
I have good news for you. Tidings of great joy, to quote the Christmas scriptures. 

Bishop Zinkula met online with the pastors of the diocese on Friday afternoon and 

gave us the details of re-opening the churches. It will take place in three steps. 

In all three steps, all people ages 3 and above must wear face masks and wash or 

sanitize their hands upon entering and exiting the church. This is mandated by our 

Diocese for the protection of all, especially those who are most vulnerable, and will be 

in effect until further notice. 

Step One – We will be opening the church for private prayer. No public Masses yet, 

but parishioners will be able to visit.   

Step Two – We will celebrate public Mass, but in a very limited way. We must maintain 

6 ft social distancing between families – and seat people in every third pew. Social 

distancing also applies to the communion line. After each Mass, we must sanitize the 

pews, bathrooms, and other areas that people have occupied.  We must avoid 

congregating in the Gathering Space and other inside areas to reduce the amount of 

aerosol particles that linger from our breath. The location to have conversations would 

be outside the building, always with social distancing.  

Step Three – Similar to step two, but seating people every other pew.   

As you can see, steps two and three will have limited seating, maybe only 25% of 

normal capacity. We need to figure out exactly how that will work. We will also need to 

figure out how and when families can celebrate the First Communion of their children.  

And how to initiate the adults who have been preparing for their initiation, too! 

We have lots to prepare. Bishop Zinkula has not given us a date to begin Step Two 

yet. He is being very cautious not to put people at risk of contracting Covid-19. As soon 

as he gives the green light, I will be sure to let you know.  

And please know that during this entire pandemic, until a vaccine is widely used or the 

virus abates, the obligation to attend Mass is suspended. We will be continuing to live 

stream Mass so that you can safely participate from home.  

In accord with the directives of Bishop Zinkula and our governor, those with underlying 

health conditions and the elderly are most urged to stay home to protect themselves.  

Those who are at high risk for severe COVID-19 illness should stay home. Those who 

have been (or think they may have been) exposed to someone with (or suspected to 

have) COVID-19 within the last 14 days may not enter. 



For now, as we implement Step ONE, you are invited to visit the church in a limited 

way. We can only allow up to 10 people to visit at any one time. Face masks must be 

worn. There will be containers of sanitizing wipes for you to wipe down the seat and 

back you used before leaving. Those visiting must maintain a 6 ft social distance. Only 

one person, with a face mask, may be in the Blessed Sacrament Chapel at a time due 

to social distancing. 

The church will be open weekdays from 10am to 3pm, and Friday 10am to Noon – 

starting this THURSDAY. The church office will NOT be open at those times. I know 

it’s not celebrating Mass together, but it’s a beginning. So many people send cards to 

me with longing to celebrate Mass and receiving Holy Communion again. I long for that 

too! We need to continue to ask the Holy Spirit for the gift of patience and protection of 

those who are most at risk of contracting this crazy virus. 

A bit of homework for you until we can begin Step Two. Everyone will need to provide 

a face mask for themselves. If you have not yet done so, this is the time to obtain one.  

You can contact our parish Health Ministry to give you a hand. 

When we start offering Holy Communion, the directive is that everyone will need to 

sanitize their hands before and after receiving Holy Communion. The best practice 

would be to have your own small bottle of sanitizer in your pocket or purse. I know they 

are a little difficult to find, but you might be able to get a small empty travel bottle that 

you can fill with sanitizer from home. 

Additionally, if you happen to find any containers of Clorox Wipes, we can certainly use 

them at the church.  Please drop them off just outside the office. 

Next Sunday, which is Pentecost, we’ll begin to broadcast Mass from the main church. 

We will need help to run the camera and sound once we begin Step Two. If you are in 

tune with such equipment, please contact Mitch Narvasa, so he can show you how the 

system works and give him a hand. See the notice in this week’s Mini-Bulletin. 

So we begin to open again – slowly but surely – beginning this Thursday at 10am. I 

know we miss each other, and long to be together. I thank you for listening to these 

challenging directives. They are given for our own safety as well as the protection of 

the most vulnerable. 

May we continue to keep each other in prayer, view Mass together online, and 

patiently and gracefully look forward to see each other again! 


