
St. John Vianney Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – January 11, 2022 (Zoom) 
 

 

PARTICIPANTS: 

• Council Members: Fr. Rich Adam, Bob Baldes, Joan Byrne, Marty Corrigan, Sonia Deutmeyer, Ann Fisher, 

Deacon Daryl Fortin, Analicia Gomes, Ron Immesoete, Eleanor Kiel, Kathy Langley, Les Lipinski, Jeannie 

Moran, Kylah Rasche, Jim Strieck, Tom Sunderbruch, Tom Touney 

• Staff / Committee Members / Guests: Judy Benevento, Dan Drescher, Karen Emard, Pat Monahan, Deb Morse, 

Jan Stevenson, Kevin Cassatt 

• Absent: Steph Bray, Dan Schlader 

OPENING PRAYER: Fr. Rich led a prayer highlighting how our parish is the sum of all our actions and asking God’s 

blessing that through our actions we make our parish and our community the best it can be. 

ROLL CALL: Everyone in the meeting introduced themselves and described their role on the council. Kevin Cassatt 

was recognized as a guest invited to share the first topic of our new business discussion. 

COMMENTS ON THE NOVEMBER 16 MINUTES: The minutes were sent around via email, adjusted from the 

feedback received, and the final version was approved. The minutes will be available on our website and in the 

gathering space kiosks. 

AGENDA REVIEW: The agenda was sent in advance. No additions beyond Kevin’s new business proposal were 

requested. 

COMMISSION/COMMITTEE REPORTS: Commission and committee reports were collected and sent via email in 

advance of this meeting. The following questions were raised: 

Men’s Fellowship Committee – Q: Will there still be a Valentine’s dance held in February? A: At this time, there is a 

strong possibility that there will be no in-person events held in February by the Men’s Fellowship. 

Welcome Committee – Q: How are our efforts to expand the welcome activities going? A: They are going slowly but 

nicely, with positive feedback coming in about the outside greeters. We would like to get around 10-15 additional 

individuals and families recruited to staff outside greeters at the main and north entrances before Mass as well as the 

Welcome Station after Mass. We will investigate the use of SignUpGenius to solicit more participants. 

Stewardship Committee – Q: Are we proceeding with an ice cream social for the Religious Education/Youth Ministry 

students on February 9? A: Yes, and we would appreciate volunteers to help scoop ice cream for the event. 

Liturgy Commission – Q: Should we remove the tape from the aisle in the sanctuary used to direct communion traffic 

during Mass? A: Yes, our Eucharistic ministers and ushers all know the current stations. 

PARISH PRIORITY PLAN UPDATE: No update to the plan was presented. 

PARISH COMMENTS/CONCERNS: The following miscellaneous topics were discussed: 

OLD BUSINESS: 

• No old business was brought up. 

NEW BUSINESS: 

• Church Bells – Kevin Cassatt shared a vision of how our church can be greatly improved by the addition of 

rooftop church bells. Historically, church bells have been a call to faith and prayer, a beautiful chime in reverence 

to our God, and an announcement to the community that we are here as Catholics. An electronic carillon bell 

system would be a cost-effective way to bring bells to St. John Vianney. The council gave approval to investigate 



  Submitted by Marty Corrigan, Secretary 

this initiative and to bring back costs, benefits, and impact to the surrounding residents (possibly via survey) to 

a future council session. 

• Pet Ministry – The first Pet Ministry session was held on Sunday, January 9, at 3:00pm. Participation was above 

expectations and the feedback was positive. Through discussion it was determined that this new ministry would 

fall under the Family Life commission. A vote was taken and this addition to Family Life was approved. 

• Vocations/Religious Education – Tomorrow, Wednesday, January 12, at 4:30pm and 6:30pm, religious 

education students will receive a prayer packet assembled by the Vocations Committee. Highlights of the 

contents are a rosary, a Rosary for Children pamphlet, and family prayers for different times of the day. 

PASTOR COMMENTS: Fr. Rich shared the following thoughts: 

• Kudos to all our parishioners for their generous participation in the Annual Archdiocesan Appeal. Our goal of 

$173,000 was quickly surpassed by $220,000 in pledges, of which $174,000 has already been collected. I can 

only say, “Wow, that is quite the response to our appeal.” 

• I ‘survived’ my first Christmas at St. John Vianney, and it was beautiful. The music was awesome, and 

attendance was good but not overflowing as in past years. It was a lot of fun and a really enjoyable experience. 

• In this week’s bulletin, there will be an announcement that the Diocese did do a feasibility study on a capital 

campaign that will be initiated this spring. They are looking to raise $28M for initiatives in three areas: priests’ 

retirement and health care, seminarian education and formation, and parish strengthening and the Bettendorf 

Catholic plan. With the Bettendorf plan, there is a St. John Vianney steering committee meeting with Our Lady 

of Lourdes. We are utilizing results of the survey and will be fully transparent as we move forward. Keep in 

mind that it will take time for each phase to evolve. Trust the Holy Spirit to guide our activities and our direction 

and pray for our success. 

CLOSING PRAYER:  Fr. Rich led a prayer taken from St. Teresa of Avila, explaining how each of us comprise the 

body of Christ, through which His work is done. 

 

 

NEXT MEETING:  TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2022 

LOCATION:  SJV ACTIVITY CENTER 


