
FLEXIBLE INSTRUCTIONAL DAY [FID] Q & A

1. What is a Flexible Instructional Day [FID]?
The Pennsylvania Department of Education [PDE] approved the use of
Flexible Instructional Days [FIDs] as an alternate form of instruction in
place of a day that would otherwise be canceled due to inclement weather
or a building emergency. The PDE will count this day as a full day of school.
This will prevent the school from adding makeup days to the end of the
school year or taking away days previously scheduled to be off. The Diocese
of Allentown has approved our FIDs for this school year after we use the
three days allotted in our calendar for inclement weather.

2. How will inclement weather days work for 2021-2022 school year?
There are three options when inclement weather affects a school day:
a 2-hour delay, a closure, or an FID.

FIDs will not be utilized unless Notre Dame closes beyond the three
scheduled days built into our calendar. This means there will be no learning
assignments or activities during the first three inclement weather days.
After these three days have been exhausted, families will be notified that
the next weather-related closure will be an FID.

The school community will be notified of the FID in the same manner that
we communicate delays, cancellations, and other emergencies. Notification
options include phone, text message, and email via Option C. The message
will be “Notre Dame School of Bethlehem is Closed - Flexible
Instruction Day.”

3. How will my child receive his or her assignments?
Flexible Instruction Day utilizes a combination of virtual/zoom lessons in
the morning and supporting assignments to be completed in the afternoon.
Students are expected to participate in all learning assignments during an
FID. Attendance will be taken. In grades K through 4th, students will begin
Zoom class at 9 AM, with the link provided by the teacher. Classes will
include Religion, math, reading, and language arts. The instructional day
will end by 11:30 AM and have movement breaks between lessons.
Additional classwork/homework will be assigned to complete after
instruction ends. Individual teachers will communicate their specific
schedules to their homeroom families. In grades 5th through 8th, students
will begin Zoom classes at 8:30 AM, with the links provided on their daily
schedules.  Each class will be 30 minutes long.  Classes will include
Religion, math, reading, language arts, science, and social studies.
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Additional classwork/homework will be assigned to complete after
instruction ends. Again, each Zoom class will be 30 minutes in length.

4. When will teachers be available for digital assistance?
Teachers will be available for assistance during the scheduled zoom
sessions.

5. What if a teacher is unavailable? How will this be communicated?
A teacher might be sick or unavailable during the FID just as he or she
might be on any other day of school and be unable to answer questions via
email. If a teacher is unavailable during the FID, the students’ parents will
be notified through Option C. Any questions students may have will be
answered by the teacher upon their return to school.

6. What is expected of my child?
Classroom teachers will provide students with an FID schedule and the
necessary Zoom links. This information will be available in their Google
Classroom. All students are expected to sign in as instructed. A parent
should contact his or her child’s teacher if extenuating circumstances
prohibit a student from logging in to Zoom. All students present for Zoom
class will be marked as present in their attendance records. Students not
present for Zoom class will be marked absent and expected to make up the
work.
All students must complete and turn in the learning assignments and
activities within 48 hours of 8 AM of the FID day. For example, if Tuesday is
an FID, school work is due by 8 AM on Thursday. A parent should contact
his or her child’s teacher if extenuating circumstances prohibit a student
from completing the work satisfactorily.  Note that our teachers have
individual policies regarding incomplete or failed assignments.

7. What happens if my child does not complete the FID assignments?
The student will lose the point value or grade for the assignment, and this
loss will negatively impact his or her trimester grade.

8. What if my child is sick on the FID and cannot complete the work?
If a student is sick on the FID, parents will be expected to follow the
standard procedure for reporting an illness. An absentee note must be
submitted upon the student’s return to school, and the student will be
expected to make up the work per his or her teacher’s policy.
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9. What if my child is on a scheduled absence?
The student will be expected to make up the learning assignments and
activities per the teacher’s directives.

10. What's the benefit of an FID?
An FID is classified as a school day and counts toward the number of
required instructional days for the year. Therefore, there will be little need
to extend the school year to make up for closure due to inclement weather
or a building emergency.


