
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 5, 2021 

 

LETTER TO ALL THE FAITHFUL OF ST. MICHAEL CATHOLIC CHURCH 

 
Dear Parish Family,  
 

     Greetings from Fr. Balaji Boyalla.  Please note that Governor Abbott’s announcement regarding masks and 

occupancy limits, which goes into effect on Wednesday, March 10, removes a government mandate for masks, social 

distancing, etc.  He also emphasized that everyone still has a personal responsibility to the good of the overall 

community.   
 

    In the context of this announcement, Bishop Michael Olson has issued a pastoral letter, which is available HERE.  

Also, we have been directed by the diocesan office to provide you with a copy of his pastoral letter from September 

25, 2020, which you can find HERE. 
 

     St. Michael parish will follow all protocols in place, out of concern for our sisters and brothers, until our Bishop 

provides further instruction to the Diocese.  We will continue with the current requirements for masks, social 

distancing, sanitizing hands, receiving communion only on the hands. This is to continue to provide an appropriate 

level of care to the entire community of St. Michael, per the CDC guidelines (which have not changed!). 
 

    Below is a short summary of the Covid-19 protocols that have been and remain in effect at St Michael: 
  

  1. If you are currently experiencing any Covid-19 symptoms, PLEASE REMAIN AT HOME and livestream the 

spiritual activities. 
 

  2. Masks are still required when you are on the campus of St. Michael, whether that is in the sanctuary for Mass, 

Sacraments, Adoration, prayer and/or the Parish Mission, or the office areas for other reasons.  The CDC recommends 

everyone over the age of 2 years of age wear a mask. 
 

  3. Physical distancing is still in place with a requirement of 6 feet (2 arm lengths) between any family group that 

routinely resides under the same roof.  This means that the pew seating restrictions of St. Michael are not being 

relaxed at this time. 
 

  4. Hand washing/hand sanitizing is still the recommended norm for everyone entering St. Michael campus.  If you 

cough or sneeze into your hands, you should immediately wash and/or sanitize your hands again. 
 

  5. The cleaning and disinfecting routines of St. Michael will remain in effect after each gathering that occurs on 

campus. 
 

  6. We encourage you to come back to Church as we follow these protocols in place. When you attend Mass in 

person, the Holy Communion will be given in your hand.  
 

  7. Your health and your safety is very important to us.  Let us remember to support each other during this time. 
 

     If you have any questions, please contact our Chief of Staff, Deacon Walt Stone, at 817.510.2714 or 

DeaconWalt@smcchurch.org.  Remember, we, as Catholic Christians, must still act in accordance with the  

common good.  Thank you for your understanding and let us remember to pray for each other. 

https://fwdioc.org/news-3-4-21-bpolson-pastoral-letter-maintain-current-protocols-en.pdf
https://fwdioc.org/news-9-25-20-bpolson-updated-protocols-covid19-and-flu-season.pdf

