
 

 

 

 

 

May 29, 2020 

PLANS FOR RE-OPENING SHRINE, GRADUALLY 

Cardinal Cupich, along with the bishops of Illinois, has presented guidelines to follow 

for reopening places of worship, i.e. parishes and shrines.  The guidelines incorporate safety 

measures required by the State of Illinois; and for us, the guidelines encompass the 

expectations of the City of Chicago. 

Phase II, reopening worship sites for mass, remains weeks away. 

Phase I & IA, reopening our worship site for private prayer, currently engages the 

work of our staff.  In order to receive Archdiocesan permission to reopen for 10 or fewer 

people, our readiness requires specific safety measures for visitors and staff, including 

sanitizing spaces and places in the Shrine along with training for staff and for volunteers.  

Staff and volunteers have viewed the training video; very informative!  Knowing that all 

places of Catholic worship in the State of Illinois reopens with the same parameters invites 

confidence for all.  You can access the training video to appreciate the breath of concern for 

all of us.  

The planning for our limited reopening includes the opportunity to visit the Shine for 

prayer on Wednesdays & Saturdays, 11:00am-1:00pm.  When training is complete for staff & 

volunteers, along with the readiness for keeping the space safe, we will submit our 

application for reopening.  When receiving the permission from the Archdiocese to open on 

dates we indicate, everyone will be informed; visitors will need to register, understanding 

the guidelines for visitors to follow, including the wearing of masks and practicing social 

distancing.  

Volunteers are needed to assist with various aspects of our reopening plan. 

Importantly, leadership team members must not be part of a "vulnerable population" (that 

is, not over the age of 65; no underlying medical condition such as diabetes; lung disease; 

undergoing cancer treatment, etc.) We GREATLY appreciate anyone who is not in a 
vulnerable category to consider assisting with our reopening. If you are interested, contact: 

 Lori Schneider at 773-570-3313 or email marketing@cabrininationalshrine.org 

With the inspiration of Mother Cabrini who assisted others during the pandemic of 
her time, we remain steadfast in faith, hope and love. 

Yours in Christ, 

Sister Bridget Zanin, MSC     Rev. Msgr. Richard Hynes 

 


