
 



 

DEACON’S DIALOGUE 

This past week we observed two wonderful celebrations. On Tuesday, we 

celebrated the memorial of our parish namesake, St. John Vianney. If you 

have never read or heard anything about him, you need to search him out, 

for he was unmistakably a remarkable pastor and it’s no wonder he is the 

patron saint of parish priests. (I especially love his IOWA connection. That 

is, beginning with his seminary years, he was a classmate and remained a 

close friend throughout his life with the person who would become the first 

bishop of the Dubuque Archdiocese, none other than Bishop Mathias Loras.) Most remarkable 

about this simple man, was his love of God’s people and desire to help them repent and return to 

God. I have seen numbers of anywhere from 12-18 hours a day being spent in the confessional by 

him, and it is said he had the ability to read a person’s heart and could name their sins before they 

were even confessed. What a reconciliation experience that must have been! 

 

The other celebration was Thursday’s Feast of the Transfiguration. The Transfiguration has always 

intrigued me. I think it is because the three apostles, Peter, James, and John, were given a glimpse 

of Jesus who is God, after having spent quite some time with him as Jesus who is human. I am 

partial to this celebration – and this “fourth Mystery of Light” because I believe it is a foreshadowing 

of what WE will one day be in heaven. I sometimes speculate on what my ‘glorified’ body will be 

like, but then, I must remind myself that it is not about a glorified body that is important, but rather, a 

gloried spirit --  someone without sin, someone who is “love” and hence, very Christ-like indeed. 

 

Do you realize that we always hear the Transfiguration account on the second Sunday of Lent each 

year? With this Gospel, the Church intentionally proclaims Christ’s divinity to both the RCIA newly 

Elect as well as to all of us who are baptized. By contrast, with the Gospel for the first Sunday of 

Lent each year, we hear of Jesus’ temptation in the desert and with it, the Church clearly tells us 

about Jesus’ humanity. 

 

Isn’t it awesome, that in the same week, we are able to celebrate the humanity of one who gave his 

life to not only become more Christ-like, but whose sole purpose was to help those who came to 

him do the same? And then, we get to celebrate a glimpse of what God intends us to be – an image 

of Himself.  

 

One more thing about this awesome week, although not an “official” decree of the Church, 

reportedly Our Lady of Medjugorje told the visionaries that August 5, the day between St John 

Vianney’s feast and the Transfiguration, is her birthday!  Again, what a week to celebrate!  I pray 

you all have a blessed and holy week, this next week! 

The church will not be open for private prayer during the week of August 10-14. Private prayer 

hours resume on August 17. (Daily Masses will be held as usual.) 

Due to COVID-19 restrictions, the Sacrament of Reconciliation will not be held prior to Mass on 

Saturdays until further notice. Confessions may be heard by appointment only; please call Fr. Jim 

(563-332-7910) to schedule. 



 

MASS INTENTIONS 
 

The public celebration of all Masses takes place in the church. All Masses are live-streamed at their 

specific time, viewable live or later on our Facebook page (facebook.com/sjvbett) or website 

(sjvbett.org). Intentions for this week: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

INTENTION CANDLES 

Through memorial gifts of family and friends, the candles around the statue of Mary are lit for your 

special intentions. To offset the expense, a gift of $5 per candle is requested. Candles are lit by the 

staff only. Please contact the office to make your requests (563-332-7910 or office@sjvbett.org). 
 

AUGUST 9 - 15, 2020 
 

 

 
 

FROM DEATH TO NEW LIFE,  
OUR PRAYERS AND SYMPATHY TO: 

The family and friends of Rosemary Grady 

 

Dan Drexler and family on the death of his father, Wayne Drexler 

 

The family and friends of Seth Wood 

 
May they rest in peace. 

 
 
 

 

 
WELCOME TO THE NEWEST MEMBER OF 
OUR FAITH, BAPTIZED IN CHRIST JESUS:  

The parishioners of St. John Vianney 

†  Paul Mapes / Beth Waligora Urmy 

†  Sara Mahoney 

†  Paul Spencer Schonher 

†  James Vrba, Sr. 

†  Jeanette Manthey 

 

†  Barbara C. Kelly / Mary Rogers 

†  Betty Hermsen Gassman & Jerry Hermsen 

The parishioners of St. John Vianney 

†  David & Kathy Wessel / Frank Thomsen 

Sunday, August 9 (8:30am): 

Sunday, August 9 (11:00am): 

Tuesday, August 11 (7:45am): 

Wednesday, August 12 (9:00am): 

Thursday,  August 13 (9:00am): 

Friday, August 14 (9:00am): 

Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

Saturday, August 15 (9:00am) 

Saturday, August 15 (4:30pm): 

Sunday, August 16 (8:30am): 

Sunday, August 16 (11:00am): 

Beth Waligora Urmy 

Kevin Seward 

Jerry VanDaele 

Marilyn Freking 

Louanne Keck 

P. Spencer Schonher 

Edward Lioen 

Mary Rogers 

Thomas Brimeyer 

Helen Elizabeth Krol 

Daughter of Kile & Aubree 

Jack Keimig 

Special Intention 

https://facebook.com/sjvbett
https://sjvbett.org
mailto:office@sjvbett.org


 





 

PRESCHOOL REGISTRATION 2020-21  
 

Our 2-day class is open to younger three-year-olds for the new school 

year. Kiddos who will turn three any time this fall are welcome to apply 

when they are fully potty-trained. If your child’s third birthday is after 

September 15, they will be eligible for the 3-day class in 2021-22 (i.e. not 

the 5-day, state-funded program for four-year-olds, which must adhere to 

the September 15 cutoff date). Applications are on the SJV website: sjvbett.org/preschool. 

 

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION (all levels) 
 

Registration for RELIGIOUS EDUCATION, JUNIOR HIGH ALIVE, YOUTH 

MINISTRY, AND MUSIC MINISTRY is now open for all parishioners, 

preschool through 12th grade. Please go to our website, sjvbett.org, and click 

the registration link on our home page. 
  

If you have any questions, please contact: 
 

 

WEDNESDAY TAIZÉ PRAISE AND 

SJV'S GOT TALENT  
In addition to Taizé Praise, we are now offering SJV'S GOT 

TALENT on alternate Wednesday evenings at 6:30pm on the 

SJV Facebook page. Make sure to "tune in" every Wednesday for 

either Taizé Praise or SJV'S GOT TALENT to give God praise 

through music! Would you like to offer a talent to share with our 

parish? Please contact Eleanor Kiel (liturgy@sjvbett.org) for 

details on how to submit your video. 

 

THANK YOU FOR YOUR FINANCIAL STEWARDSHIP  
 

We appreciate the steadfastness of parishioners continuing to send regular contributions via the 

mail. Many more are also giving online, which is easy and secure. If you wish to do the same, visit 

sjvbett.org, scroll down to the GIVE ONLINE icon on our homepage, and follow the steps provided. 

OUR WEEKLY STEWARDSHIP REPORT 

   Fiscal YTD Actual:   $113,134 

Fiscal YTD Budget:     $98,602 

Weekly Amount Received:  $25,037 

Weekly Amount Budgeted:  $21,990 

Jeannie Moran (Preschool—6th grade) 

re@sjvbett.org 

Eleanor Kiel (Music Ministry) 

liturgy@sjvbett.org 
Jan Stevenson (7th—12th grade) 

ym@sjvbett.org 

https://sjvbett.org/preschool
https://sjvbett.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjvbett
mailto:liturgy@sjvbett.org
https://sjvbett.org
mailto:re@sjvbett.org
mailto:liturgy@sjvbett.org
mailto:ym@sjvbett.org


BOOK DISCUSSIONS—AUGUST/SEPTEMBER 

The next two books for our discussion group have been selected. If you would like to get the books 

and join the discussion for one or both, email Janene Misak at janenemisak1000@msn.com. 
 

Monday, August 31—1:00pm—via Zoom—Dear Edward, by Ann Napolitano 
 

One summer morning, twelve-year-old Edward Adler, his beloved older brother, 

his parents, and 183 other passengers board a flight in Newark headed for Los 

Angeles. Among them are a Wall Street wunderkind, a young woman coming to 

terms with an unexpected pregnancy, an injured veteran returning from 

Afghanistan, a business tycoon, and a free-spirited woman running away from her 

controlling husband. Halfway across the country, the plane crashes. Edward is the 

sole survivor. 
 

Edward’s story captures the attention of the nation, but he struggles to find a place 

in a world without his family. He continues to feel that a part of himself has been 

left in the sky, forever tied to the plane and all his fellow passengers. But then he makes an 

unexpected discovery—one that will lead him to the answers of some of life’s most profound 

questions: When you’ve lost everything, how do you find the strength to put one foot in front of the 

other? How do you learn to feel safe again? How do you find meaning in your life? 

 
 

Monday, September 28—1:00pm—via Zoom—The Warmth of Other Suns by 

Isabel Wilkerson. It's a hefty book but has won tons of awards! 
 

From 1915 to 1970, this exodus of almost six million people changed the face of 

America. Wilkerson compares this epic migration to the migrations of other peoples 

in history. She interviewed more than a thousand people, and gained access to new 

data and official records, to write this definitive and vividly dramatic account of how 

these American journeys unfolded, altering our cities, our country, and ourselves. 
 

With stunning historical detail, Wilkerson tells this story through the lives of three 

unique individuals: Ida Mae Gladney, who in 1937 left sharecropping and 

prejudice in Mississippi for Chicago, where she achieved quiet blue-collar success and, in old age, 

voted for Barack Obama when he ran for an Illinois Senate seat; sharp and quick-tempered George 

Starling, who in 1945 fled Florida for Harlem, where he endangered his job fighting for civil rights, 

saw his family fall, and finally found peace in God; and Robert Foster, who left Louisiana in 1953 to 

pursue a medical career, the personal physician to Ray Charles as part of a glitteringly successful 

medical career, which allowed him to purchase a grand home where he often threw exuberant 

parties. 
 

Wilkerson brilliantly captures their first treacherous and exhausting cross-country trips by car and 

train and their new lives in colonies that grew into ghettos, as well as how they changed these cities 

with southern food, faith, and culture and improved them with discipline, drive, and hard work. Both 

a riveting microcosm and a major assessment, The Warmth of Other Suns is a bold, remarkable, 

and riveting work, a superb account of an “unrecognized immigration” within our own land. Through 

the breadth of its narrative, the beauty of the writing, the depth of its research, and the fullness of 

the people and lives portrayed herein, this book is destined to become a classic. 

mailto:janenemisak1000@msn.com


ADULT FAITH FORMATION CLASSES 

We are excited to offer the following courses to help adults grow spiritually and in their knowledge of 
scripture and the Catholic faith. All classes will be online for this fall. (Hopefully, by spring, we can 
gather in person again!) We know that adults are busy and the pandemic makes schedules 
uncertain. These classes are offered with a wide range of flexibility, encouraging everyone to join in 
as they are able. All classes will have an at-home component and a gathering time online using 
Zoom or other platforms. If you are not familiar with Zoom, we will teach you how to use it. All are 
welcome!  Please contact Judy Benevento (563-343-0443 or judybill64@aol.com. 
 
Jesus: The Way, the Truth, and the Life           Mondays, 6:30pm, beginning Sept. 14 

 

Anchored in the life of Christ, this study explores the entirety of Jesus’ life—who 
he is, what he taught, what he did for our salvation, and what all of this means 
for us as Catholics today. This study was filmed in the Holy Land so Catholics 
can experience the extraordinary world in which Jesus lived. This study 
shows, in a simple way, how Jesus, the Incarnate God, is both fully divine and 
fully human—his intimacy with the Father, his revelation of the Father’s love, 
and his extraordinary influence on his disciples, his followers, and even his 
enemies. Most importantly, this encounter with Christ will inspire and empower 
you to center your entire life in him. (10-week study) 
 

 
U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults            

 

This course on the Catholic faith will 
enable us to grow in holiness and take 
greater responsibility in promoting the 
life and mission of the Church. We’ll study the Creed, sacraments, moral life, and 
prayer. Each chapter begins with a story of a saint or holy person, many from the 
U.S. It goes on to explain church teachings and their relationship to the culture. 
Prayers and reflection questions lead to a deeper understanding. This course is 
offered at multiple times for the greatest flexibility for participants, considering how 
uncertain schedules can be with the pandemic. We know families may be working 
from home and/or have kids online for school, etc. This allows a broader window for 

participation. Please choose your main time to participate, but know you are welcome to join us 
each week as your schedule allows. If you want to join us more than once per week—whether to 
catch up with fellow parishioners, pray together, or to hear what others say about the lesson—that's 
fine too. You are also welcome to get the book for study, but not join us online. 

 

Cut here ————————Cut here————————Cut here————————Cut Here————————Cut here———— 
 

ADULT FAITH FORMATION REGISTRATION FALL 2020 
 

Name:  ______________________________________________________________ 

 

Phone:  _________________________ Email:  ______________________________ 
 

Jesus: The Way, Truth, & Life    $ 25.00   Monday          6:30pm 

U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults   $ 20.00  Tuesday    9:45am 

U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults   $ 20.00     Wednesday    9:45am 

U.S. Catholic Catechism for Adults    $ 20.00   Thursday         6:30pm 
 

Please make checks payable to St. John Vianney. Scholarships available if finances are tight due to the pandemic.  
This form can be printed and mailed to SJV or you may contact Judy Benevento to register: judybill64@aol.com or  
563-343-0443. 

Tuesdays, 9:45am, beginning Sept. 8 

Wednesdays, 9:45am, beginning Sept. 9 

Thursdays, 6:30pm, beginning Sept. 10 

mailto:Judybill64@aol.com
mailto:Judybill64@aol.com


WEEKEND MASS RESERVATION INFORMATION 

Inside Option 

Please continue using the Eventbrite link on our website or Facebook page 

for the weekend Mass you plan to attend. This helps us to prepare the proper 

amount of hosts for Communion and have adequate space in the 

pews. Reservations may be made up to 15 minutes prior to Mass time. 
 

A reservation is required for each person in your family, including children. (If 

you are serving in a liturgical role, you do not need a reservation  for yourself; 

but, family members attending with you do.) Show your reservation to the 

ushers (either printed or on your phone) when you enter the building. Those 

who do not have internet access may call the office (563-332-7910) by Thursday afternoon to make 

a reservation and receive confirmation via snail mail. (The office remains closed to 

visitors.) Reservations for Daily Mass are not required at this time. 

 

Outside Option 

For those who do not wish to enter a large group setting, but still long to 

receive Eucharist, you may participate in Mass from our church parking lot. 

Come at Mass time, view and participate in our Mass online (in your vehicle, 

on your mobile device) and receive Holy Communion during the time of 

communion. (This is a change from previous weeks.) An Extraordinary 

Minister will come to the outside of the main wooden doors. Exit your car 

with your mask on, walk to the carport while maintaining social distance, and 

receive Holy Communion.  

This option still requires advanced planning to prepare adequately, so please 

make your reservations by going to our website and clicking on the parking lot option for Mass. 

Reservations are by person, not by vehicle. 

 

 

 

 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION  

OF THE BLESSED VIRGIN MARY 
Saturday, August 15—9:00am 

(Not a Holy Day of Obligation) 

 

Join us for a special Mass on Saturday morning, celebrating 

the life of the Blessed Virgin Mary and her assumption into 

heaven. The Mass will be complete with instrumental music, 

prayers, and the Eucharist. All COVID-19 restrictions will be 

in place, but no reservations are required. 

 

We will also live stream this Mass on our Facebook page. 

https://www.sjvbett.org
https://www.facebook.com/sjvbett
https://www.sjvbett.org
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mass-tickets-106818390682
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/mass-parking-lot-option-tickets-111995589824


CATHOLIC SOCIAL TEACHINGS 

The resources listed below are intended to be an invitation to 

learn more about the Catholic Church’s social teachings. 

We’ll share a variety of topics here and strive to include topics 

that focus on charity and justice. 

 

• Racism is a tough topic for adults—so when is it the right 

time to talk about it with your children? Some topics, like fairness and equality, make sense to 

our very young parishioners. Others, like activism and institutionalized racism, require more 

historical context and maturity. Click here to read How to Talk to Your Kids About Racism 

from Nationwide Children’s Hospital. 
 

What’s next? Do you have a video, article, or other item that we could feature? Email the Social 

Justice Committee a message here! You are also welcome to join our monthly (video) 

meetings. Our committee meets again Tuesday, August 25 at 7:00pm. 

 

ANNUAL SCHOOL SUPPLY DRIVE 

We are all well aware that “back to school” this year is the 

subject of much debate … but, what’s not to be debated is 

the ever-present need for school supplies for area agencies 

and local children. (Also not up for debate—the generosity of 

SJV!) 
 

Our annual school supply drive will be a challenge this year, 

but to face it head on, we ask that you trust US to do the shopping. Even though we cannot accept 

your physical donations of all those brand-new supplies, your monetary contributions will make a big 

difference in making an already challenging year just a little bit easier for so many kiddos. 
 

To donate online, please click here: 2020 School Supply Drive OR you may mail your donations to 

the church—clearly marked for “school supplies”—by August 20.           THANK YOU, SJV! 

 

SUBSTITUTE PRESCHOOL 

TEACHERS NEEDED 

Our preschool is in need of substitute teachers for the 2020-21 

school year. Requirements include a current Iowa teaching 

license, substitute license, or two years of college, and Safe 

Environment (Virtus) certification with a background check (both 

to be completed via the SJV parish office). All preschool classes 

are in session during the morning hours. If you are interested in 

applying, please contact: 
 

Christy Barnum, Preschool Director: preschool@sjvbett.org. 

https://www.nationwidechildrens.org/family-resources-education/700childrens/2020/06/how-to-talk-to-your-kids-about-racism
mailto:huntingtinylions@gmail.com?subject=Social%20Justice%20@%20SJV%20-%20Bulletin


HAVE YOU TURNED IN  

YOUR STEPS? 
 

The Virtual Summer Walking Program ended on Friday, July 

31. Please tally your steps for the month of July and submit to 

Health Ministry, health@sjvbett.org, or by leaving a voice mail at 

563-332-7910, ext. 122. Remember that ALL of your activities count! In these warm summer days, 

remember to keep moving, stay healthy, and keeps hydrated to replace the water lost from 

sweating. This will prevent fatigue and poor physical performance. Thank you to all who participated 

in our virtual program this year!   

 

NEW FAMILIES  

WELCOMED IN JULY 
 

 

We thank God, who has blessed us with these new members to our parish family. May they find 

SJV to be a warm, inviting, and spiritually enriching home. May they also find our clergy, staff, and 

laity to be faithful companions who will support and sustain them wherever their faith journey leads.                                                             

      St. John Vianney welcomes you! 

 

Willem & Meredith Viljoen 

Christian and Liam 

 

Kevin Wendling & Ellen Witte 

Mario & Linsey Donini 

Hudson and Nolan 

 

Daniel Ferris & Michelle Hinzman-Ferris 

Maisie 

 

Nate & Alison Meier 

Elsie, Max, Hazel, and Vera 


