
Pastoral Letter regards to Covid19 

 
May 23, 2020 

 

Dear Parish Family, 

 

As anticipated, we received the newest Pastoral Letter from Bishop Olson 

yesterday afternoon, which outlined “Phase 2” of a Return to Mass within the 

Diocese of Fort Worth. I strongly encourage you to read the entire Pastoral 

Letter but I have provided an outline of the changes that will affect our St. 

Michael parish community: 

 

 The faithful remain dispensed from the obligation to attend Mass at this time, 

especially those over 60, the immunocompromised, or anyone who feels ill or 

thinks they may have been exposed to the novel coronavirus. 

 

 Everyone MUST wear a mask or scarf over their mouth and nose when they 

attend Mass, confession, or come to the parish offices. This is a directive from 

the Bishop and attendees will not be seated without a mask. If you don’t have 

one, we have some here at the parish that an usher can provide to you. 

 

 Effective immediately, the exterior doors will be locked 10 minutes after the 

start of Mass for the safety of our parishioners and to ensure our ushers can 

focus their attention on the sanctuary. If you arrive late or need to leave the 

building during Mass at any time, an usher will help you to let you in or out of 

the building. 

 

 We will maintain 25%-50% occupancy capacity and 6ft distancing in our 

Church at this time, due to the configuration and proximity of our pews. We 

will continue to reassess this as attendance at Mass continues to increase and 

may choose to increase occupancy and/or shorten social distancing spacing 

from 6 feet to 3 feet (as the Bishop noted) at a later date. 

 

 We will continue to livestream all Masses, on Facebook Live and on our 

YouTube Channel. 

https://fwdioc.org/news-5-21-20-pastoral-letter-second-phase-public-masses-en.pdf
https://www.facebook.com/pg/SMCCBedford/videos/?ref=page_internal
https://www.youtube.com/c/SaintMichaelCatholicChurch


 

 Please note: only Doors on the East side will be open either to enter or Exit. 

Remember, masks still must be worn within the building at all times. 

 

 Per the directives of the Bishop, the procedure for distributing Holy 

Communion at an outside-designated area is to be discontinued.  

 

 Beginning Monday, May 25, we will no longer be distributing communion in 

our parking lots and instead encourage those wishing to receive Holy Eucharist 

to come to the Narthex.  

 

 On Saturday, May 30, at the 6:00 PM Vigil Mass, we will welcome the RCIA 

Catechumen and Candidates into the sacraments of initiation and full reception 

into the Catholic Church. The celebration of this Mass would normally have 

occurred during the Easter Vigil, and will last longer than a typical weekend 

Mass. 

 

 Once the Church reaches its capacity, we may respectfully request you sit in 

the Great Hall, or you may choose to attend Mass on Sunday, May 31.  Thank 

you for your patience and cooperation. 

 

 We gratefully appreciate your continued support to St Michael our parish.  We 

thank you for your assistance in meeting our ongoing expenses. You can make 

your contributions online here.  

 

 Let us continue to pray for each other during this pandemic time. You are very 

much in my prayers, thinking of you, I hope to celebrate the Holy Eucharist 

with you either in person or in spirit.  

 

 God Bless you and your families with Good Health. 

 

Rev. Balaji Boyalla 

Pastor 
 

https://smcchurch.weshareonline.org/
https://smcchurch.weshareonline.org/

