
Sacred Heart Church 

Fairfield, Ohio 
 

Preparing a Funeral Liturgy 
 

 

In the midst of grief and the many other emotions we all tend to feel when we have lost a 

beloved family member or friend, the thought of planning a funeral may seem daunting.  

We may well prefer to be alone with our thoughts and memories.  But the funeral liturgy 

provides a unique opportunity to express our affection for our deceased loved one.  As 

Christians, our funeral liturgy is not a time to say “Good-Bye” but rather an opportunity 

to pray for the deceased loved one and honor the loved one’s memory with the 

knowledge that we will be together again in Heaven.  Therefore, even though it is a bit 

painful to plan now, rest assured that you will in the future treasure the memories of the 

funeral as a time to remember the loved one and celebrate the promise of eternal life in 

Jesus Christ.   

 

Choosing Readings 

There are typically three readings at a funeral liturgy.  The first is from the Old 

Testament.  The recommended readings are on the pages to follow.  The second reading 

is from the New Testament, usually from a Letter, Revelation, or from the Acts of the 

Apostles.  The third reading is from one of the four gospels, and is always read by the 

priest.   Family members and friends who are Catholic may be chosen to read the first and 

second readings, if they can do so maintaining composure and without being overly 

nervous or self-conscious.  In many cases, it is better to let one of the bereavement 

ministers read, as they are not emotionally involved and are accustomed to performing 

the task. 

 

Remember that the reading you choose should be an expression of the faith you 

experienced in the deceased.   

 

Music 

The music and hymns for a Funeral Mass should be consistent with the religious nature 

of the celebration.  Our parish music minister has included a listing of appropriate songs.  

Secular songs should not be done during the Mass.   

 

Petitions 

A family member or friend may read the general intercessions, or you may have them 

read by a bereavement minister.  Suggestions are available in this booklet.  These are 

generally read at the cantor’s lectern. 

 

Eulogy 

The priest who presides at the Mass will make every attempt to incorporate personal 

information into the homily.  If the deceased is not well known to the priest, it is 

recommended that the family provide a short written history of the deceased, recounting 

likes, dislikes, and other personal insights.  If the family wishes a family member or close 

personal friend to give a remembrance after the Communion Rite, it is recommended that 

the length be limited to five minutes. 
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Visitation 

Fr. Tharp will make every effort to offer the ritual prayers for the deceased at the 

visitation before the funeral and at the place of interment after the funeral.  At times 

Father may have a conflict that cannot be changed.  In these instances, he will seek to 

provide a Deacon or lay minister to preside in the name of Sacred Heart Parish. 

 

Personal Requests 

We will make every attempt to accommodate requests that will personalize the funeral 

service while still respecting the sanctity and decorum of the Funeral Mass.  Please speak 

with Fr. Tharp regarding these special requests. 

 

 


