
ST. JOHN VIANNEY PASTORAL COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES – JANUARY 10, 2023 
 
PARTICIPANTS: 

• COUNCIL MEMBERS: Fr. Rich Adam, Allison Ambrose, Katie Averill, Joan Byrne, Sonia Deutmeyer, Deacon Daryl 
Fortin, Ron Immesoete, Kathy Langley, Les Lipinski, Kylah Rasche, Phil Redington, Dan Schlader, Tom Touney 

• STAFF/COMMITTEE MEMBERS/GUESTS: Marty Corrigan, Emeric Solymossy 
• ABSENT: Jane Campagna, Analicia Gomes, Nick Palczynski, Tia Watson 

OPENING PRAYER: Fr. Rich led all participants in the Prayer before Meeting: Parish Council from the classic prayer 
card used in the November meeting. 

ROLL CALL: A roll call sheet was passed around the room to collect signatures of those present. Everyone also 
introduced themselves. The carillon bells were ringing Christmas carols. 

COMMENTS ON THE NOVEMBER 8 MINUTES: The minutes from the November meeting, having only recently been modified 
from the council feedback, were presented for approval.  After a brief discussion, the minutes were approved as written. 

AGENDA REVIEW: The agenda was sent in advance as part of the PC packet email. No changes were requested. 

PARISH COMMENTS/CONCERNS: 
Parish Constitution:  Les announced that the newly modified version is now out on the parish website and that, rather 
than printing and distributing hard copies to all council members, everyone is encouraged to review the updated 
document and, if they desire, print a copy for themselves. 

OLD BUSINESS: 
• Branding/SJV Swag: The online store and merchandise samples were completed on schedule and church merch 

was sold for a couple weeks in December. The store was “closed” a few weeks ahead of Christmas to avoid 
taking orders that would be fulfilled in time for the holiday. We have not received any information about the 
volume of sales or the customer experience with the online store. The intent is to have the online store available 
full-time going forward, with a link to it from the parish website. We will explore additional merchandise ideas, 
such as umbrellas or event-specific items (e.g. parish picnic or Valentine’s dance) gifts. 

NEW BUSINESS: 
• St. John Vianney Environmental Initiative: Allison Ambrose shared the initiative of the Social Justice 

Commission to reduce the use of plastic water bottles, Styrofoam products, and plastic waste within our parish.  
This is an outcome of their decision to focus on the environment as their key issue for 2023, which correlates to 
the Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si’, On Care for our Common Home. First, all groups are 
encouraged to refrain from purchasing bottled water for parish activities. The water fountains are being updated 
to have bottle fill stations, starting with the one in the activity center. Second, all groups are encouraged to 
consider bio-degradable alternatives to Styrofoam cups, plates, and bowls. There is a cost analysis that will be 
published showing the prices of alternatives made from paper or bio-degradable fiber to help with purchasing 
decisions. Additionally, we encourage the use of metal silverware in place of plasticware for parish activities.  
We will try to keep an ample supply of metal silverware in the kitchen going forward. Lastly, we will look at 
increasing the number of recyclable waste containers beyond the single one in the activity center for cans/bottles, 
so that we can do a better job of recycling the waste from our events. More information, such as how to 
effectively transition to the green supplies and how everyone can carry this initiative to their homes will be 
forthcoming. A motion to approve the concept of our parish going green was put forth, seconded, and 
unanimously approved. Spread the word: St. John Vianney Parish is going green! 

PASTOR COMMENTS: 
• Christmas at St. John Vianney: Fr. Rich shared how much he enjoyed celebrating the Christmas season with our 

parish, how beautiful everything was, and how everyone did an outstanding job of planning, decorating, and 



  Submitted by Marty Corrigan, Secretary 

celebrating all of the activities of the season. It was an honor to celebrate the Advent/Christmas season here and 
the new carillon bells were very nice addition. 

• Capital Campaign: We will be closing the purchase of the 65 acres of land on Jan 31. All of the information 
concerning the combined Upon this Rock and Bettendorf Vision campaign will continue to be shared 
transparently to the parish as we work toward the bishop’s vision of a future combined parish on the new site. 

• Vocations: The activities of the Vocations committee and other parishioners toward growing the number of 
priests, deacons, and religious sisters are very important.  Current analysis shows that unless something changes, 
there will be only half as many priests in our diocese in ten years. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  Fr. Rich led all participants in the Prayer After Meeting: Council from the classic prayer card used 
in the November meeting. 

NEXT MEETING: TUESDAY, MARCH 21, 2023 
LOCATION: SJV VIANNEY ROOM 


