergarten!
The K kids will
be bringing in
gently used/
unwanted toys
from home
that Santa +
the elves will
use to make
new toys for
kids in need!

Around the World
Gingerbread

K Celebrates Christmas!

We are excited
to wear our
pajamas to
school and take
a ride on the
Polar Express!
We will also be
having a special
birthday party
for Jesus!

May your holidays be happy days,
Filled with love and laughter.
And may each day bring joy your way,
In the year that follows after!
Merry Christmas from the Good
Shepherd Kindergarteners!

December 2017

SECOND GRADE

Character Book Reports

Some of the characters we
had this year were: Cat in
the Hat, Encyclopedia
Brown, Harry Potter, Pig
(from Mo Williams), Wilbur,
Jack (from Magic Tree
House), Curious George, and
Batman.

Who did you dress
up as?
The second graders do a book report every other week. Some
of the book reports are just that, an actual report and some
are a bit more fun. J

Third Grade
For the past several years the third grade students at
Good Shepherd Catholic School have participated in an
exchange program with the third grade students at the
Minneapolis Jewish Day School (M.J.D.S.). During the season
of Advent the students from the Day School visit Good
Shepherd. At this time, the third graders from both schools
spend time visiting with each other. They also learn more
about Hanukkah and Advent. Then the boys and girls visit
the church, where they learn about the rituals celebrated
during the Mass.
In the spring of the year, the M.J.D.S. students learn about
Easter, and the students from Good Shepherd learn about
Passover and about the rituals of the Jewish religion. Also at
this time, the students from both schools visit a local
Synagogue. Here a rabbi explains what happens during a
service at a synagogue. After this takes place, all the
students learn more about Passover and participate in
activities that help them learn more about what happens
during the Seder meal.
This exchange program has been a wonderful experience for
everyone involved.

Fourth Graders have been
enjoying Art Adventure! Here is
what they have to say about it…
I love art adventure because I learn lots of new things about art. I
love all the art they show us. I loved when we got to sew. I never got
to sew in my whole life! Thank you for showing us art.
~Mateo Figueroa
Sewing was my favorite part of Art Adventure. It’s pretty easy,
actually. We saw a video on someone sewing a skirt. But my class
sewed little Santa patches. Anyways, Art Adventure is fun! I look
forward to doing it again.
~Reggie Schlitz
This year, Art Adventure has been a blast!! We got to paint and we
learned how to sew. We learned about African Americans, Hmong
culture, and the Native Americans. The Hmong culture makes skirts
with pleats. We also learned how to photo-shop in the olden days.
~Charlotte Wanzek
In Art Adventure I learned how to sew. When I was sewing I learned
how to do the cross-stitch. It was really fun. My class and I also made
masks and learned about African American culture. We also learned
about lots of different artists. Did you know that the way some
people back then wrote New York City was like this “NYC” cool huh?
I love Art Adventure because it is a way for us to learn, have fun, and
make art all at the same time.
~Ava Edwards

This year Art Adventure has been so much fun! We learned how to
sew! We also learned about a Native American tribe that made really
cool masks. We even got to make one. I learned that in the olden
days they used backdrops to photo-shop instead of computers.
~Robert Shull
I like Art Adventure because I like going to art museums. I am really
excited about going to the museum. I like drawing, painting and
seeing art.
~Lilly Perron
I like it because we get to see cool pictures. I liked the projects at
the end. It is cool to hear what other people think about the picture.
I can’t wait to go see the museum and see the same picture.
~Dylan Robert
I really like Art Adventure because of all the fun projects! I also like it
because of all of the pretty pictures. I can’t wait to go to the
museum!
~Alice Piper
I liked the knight and I’ve heard of chain mail armor in Minecraft. I
really liked the projects, especially the metal thing. I also liked the
sewing one. Anyway, Art Adventure was really fun!!
~Alex Knodel
I loved when we got to make tin armor templates. I really liked
making a lion. I think that parents that take time out of their day to
give us a great chance to learn about art is awesome.
~Ben Holicky

December News
Fifth Grade - 2017
What’s Happening
This Month?
The 5th graders will be
performing the play, The
Grinch Who Stole Christmas,
for their 1st grade buddies.
They will also begin working
on Jesse Trees, and spend
time learning about the Old
Testament scripture.

Call of the Wild
The students spent a lot of
time reading and analyzing
the classic book, The Call of
the Wild. They have had to
learn challenging vocabulary.
Each child made mini-books
to show their understanding,
and they used text evidence
to support their thinking.

Izzy’s book
report!

We just finished reading aloud the book,
Wonder. We hope students get the chance
to see the movie in theatres!

JA Biztown Fun
5th Grade - 2017
At Biztown, students participated
in a mock economy! They had
real responsibilities and ran the
whole field trip!
It was a great day!

Students balanced checking and
savings accounts.
They used debit cards, checkbooks, and
cash throughout the day!

Students had to take work breaks,
cover co-workers shifts,
visit the bank, vote, send letters,
and more!

“This is the best day EVER!” ~Kai Duffy

THANK YOU TO ALL OF THE WONDERFUL
PARENT VOLUNTEERS!

6th Grade Is All A Buzz About BizTown
The 6th graders spent quite a bit of time preparing for their November 17th trip
to BizTown.
They created resumes, filled out job applications, interviewed for job positions,
and learned to manage a checking account!
The excitement of the actual BizTown experience was overwhelming! To watch
these 6th graders put their training to use and run their business for a day was
pure enjoyment.
Hats off to all employees of BizTown for another successful trip!
Many thanks to the parent volunteers that facilitated the job interviews for 6th
grade:
Jake Walesch

Angie Saffert

Amie Moonan

Sue Puncochar

Elizabeth Walsh

Bridget Rodine

Colleen Lepley

Diane Keefe

We appreciate the parents who attended BizTown and helped run one of the
many businesses:
Nicole Walesch

Angie Saffert

Amie Moonan

Celeste Reilly

Zak Kretchmer

Julie Benham

Kraig Koep

Dan Walsh

Sue Puncochar

Elizabeth Walsh

Bert Jackson

Edward Rossiter

Carmen Monserrate

Bridget Rodine

ADVENT
2017
ADVENT PRAYER SERVICES
We will have all-school prayer services led by the 6th grade on
Monday mornings. On December 19th we will have our culmina?ng
Advent prayer service with a sing-a-long. Classroom Christmas
par?es will begin aBer the prayer service.
Saint Nick’s Day
St. Nick will visit on
Wednesday, December 6th.
.
Advent GiA
Each student will receive
an Advent prayer and
ac?vity book from Good
Shepherd School.

Angel Tree
We invite students, accompanied by their parents, to take
an angel off of the tree outside the school office or in the
church gathering space. Each angel will have a suggestion
for a child or shelter need. Please do not wrap the gifts. All
items will go to PRISM.

©Thrifty in Third Grade 2016

Fourth Grade Na8vity Scene
Each day of Advent, beginning
on December 4th, we will
begin the day with students
from fourth grade reading a
Bible passage about the birth
of Christ. The fourth graders
will also add a ﬁgure to their
Na?vity scene located across
the hall from Mr. McGinty’s
oﬃce. Please check it out!

Good Shepherd
Band Concert

December 6th 6:00 P.M.
Good Shepherd Social Hall
* Band students need to arrive at 5:50 P.M. and be
dressed in nice clothes, no jeans please.

Please join us for the K-6th Grade

Good Shepherd
Christmas Concert

Sunday, December 17th 4:00 P.M.
Benilde St. Margaret’s Great Hall
All students should arrive at 3:45 P.M. and go directly to meet their teacher.
Parents, please keep your child’s coat with you. Students should wear a nice
Christmas outfit, no jeans please.

Merry Christmas from the Home &
School Team!
We wish you all a very blessed and safe
holiday season.
~Katie, Mary, Sarah & Jamie

Do you know of someone looking for an exceptional school
for their child(ren)?
Please invite them to

Good Shepherd School’s
Open Houses!
Open House Schedule
Monday, January 8th, 2018
6:00 P.M.
Tuesday, January 16th, 2018
6:00 P.M.
We expect to have limited openings for students in
Kindergarten through Grade 6.
For more information, please call (763) 545-4285 or
Email schoolinfo@gsgvschool.org
Good Shepherd School
145 Jersey Avenue South, Golden Valley
www.gsgvschool.org

