
St. John Vianney Parish Council Minutes – May 12, 2020 

Directors and elected members met via Zoom, due to COVID-19 concerns. 

ROLL CALL: Present: Bob Baldes, Marty Corrigan, Steve Cox, Kathy Langley, Les Lipinski, Joe Moralez, Deb Sullivan, Tom 

Sunderbruch, Tia Watson, Father Jim Vrba. Excused: Phil Tyler, Helen Dorr 

OPENING PRAYER: Fr. Jim led the group in an opening prayer. 

APPROVAL OF JANUARY MINUTES: (March 2020 meeting cancelled.) A motion to approve the January 14, 2020, minutes was 

made by Bob Baldes, and seconded by Marty Corrigan. Motion passed. Minutes published in parish bulletin. 

COMMISSIONS/STAFF REPORTS: Members were mailed March and May committee reports. The following committee reports 

received additional discussion. 

• Building and Grounds: Railings are planned for entrances into the Mary Chapel and the Eucharistic Chapel. Boyler’s 

Ornamental Iron has provided a bid for railings made out of aluminum vs. steel, as it wears better. Tri-City Electric has 

provided a bid to replace current fixtures above the altar with LED lights. Steve suggested the committee seek additional 

bids for both projects. 

• Men’s Fellowship: Joe Moralez reported the committee plans to postpone the annual Parish Picnic to later in the year, 

or consider other options, such as a Fall Festival or Oktoberfest.  

OUTLINE FOR REOPENING CHURCHES: (Fr. Jim) Members reviewed the Bishop’s 4-step plan to reopen diocesan churches. The 

community must see 14 days of declining new COVID-19 cases before churches move to the next step. Step 1 opens church 

buildings at the pastor’s discretion; baptisms and weddings allowed with no more than 10 people present.  No change in other 

liturgical practices. Step 2 includes celebrating Mass publicly with 50% of maximum safe seating, defined as half the number of 

people sitting six feet apart (also front and back) and households sitting together. Masses will be shorter, there will be no passed 

collection baskets, no distribution of the cup, no sign of peace, and no singing. Father noted daily Masses, Tuesday-Friday at 9 

a.m., will continue and can serve parishioners who can’t attend Sunday Mass. Step 3 allows additional limited seating at Mass, 

and Step 4 allows Mass with normal seating.  Sunday obligation is suspended during the transition. 

TRANSITIONS SUPPLEMENT ARTICLE TO REOPENING CHURCHES: Council members discussed many ideas to be shared with 

the Liturgy Commission, who is identifying a plan for safe seating once the church reopens.  Steve Cox asked if there was a time 

frame of when that could occur but it depends on the rate of infections.  The Diocese will continue to provide information and 

Father Jim will use the weekly mini-bulletin to communicate the information. 

BETTENDORF CATHOLIC PLANNING/RETREAT STATUS: (Fr. Jim) Much of the progress has been halted due to the Pandemic.  

The Steering Committee will meet soon and a summary will appear in the mini-bulletin. 

PARISH COUNCIL NOMINATIONS, SUBCOMMITTEE UPDATE: (Deb Sullivan) The process will look different this year.  A 

subcommittee of council members, Tia Watson, Joe Moralez, and Bob Baldes, was formed to assist in the process. Fr. Jim, Steve 

Cox and Deb will organize the best way for parishioners to nominate someone or themselves for the Parish Council. 

COMMISSION STRUCTURE/PPP/CONSTITUTION UPDATES: (Steve Cox) The Constitution updates are prepared but still need 

methodology.  The Commission structures will follow the Liturgy Commission model once those updates are completed.  Parish 

Priority Planning (PPP) and the Constitution changes will hopefully be completed by year-end. 

PARISH CONCERNS/OTHER BUSINESS: (Fr. Jim) Father continues to hold staff meetings every week using Zoom.  The church’s 

financial condition is better than expected due to parishioners using online giving and mailing in envelopes. 

CLOSING PRAYER: A closing prayer was offered by Fr. Jim. 

NEXT MEETING (TENTATIVE): Tuesday, July 14, 2020, 6 p.m., Vianney Room or Zoom. 

Respectfully submitted by Tia Watson 


