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March 21, 2018 
 
 
Dear Good Shepherd parent, 
 
My name is Teresa, and I am the sponsorship coordinator at Common Hope. Good Shepherd 
School is one of our School Community Partners, and last week, I had the pleasure of presenting 
to the 4th-6th grade students to introduce them to the school’s new sponsored student Elida. 
Good Shepherd has been sponsoring students in Guatemala for 8 years - currently supporting 
Elida, a 2nd grader, as she works towards a better future through education!  Your child will learn 
about Elida through her letters and last week received a video message from her.  They will also 
be encouraging her in her studies by writing letters and learning about Guatemala and gaining 
cultural awareness. 
 
We want to give you more information about the organization your son/daughter is helping. In 
Guatemala only 17% of students graduate from high school and over 50% lives in poverty, 25% 
on less than $2/day. Common Hope is a non-profit which partners with children and families in 
Guatemala to break the cycle of poverty through education. A model founded on the belief that 
education can impact sustainable, generational change is at the heart of what we do.  This 
comprehensive approach addresses the barriers to education often confronting Guatemalans 
including access to health care, housing and family development. 
 
A portion of the donations given through the Penny Challenge at your school this week go 
towards the sponsorship of Elida. Thank you for your generosity in supporting Elida’s education 
and her whole family in areas of health care, housing and family development! 
 
As a school partner, Good Shepherd commits to collaborating with Common Hope in at least 
two partnership activities a year – a huge help! Through the sponsorship of Elida and the annual 
school supply drive, your child and classmates are making a real difference in Guatemala.  
 
I have included an information sheet about Common Hope and our work along with a 
sponsorship brochure to understand more about the sponsorship of Elida. If you would like to 
learn more about Common Hope, check out our website at www.commonhope.org. Please do 
not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions or want to get involved in Common 
Hope. We appreciate your collaboration to help break the cycle of poverty for children and 
families living in Guatemala. Change is made through the collaboration of many – thank you for 
helping us make hope real! 
 
Kind regards, 

 
 
Teresa Hermodson-Olsen 
Sponsorship Coordinator 
651-917-1045 
teresah@us.commonhope.org 

http://www.commonhope.org/


Common Hope’s Mission and Programs
SERVING GUATEMALA SINCE 1986

MISSION STATEMENT   Common Hope promotes hope and opportunity in Guatemala by 
partnering with children, families, and communities who want to participate in a process 
of development to improve their lives through education, health care, housing, and family 
developement. 

Common Hope's comprehensive, holistic model addresses insu�  ciencies in education, 
health care, housing and family development that prevent children from attending and 
staying in school.

As demonstrated for more than 30 years, these programs break the cycle of poverty in 
Guatemala through a partnership with families that preserves dignity, builds ownership in 
the process, and produces better results. The model creates the necessary supports for 
families to keep their children in school rather than going into the workforce as a child 
to supplement the family income. When a family is accepted into the program, Common 
Hope surrounds the family with opportunities that make school possible. Common Hope 
aids in the costs of attending school, provides access to health care, assists in � nding and 
enhancing housing and delivers family development services, thus, eliminating the existing 
tension between a child’s education and the family’s most basic needs. 

Common Hope also invests in 
improving the quality of 
education that our students 
receive by partnering with public 
elementary schools in 
communities where our families 
live. Through a partnership with 
teachers and school principals, 
schools are implementing 
classroom management systems to 
create healthier, more 
productive learning 
environments. Our program 
provides training and resources for teachers to foster reading and literacy, and improve 
mathematics instruction to build stronger foundations for children to continue their 
learning throughout their school years.  

Common Hope has grown to serve more than 14,000 individuals in 27 communities in the 
Central Highlands of Guatemala through its family and school partnerships. More than 
5,000 students bene� t from our programs in education, and their families are building 
stronger, healthier lives.  

Common Hope proudly acknowledges that it is not an organization making hand-outs, but 
rather, a partnership of helping hands making a di� erence in Latin America. Thank you for 
being one of those helping hands!
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gift

I WANT TO

To begin your sponsorship journey, return this form to 
our St. Paul, MN o�  ce or contact the sponsorship sta�  at 
651.917.1045 or sponsorship@commonhope.org. 

Name(s)

Address

City

State & Zip

Phone

Email

Employer

� My employer matches gifts

YOUR
The average cost to deliver our comprehensive programs 
to a student and their family is $1,148 per student per 
year, or $96 per month. You can become a Sponsor and 
support a student in need for as little as $35 per month. 

Please select your level of giving:

�  Cover the average cost at $96/month (sole sponsor) 

�  Join as a Lead Sponsor at $65/month (sole sponsor)

�  Join as a Guiding Sponsor at $35/month (shared sponsor)

Please select your Sponsorship preference:

Gender preference:
� Male   � Female   � None

Age preference :
� 5-10   � 11-14   � 14+   � None

OR SIGN UPONLINE!be the hope
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GUATE » Familias de Esperanza
Km. 2 Carretera a San Juan del Obispo
Antigua, 03901 Sacatepéquez
Guatemala, Centro América

US » Common Hope 
1400 Energy Park Drive, Suite 23
St. Paul, MN 55108

www.commonhope.org
 phone 651.917.0917

USE OF FUNDS
Fundraising - 7% 
Management - 11% 
Programs - 82% 

Common Hope’s mission is to promote hope 
and opportunity in Guatemala, partnering with 
children, families, and communities who want 
to participate in a process of development to 
improve their lives through education, health 
care, and housing.

Common Hope is a 501(c)(3) not-for-pro� t corporation 
founded in 1986 and is audited annually. Contributions 
are 100% tax deductible as allowed by law.
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Be the hope for a  
student in need.



BE THE
Over 50% of Guatemalans live in poverty and 25% 
live on less than $2/day. Here, education often 
takes a backseat to earning an income. In fact, the 
average number of years of education for adults 
is just 3.5 years and only 17% of the population 
receives a high school diploma. 

When you become a Common Hope Sponsor, 
you change a student and their family’s life by 
supporting their goals and dreams. Not only do 
you provide � nancial support that pays for tuition, 
books, uniforms and school supplies, but more 
importantly, you provide motivation and hope on 
their path to graduation. 

“We sponsor because my family and 
I believe that every child should have 
the chance to pursue an education and 
develop to their full potential.” -Kelly H.

AS A SPONSOR, YOU’LL RECEIVE:

• A personalized packet that includes a photo 
of your student, a report sharing their unique 
situation, and a guide to the program

• Annual communications from your student 
translated by Common Hope along with 
updates on the family

• A new photo of your student each year so you 
can see them grow up before your eyes

• If you’re visiting Guatemala, we’ll set up a time 
for you to meet your student and their family

WHY SPONSOR?

• A recent study of our graduates demonstrated 
they are three times more likely to graduate 
than the national average.

• Common Hope graduates are 93% more likely 
to work in a formal sector of employment.

• Common Hope graduates earn more, and are 
healthier and more optimistic than their peers.

When you sponsor a Common Hope student, you 
aren’t just sponsoring “a child in Guatemala.” We 
help you build a personal relationship with José, or 
Lizbeth, or Andrés and their family. You will see your 
sponsored student grow and witness their success 
� rsthand.

WHERE DOES MY MONEY GO?

As a sponsor, 100% of your donation goes directly 
to providing comprehensive programs in education, 
health care, housing, and family development.

hope

BUILDING A relationship

PAYMENT 
INFORMATION
Please indicate your preferred payment option:

�  BANK ACCOUNT
The most cost-e� ective way to give a gift.

          �  Checking Account 
Please enclose a voided check

         �  Savings Account 
Please enclose a deposit slip

         �  I authorize Common Hope to initiate withdrawals 
from my checking account on the 10th of each month. 
This authorization will remain in e� ect until I notify 
Common Hope in writing that I  wish to cancel.

Month to Start Payment

Routing Number

Bank Account Number

Signature

Date

�  CREDIT CARD
Please note that 2-4% of your gift goes to bank processing fees.

� Visa   � MasterCard   � Discover   � American Express

Charge my card:   � Monthly     � One-time (annual amount)

Card #

Exp. Date

Signature

Date

Please return this form to:
COMMON HOPE
1400 Energy Park Drive, Suite 23
St. Paul, MN 55108

�  CHECK ENCLOSED
Make a one-time annual payment.

� $1,148 (Average cost per student)   
� $780 (Lead Sponsorship)   
� $420 (Guiding Sponsorship)
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