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St. John Vianney Pastoral Council Meeting Minutes – September 14, 2021 
 

 

PRESENT: 

• Council Members: Fr. Rich Adam, Bob Baldes, Joan Byrne, Marty Corrigan, Sonia Deutmeyer, Ann Fisher, 

Analicia Gomes, Kathy Langley, Les Lipinski, Tom Sunderbruch 

• Staff / Committee Members / Guests: Judy Benevento, Dan Drescher, Karen Emard, Eleanor Kiel, Jeannie 

Moran, Mitch Narvasa, Pat Monahan, Dan Schlader, Jan Stevenson, Tom Touney 

OPENING PRAYER:  Fr. Rich led all present in thanksgiving for the gifts God has given us and the opportunity to 

help each other and our parish. 

NEW PC MEMBER INTRODUCTIONS:  Four new members have joined the council: Sonia Deutmeyer, Analicia 

Gomes, Jim Strieck, and Kylah Rasche (1-yr alternate). 

ROLL CALL:  A roll-call sheet was passed around to collect the attendance. 

APPROVAL OF JULY 13, 2021, MINUTES:  The minutes were sent in advance.  One correction was made to 

accurately reflect the relationship of the Commission Chairs to the Parish Council, and the updated minutes were 

approved. 

A request regarding the processing and publication of the Parish Council minutes was entered.  After discussion it was 

resolved that the minutes will no longer be published in the bulletin.  They will be published on the St. John Vianney 

website and hard copies will be made available in the vestibule the second weekend following each meeting. 

AGENDA REVIEW:  The agenda was sent in advance and was approved as written. 

PARISH COMMISSIONS / PARISH PRIORITY PLAN:  The Parish Commissions organizational chart was 

distributed and reviewed.  Several changes were made to reflect new personnel, consolidate related committees, and 

correct errors.  Once this is finalized and approved, corresponding changes will be made to our website and to the 

stewardship materials. 

Three of the five commissions have finalized their sections of the constitution.  The Faith Formation update was 

approved.  The Family Life update approval was pushed to the next meeting. 

Now that all commissions are up and running, the Parish Priority Plan has been adjusted with new tasks and milestone 

dates.  Going forward, commission activities and ongoing status will be reported back to the Parish Council and tracked 

against the plan milestones. 

PARISH CONCERNS / OTHER BUSINESS:  The following miscellaneous topics were discussed: 

• Closing of doors during Mass:  Depending on the weather, doors may be either kept open or shut by the ushers at 

the beginning of Mass.  COVID no longer affects the state of the doors. 

• Assignment of committees to commissions: There will not be any regular, formal process to review committee 

assignments.  Commissions may request to have committees moved during the Other Business section of any 

Parish Council session. 

• Visibility of commissions: News about the commissions and their activities should be communicated, as 

appropriate, through the parish website, The Vianney Vine, in weekly bulletins, or by short announcement.  We 

want to encourage participation by all.  It is very important that the website stay up to date as it is our face to the 

community. 

• Vocations:  There will be a vocation ministry Mass on September 24 at 9:00am with exposition of the Blessed 

Sacrament and Rosary.   

• Knights of Columbus:  The diaper drive will take place the first two weeks of October.  The Tootsie Roll drive 

will be the first weekend in October. 
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• Bettendorf Vision: The next formal activity will be to get a project manager assigned. 

• Pastoral Associate:  Two sessions, titled “Return” will be held on October 10 and 17 in the church to address the 

crisis of our young adults leaving the church.  Parish leaders and parents of teens and young adults are strongly 

encouraged to attend.  Literature on how to get involved will be coming out soon.  

PASTOR REPORT (Fr. Rich):  Positive feedback has been received regarding both changes to the Mass at St. John 

Vianney: the bells at the consecration and having the congregation kneel in reverence and prayer following the Lamb 

of God up to the concluding rights.  It was further noted that delivering the homily from the front of the alter and the 

addition of some personal stories have improved the engagement with the congregation. 

The Annual Diocesan Appeal is coming up.  Some envelopes will be in the pews; all parishioners will receive an 

envelope in the mail.  The target has been raised to $173,433, which tradition says our parish will beat. 

The Newman Center in Iowa City will be having a funds drive.  Their envelopes will be also available during the Mass 

in the same timeframe as the diocesan appeal. 

We want St. John Vianney to be known for its hospitality.  The Parish Council and all the commissions should start 

brainstorming “radical hospitality” ideas to demonstrate to everyone, both visitors and parishioners, that they are 

welcome, appreciated members of our church community. 

CLOSING PRAYER (Fr. Rich):  Fr. Rich led all present in the Gloria Patri to end the council session. 


