
Sacred Heart Parish Council 

Meeting Minutes- October 5, 2021   7:30pm 

In Attendance:  Joyce Thomas, Gayle Napier, Jim Stemann, Frank Vitale, Jeff Cadle, Arline 

Argentati, Kathy Middendorf, Reverend Larry Tharp 

Opening Prayer: Father Tharp 

Meeting Location: Sacred Heart Conference Room 

Minutes of the September 7 2021 meeting approved 

 

Old Business: 

None 

New Business: 

Lauren Cepluch presented Sleep in Heavenly Peace: This is for a capstone project Lauren is doing 

to Mount Notre Dame High School. This was brought up at the last parish council meeting. 

Lauren was asked to come to this meeting to present and answer questions.  Frank Vitale asked 

where the beds come from. They are premade in a warehouse. They can set up in a house in 10 

minutes. They are made with 2 x 6 lumber. All the materials are new. Jeff Cadle wanted them to 

make sure it is known that only new items are wanted. We need to avoid bedbugs. They need to 

pick up after every Mass.  Father Tharp asked for the Tax ID and Lauren did bring it with her. 

They work in Hamilton, Middletown, and Fairfield. The warehouse is near the old Americana on 

Route 4.  Lauren will call Lauren Obszarski to schedule 2 weekends to collect pillows, sheets, 

comforters and blankets in the Narthex. Eileen Watkins runs the Butler County Chapter. 

www.shpbeds.org for more information. Monetary donations can be made through the website. 

Motion approved  

Joe Nuxhall Book- John Kiesewetter wrote a book about Joe Nuxhall and wants to do a 25 

minute power point presentation in Fellowship Hall for Sacred Heart parishioners.  Wants to 

promote the book he wrote on Joe Nuxhall. He has had lots of people ask about how to get the 

book.  Book costs $20 and $1.00 of his sales goes to the Joe Nuxhall Foundation. We cannot 

plug someone’s product in less 100% goes to charity. The preponderant usage needs to be 

religious. That is not the problem though.  If it were a fundraiser for a 501c3 then we could do it. 

Because John is keeping most of the profits we cannot do this. It sounds very interesting but we 

just cannot risk being audited.  We would need to take to AOC attorneys.  

http://www.shpbeds.org/


Proposal to do the presentation but not to sell the book. Arline suggested this may open a can 

of worms.  Father Tharp wants to get AOC permission even if he doesn’t sell the book because 

either way he would be selling the book afterward. Jim Stemann suggested John Kiesewetter 

could do his presentation and the K of C Council could buy the books and then people could 

buy through the council. Frank Vitale thinks that this is too involved.  We are tabling this issue 

until Father Tharp talks to the AOC attorneys about all the things talked about above. 

K of C Support for our Seminarians- Mike Felerski would like to set up a table November 13 & 

14, 2021 in the Narthex accepting donations for the AOC Vocations Office. He would like for 

Father Tharp to make a pulpit announcement.  

Motion to accept Mike Felerski’s petition to have a table in the Narthex for Vocation week 

November 13th and 14th with Father Tharp making a Mass announcement. 

Motion approved 

Girl Scouts – Emily Tracy is 1st grade Girl Scouts leader. She would like to have the scouts attend 

a 10am Mass with the whole troop. They would get their Faith in Service Badge at Mass. They 

would like to have a bake sale and lemonade stand in the Narthex following Mass. Father Tharp 

would prefer having this at the 12pm Mass because of time restraints between Masses.   

Motion to approve fundraiser for after a 12pm Mass officiated by Father Tharp late November 

or early December for the Girl Scouts.       

Motion approved 

Liason letters submitted by Lauren Obszarski.  Please sign and give to Kathy Middendorf and 

Lauren will mail to the appropriate ministry.  

Committee Reports: 

Festival Updates:  Net is at $206,000 as of today. Only awaiting a couple more invoices. 

Pastor’s Report: 

 Merchants of Fairfield will be having a parade before Thanksgiving to start the Christmas 

season. Chief Maynard asked if they could stage the parade in our parking lot. They 

would start after 5:15pm on Saturday, November 27th.  The School and Boosters have no 

conflicts.  Father feels this is being good neighbors and this is good for the community.    

Motion approved 



 Beacons of Light Update- Sacred Heart and St. Ann are a “Family”.  As of July of 2027 we 

should be one canonical parish. As of July 2022 there will be one pastor for this family. 

There was talk about the current families of parishes among the group. Father said he 

was asked if he would be willing to stay but the problem is the Holy Father recently said 

that priests must retire by 75.  Father Tharp will be 76 in 2027.  He asked the priest 

formation office what they thought about this. They said they are consulting with the 

Archbishop and they will get back with him.  

Two side items:  

 Frank Vitale- Questions were brought up about safety and masks. Father Tharp said to 

rely on the health department. The AOC is stating it’s up to the church but don’t do 

anything that will get us sued.  We are not sure about the Fish Fry’s yet. We will have to 

re-evaluate in January.   

 Brian Boyce is weighing whether to stay on board. Because Brian will not be in 

attendance at most meetings we are voting a new secretary. 

Motion for Jeff Cadle to take over as secretary of Parish Council. 

Motion Approved 

Next Meeting:  November 2, 2021 7:30pm at Sacred Heart 

Motion to adjourn by:  Jeff Cadle 

Seconded by: Arline Argentati 

Motion Carried: Unanimously 

 

Closing Prayer led by Father Tharp @ 9:00pm 

 

Meeting minutes submitted by Kathy Middendorf 

  


