
Sacred Heart Parish Council 

Meeting Minutes- September 7, 2021 

In Attendance:  Joyce Thomas, Dan Schindler, Gayle Napier, Frank Vitale, Jeff Cadle, Arline 

Argentati, Kathy Middendorf, Billy Guinigundo, Reverend Larry Tharp 

Opening Prayer: Father Tharp 

Meeting Location: Sacred Heart Conference Room 

Minutes of the June 2021 meeting:  

Motion to approve by: Dan Schindler        Seconded by:  Joyce Thomas            Motion carried: 

Unanimously approved. 

Old Business: 

1. Church Exterior –Nothing- with Beacons of Light we were told not to do anything with 

Capital improvements. 

a. Sealing the Brick- Nothing 

b. Roof Leaks- In the church so far most of the places aren’t leaking- Skylight no 

leaks. In the offices there are still leaks. Bill is working on that.  

 

2. Building Repairs 

a. Ad Hoc Committee/Bathrooms gym- Covid and Beacons of Light not just on 

temporary hold but longer possibly 3 or 4 years.  

 

3. West Parking Lot- Not to look at any Capital improvements with Beacons of Light before 

us.  

We can drop all of these off our agenda for now.  

Committee Reports: 

Festival Updates: Dan Schindler said we grossed $300,000. Hoping to net at least $200,000. We 

were able to get rides this year which we didn’t think we could do because of Covid. We still 

have some outstanding invoices but net should be close to $200,000. 

 

New Business: 



Welcome New Members: Frank Vitale and Gayle Napier. Jim Stemaan was not in attendance. 

Kathy Engle and Rita Pochard termed out.  

Liason Roles- Please pick liason rolls from the ministries. The liason of the ministry will speak for 

the ministry who wants to present something to parish council.  The sheet was passed around 

for everyone to fill in their name for the ministry they wish to be liason of.  

Capstone project- Lauren Cepluch- Parishioner who attends Mount Notre Dame High School-

Non-profit organization called “Sleep in Heavenly Peace”. They provide beds for those who do 

not have them. They offer beds, sheets, blankets, etc.  Lauren would like to have a donation 

drive. Put a box in the narthex to leave a donation in the box for 2 weeks. She would like to put 

an announcement in the bulletin.  Father suggested saying yes to this but no to announcements 

in the bulletin and no announcements at Mass.  

Father asked for the tax ID number. It was requested that Lauren come to the next meeting and 

answer questions.  Joyce will talk to Lauren and have her come to the next meeting.  

Coats for Kids- Knights of Columbus –Dan Martini chairperson, sent Lauren the request to have 

the parish participate in the Coats for Kids again.  We have done this for 8 years.  They started 

out with 1 box, now up to 10 boxes.  Work closely with our SVDP.  4 groups give us a list of what 

is needed. Because of Covid we could not do fundraisers.  Whatever we don’t get the council 

covers.  The order is in for 10 boxes. This is a very successful program.   Put baskets in back or 

send an envelope to office for funds collected.  Father commented that when the nights do a 

program, they do it right. He is in support of this program.  Put in bulletin for 4 weeks starting in 

the first week in October.  

Motion to approve putting in envelope in regular collection to collect funds for Coats for Kids it 

will be in the bulletin for 4 weeks beginning in October for the Knights of Columbus: 

Frank Vitale 

Seconded: Jeff Cadle 

Motion: Passed unanimously 

 

Pastor’s Report: 

 Thank you for allowing us to put River Clean up sign in yard.  

 Father keeps getting complaints from people who sit on pews and feel like they are 

falling through. They are very loose. Some of the repairs we have made are causing 

issues.  We need to do something in the long term about pews and carpet underneath.  

It is threadbare and getting worse. 



 The baptismal font is still empty because it is leaking into the basement of the church.  

Contractors have looked at it and are having a hard time getting to the pipes.  The water 

is drawn by the pump out of lower font into higher pump and creates the waterfall. It 

was a makeshift font that Doug Webb made to keep the expense lower for the church. It 

is not an ease fix. The veneer is coming off from the water. We need to tear it down, 

keep the marble, fix the plumbing and reassemble the top. We cannot do anything until 

we know what is going on with Beacons of Light.  We believe this congregation will 

endure but we just need to be careful about costs.  

 Father would like to get a committee together for pews and carpet so that when Beacons 

of Light is over we are ready to proceed.  Would it be better to keep carpet under pews 

but alternative flooring in the aisles?  Color identification change would help identify the 

steps.  

 Beacons of Light Update- We feel like we are in limbo right now. There are a lot of 

unknowns right now. The Principal at St. Ann quit and went to another school because 

the other school is less likely to close.  Priests know they will be somewhere.  Lay people 

are nervous about what will happen with their jobs.  We will find out the families of 

parishes October 1st.  We will find out who the pastors of those families are in February.  

Father is concerned we will lose Catholic families other denominations.  We need to keep 

praying and see what happens. 

The priests get to see the families of parishes on September 29th, the principals will go 

September 30th.  Each family should have one school per family. The public should know 

as of October 1st.   

There were 402 active priests when Father Tharp was ordained.  We now have 110 priests 

and 30 over 70 years old.  

Because Father Tharp is the Dean we are having a Beacons of Light meeting to explain 

the process for once the families are announced. The meeting is Wednesday, September 

15th  at 7pm here at Sacred Heart. You will learn the process for which comments will be 

able to be made once the families are announced.  Father needs 1 or 2 lay people to 

attend.  Jeff Cadle volunteered.   

Elections 

Joyce Thomas voted President unanimously 

Dan Schindler voted Vice president unanimously 

Brian Boyce voted Secretary unanimously 



Executive Session 

 

Next Meeting: October 5, 2021 7:30pm at Sacred Heart 

 

Meeting adjorned 

Motion to adjourn by:  Jeff Cadle 

Seconded by: Frank Vitale 

Motion Carried: Unanimously 

 

Closing Prayer led by Father Tharp @ 8:57pm 

 

Meeting minutes submitted by Kathy Middendorf 

  


