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Welcome to ND Knightly
News
ND Knightly News is a student organization that has the goal of
providing our school community and interested families with
news about our school. Under the guidance of our faculty advisor, Mrs. Karabasz, and our technology advisor, Mrs. Borger, our
goal is to feature the happenings at our school in a student newspaper.
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Jason Pham
Angelica Zuccaro
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8th Grade Marathon Performance

The Marathon Strikes Back!
By Jason Pham, ND Knightly News
The annual Notre Dame Marathon was held on October 10th, 2014.
The students walked 3-5 miles to raise money for our school. It was a wonderful day filled with Notre Dame Spirit and Knightly Pride.
The Marathon started with an energetic Pep Rally to promote our
school spirit. The teachers performed a crazy dance—dressed in funky costumes— wrapping up with a choreographed dance to the cool song, “YMCA”.
The 8th grade class annual dance was to “I Got the Magic In Me” from the
movie “Pitch Perfect”. It was a stunning display of talent and teamwork led by
our Vice Principal and 8th Grade teacher Mrs. Hopper.

It was sunny when we left to walk, but it soon started to rain, but
didn’t damper the enthusiasm. When we were back from the walk, we ate
lunch, had great desserts and played some awesome games. During the Talent
Show the tiresome kids showed off their exotic talents. The leader boards
were:
1st Place The Synchronized Swimmers of 6th Grade (Comedy)
Reagan McGill, Zack Naradko, Brady White, Cole Hershmen, Jordon Troxell, Tommy
Bothwell, Hunter Cantwell, Hudson Oberholzer, and Ethan Metzger

2nd Place Kaylyn Ward- (Vocal)
3rd Place TJ Bamgbelu-Guitar/ Jamir Perez- (Dance)

Afterwards the Preschool- 3rd grade went to the illusive magic show,
where 3 lucky students earned a prize. It was an amazing performance.

Art
By: Angelica Zuccaro,
ND Knightly News
This is the first year of
teaching at Notre Dame
for our art teacher, Mrs.
Dwyre. Using the curriculum created by the Diocese, she develops her
lesson plans by researching on the internet, looking in art and drawing
books, and watching videos.
For Catholic Schools
Week she created a
school-wide fish project.
The fish were then displayed throughout the
school. Mrs. Dwyre
picked this activity because she wanted to
teach our students that
everyone is unique and
has individual style just
as fish do.
Mrs. Dwyre’s inspiration for becoming an art
teacher was that she
thought it was important
for kids to be creative and
love art. She said, “It’s
fun to teach things kids
like.” Mrs. Dwyre loves
being at Notre Dame because the students are
respectful, creative and
fun to teach.

Bishop Barres and Monsignor Baddick

Spotlight: Msgr. Baddick
By: Angelica Zuccaro and Hunter Cantwell, ND Knightly News
Monsignor Baddick was born on July 30th, 1955, in Tamaqua, Pennsylvania.
He was the only son and had four sisters. He attended Marian High School.
The school had top-notch priests on the faculty. Monsignor's inspiration for
becoming a priest came to him in high school. He heard that the Church needed more priests. He thought that the he would help and soon entered the
seminary and began pursuing his vocation.
Monsignor has been the pastor of Notre Dame for nine years . Monsignor

gathers information for his homilies by reading a lot of material such as periodicals, commentaries, Catholic blogs, and he also saves stories that he hears
for later use.
Parishioners asked him when he was going to build a gym. He said that he
wanted to strengthen Notre Dame spiritually before he built a gym. By adding
parish retreats and missions, Monsignor saw the Church grow spiritually. He is
proud that Notre Dame is growing stronger spiritually; we are a reflection of
our great love for Jesus. He feels we are now ready for a new Parish Center.
The Parish Center is going to be a place for all ages; it is going to have a
lot of life and activity. There will be sports, plays, dances, Tricky Tray,
Christmas Eve Mass, and all kinds of celebrations. He said, “It takes many
people to work together to complete the Parish Center and I am very thankful
for the financial support.” The gym will hopefully be completed by September
1st, 2015. Grace Industries is building our Parish Center. It is owned by a parishioner; we are very grateful to have the ability for a parishioner to be responsible for this very important construction.

MUSIC
By Lauren Lancaster, ND Knightly News
Mrs. Farris, our music teacher, has been
here for ten years. She loved music as a child.
When she was younger she wanted to be a
teacher. She combined her interest in teaching with her wonderful talent and decided to
become a music teacher.

At Notre Dame, Mrs. Farris teaches a little bit of all the genres of music. In 6th
grade, Mrs. Farris is currently teaching us
about historical music and what lyrics can tell
us about past events.
Our school is blessed to have Mrs. Farris
as our musical director.

Scenes from The 8th Grade Play

ND 8th GRADE PERFORMS
“THE BEST CHRISTMAS PAGEANT EVER”
By Robert Henry, ND Knightly News
th

The 8 Grade at Notre Dame performed their annual Christmas Play
on December 2nd 2014. With thorough preparation and practice over
many weeks, the 8th Grade presented, “The Best Christmas Pageant Ever”, under the direction of Mrs. Hopper and Mrs. Iobst.
“The Best Christmas Pageant Ever” follows the story of a group of
Sunday School Students who are preparing for the annual Christmas pageant, when many things go wrong. Their regular director, Mrs. Armstrong
(Madeline Wickel), is injured, and is taken to the hospital, but she is soon
replaced by the Mother (Taliyah Torres/Annelise Lynch) of Beth(Megan
Shiffert/Nadia Gonzalez), the narrator. Even worse, the local ragtag bullies, the Herdmans (Henry Pavis, Ainsley McCool/Hannah Ryan, Peter
Sweeney, Nate Palanicka, Robert Henry, and Sarah Lopez/Kaylee Levernier) join the play, and threaten to absolutely ruin it.
Finally, when the play is performed, the Herdmans learn the true
meaning of Christmas, and gained a newfound respect for the play and its
story. In the end, the Herdmans, instead of turning the play into a disaster,
make it one of the best plays the Sunday School had ever produced.
The entire 8th class pulled together to create an exemplary performance enjoyed by the entire Notre Dame Community.

PJAS Regional
Winners
1st Place Winners


Jordan Judd



Annelise Lynch



Patrick Metzger



Jacob Moser



Megan Nauroth



Henry Pavis



Alex Tucker



Madeline Wickel



Kayla Zigmont



Zandra Dayoub



Gracelyn Downey



Amber Freeh



Robert Henry

In a true compliment
to our ND Science
team, all of our
school participants
placed in this year’s
event.
Congratulations to all
of our ND Scientists!

2015 PJAS Participants

ND 7th AND 8th GRADE STUDENTS
ENTER PJAS 2015
By Robert Henry, ND Knightly News

This year, many scientists in the 7th and 8th Grade are entering into the Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science
(PJAS) to present their chosen experiment, gather thorough
results to the highest scrutiny, and ultimately create a PowerPoint project that they present before a group of judges at
Easton High School. Projects included the areas of biology,
physics, chemistry, and more.
Last year, many students competed in PJAS and won first
place in their region which allowed them to compete statewide at Penn State University. The first presentations occurred at Easton High School on February 28th, 2015. Thirteen students that earned the 1st place prize here will go to
the State PJAS meeting, at Penn State. The Penn State
event will occur on May 19th, 2015.

iPads &
Technology
By Hunter Cantwell &Hudson
Oberholzer,
ND Knightly News

7th Graders Lerarning about Sequencing

Here at Notre Dame, technology has an enormous effect on student education. Technology is everywhere. In the
21st century, iPads are like the pencil and paper of the 20th century. Teachers use the iPads for games, movies,
notes and research. Sometimes teachers put their students in groups to work with iPads. We asked the teachers
their opinion of the iPads in the classroom. Mrs. Karabasz said “It is engaging for all students.” In her 6th grade
classroom she uses iPads for Web Quests and utilizes thesaurus.com for writing.
Smart Boards are another tool used in the classroom. Mrs. Rivera told us that she uses the Smart Board for writing notes and for students to complete problems. Mrs. Hopper shared that she uses her Smart Board for PowerPoints and video clips. Everyone agrees that the Smart Boards are useful and have an effect on student motivation
and learning.
In computer class all grades have been busy learning all year long. Some of the younger grades have been using
Code.org to learn programming and our 7th graders are using Scratch to learn about sequencing and animation. In
the 4th quarter they will write an animated story for the their first grade buddies.
We started the year by taking a look at hardware and learning some file management basics. All classes have
learned about digital safety and good computer etiquette. Other topics include Paint, Word, Excel and PowerPoint.
In Kindergarten, Mrs. Romero read the story Chicka, Chicka, Boom, Boom and then the students use MS Paint to
create their own letter tree. The students’ trees were
combined into a presentation and displayed on our
wall and class website so everyone can see what
mouse experts and great artists they have become.
Our 5th graders created a Saint PowerPoint that they
could use for the religion award. The 6th graders
completed their famous scientist PowerPoint. And,
our 8th graders are working on an end of the year
video.

Mrs. Borger expects to have our ChromeBooks
online shortly. She told us that we’ll be using Google
Apps for Education with them. Along with our growing
number of iPads, they will provide us with a new tool
to use in the lab and in the classroom.

6A celebrates being the top pledge classroom for this year’s Marathon

Mrs. Egbert,
HSA President on Marathon
By: Jason Pham, ND Knightly News
To learn more about the awesome Marathon, Jason Pham interviewed Mrs. Egbert.
Q: Why do you support the Marathon?
A: It is a fundraiser to earn money for the school. The money is used to pay for the air conditioning, expenses and electronics; such as iPads, computers, techs, etc. Most money this year will go to the Parish Center; HSA has pledged
$100,000 dollars.
Q: How much money was raised? What is it going to be used for?
A: This year the Marathon raised about $53,000; half of it is going to the Parish Center.
Q: What is your experience with the Marathon?
A: “It was stressful because this was my 1st year of doing the Marathon.”
Q: Why is the Talent Show a part of the Marathon?
A: It’s a chance for students to show what they do out of school. It’s something that’s one-of-a-kind. Our students are
very talented.
Q: Do you plan any changes for The Marathon next year?

A: HSA wants a few more parents to help in the Marathon setup. They also want to break the jobs down into something
simpler.
Q: Is there anything you would like to add to the Marathon?
A: I would like to add a bit more prizes for class participation. Because class participation is very important, every little
bit helps. The best way to increase that is for better prizes.

Science at Notre Dame
By Dylan Leiby and Thomas Bothwell, ND Knightly News
Notre Dame is proud of its science programs. The science lab is engaging and provides a hands on learning experience.
In Kindergarten the students are learning about pathogens and staying
healthy. Mrs. Schneible is the science coordinator for K-4 and designs all
their labs. For lab they have done a hand washing exercise. The first grade
is learning about Life Science and plants. They have done a “Plant’s Needs
Lab” and planted seed. The second grade is learning Earth Science and
Weather. They made tornado bottles and thermometer models in the lab. In
third grade they are learning physical science and matter classification. For
lab they explored a periodic table and measured mass and volume. The
fourth grade is learning earth and space science. They did a constellation
lab and made star finders.
Mrs. Karabasz is the 5th and 6th grade science teacher. In fifth grade,
the children have learned about invertebrates, cells, kingdoms of living
things, and are currently learning about meteorology. For labs they have
done a clam dissection, a mushroom dissection, Funky Fungi day, Mollusk
Discovery Day, and “It’s a Bug’s Life” day. The sixth grade has learned
chemistry, atoms, elements, compounds, nuclear reactions, physical reactions, and chemical reactions. Sixth grade is currently learning about Light
Energy. They have done a molecule building lab, acid/base lab, oxidation
lab, and a chemical blast lab.
Mrs. Iobst is the 7th and 8th grade science teacher. The seventh grade is
learning about Microbiology. Seventh grade is attempting to grow a pure
culture in their lab. They gram stained. Next, they are testing different products to see if how effective anti bacterial see are. The eighth grade is learning about astronomy. The eighth graders are creating a scale model of a
solar system.
Students are really exhibiting adept scientific process skills and enjoying
their lab experiences. Science has benefited the world by making new inventions that make the world a better place and has saved millions of lives.

Spelling Bee
Nine Notre Dame students
represented our school in the
annual CYO Spelling Bee.
Eighth Grader Nadia Gonzalez
advanced to the Diocesan
competition where she placed
2nd.
Grade 6
 Reagan McGill
 Nicole Moussa
 Hudson Oberholzer
Grade 7
 Zandra Dayoub

 Abigail Roberts
 Kaylyn Ward
Grade 8
 Nadia Gonzalez
 Robert Henry
 Taliyah Torres

