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Planning for the future at SJV

Campers and volunteers at Vacation Bible School filled the Activity Center the week of June 4-8. See more photos on Page 10.

Summertime can be a time when life slows
down a bit. School is dismissed for several
months. Families enjoy vacation time together.
Maybe summer camp for kids ….

finances, communication, evangelization and
formation.

First of all, we have a committee
working on our “Parish Priority
Planning.” We have hired a consultant with
Our Sunday Visitor to guide us in a process to
help us take a comprehensive look at how to
help SJV thrive, including hospitality, outreach,

survey in print and online. They will then compile the results and help our Planning Committee to reflect and act on your insights.

A main component of the process is a survey
that will be given to all parish families. Hearing
Life at Saint John Vianney may
your voice is crucial for us to know what we are
seem to wind down a bit, but there doing well, what needs more focus, and ideas
are things happening behind the for the best way to continue to move forward.
scenes that will soon surface as
The survey will be distributed in September.
we enter late summer.
Our Sunday Visitor will help us conduct the

The outcome of the process is a 3-5 year written plan (goals and objectives) that helps us to
keep on track. A “goal” is a long-term aim that
Continued on Page 2

New website in the works for the parish
Continued from Page 1

that there are areas in the church where the sound is problematic. Part of that is due to the structure of the worship
a group wants to accomplish. An “objective” (Our Sunday
Visitor uses the term “milestone”) is a concrete, practical way space, especially the dome. Another factor is the hard surfaces of the space. One consultant measured the reverberation
of reaching the goal.
at about 7 seconds. This is the time it takes for sound to “die
The consultant from Our Sunday Visitor also stays in contact
down.” The ideal is 1-2 seconds.
with us for a year to help us put the goals and milestones in
progress. With your help it promises to be a very worthwhile The existing components (amplifiers, etc.) seem to be fine,
but the acoustics of the building and the position of the
project for the future of Saint John Vianney Church!
speakers will probably need to be adjusted. Our dream is to
ANOTHER PROJECT that is in the works is a new website for
eventually be able to broadcast a Sunday liturgy (both sound
SJV. The company that prints our bulletin, Liturgical Publicaand video) through our website.
tions, Inc., offers both website and “app” capabilities. Our
new website will be much easier to navigate. You will be able These are exciting endeavors for the parish! All of this, and
more, is possible because of your dedication and support to
to reach it through your cellphone.
Saint John Vianney.
Eventually, people will be able to directly sign up for various
programs in the parish, too. The new website will be another May our Lord continue to bless us through the power of his
link to help parishioners respond to the “Parish Planning Pro- Holy Spirit to encourage us to grow and be builders of his
Kingdom – even during the summer!
ject.”
STILL ANOTHER PROJECT is evaluating and improving our
sound system in the church and the Activity Center. We know

Congratulations to our First Communicants
Congratulations to the following
children who received First Communion
during the Masses of April 14 and 15,
2018.
Olivia Andersen, Ronyah Ayika,
Campbell Berg, Marissa Besin, Taylor
Brannam, Ethan Brewer, Elise Brock,
Justin Brown, Cooper Carr, Hayden Carr, Gabriella Chanez,
Lola Chesney-Iijima, Autumn Clark, Parker Clark, Bennett
Daly, Lily Decker, Brendan Dougherty, Liam Dunlay, Gage
Edler, Analise Escontrias, Avery Madison Gibbs, Josephine
Grimm, Lila Haffarnan, Grace Hall, Victoria Hansel, Kyler
Hernandez, Adley Herring, Evan Hilliard, Anya Iverson, Kiera
Johnson, Katherine Judge, Elise Kane, Jayden Kathan,

Jocelyn Kempen, Quentin Kettmann, Elizabeth Knepp,
Hayden Koehler, Owen Konrardy, Michael Koury, Luna
Krauss, Grace Kremer, Isaac Kulig, Letizia Lavelli, Sebastian
G. Macario, Luke Martin, Griffin Moore, Elaina Murrens, Ava
Jordan Nash, Dexter Needham, Audrey Nelson, Tyler
Newborn, Lily Ohland, Morgan Ohland, Peter Pauwels,
Graham Perkins, Brady Pisel, Ainsley Pondell, Bethany Ruth
Priaulx, Mara Quam, Lukas Rice, Ella Rubel, Matthew Robert
Sargent, Noah Saxon, Luke Shields, Jack Sommers, Lauren
Sommers, Hayden Sullivan, Alexander Lee Switzer, Evan
VanUtrecht, Addison Waddick, Isabella Wainwright, Bella
Ward, Miranda Weis, Samantha Weis, Griffin Welling, Maya
Wheeler, Avery Wolfe, Nola Wrecsics, Tristan Zumdome.

Check out St. John Vianney’s parish page on Facebook. You’ll find announcements,
updates and photos of parish activities!
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Weekly Fountains Mass grows in popularity
By JAN TOUNEY
A new Thursday morning Mass at The
Fountains senior living community in
Bettendorf, with Father Jim Vrba and
Father Ross Epping sharing the responsibilities, has been warmly received by
residents there and by SJV parishioners
who attend.
The Mass at 9:30 a.m. at The Fountains,
3726 Thunder Ridge Road, Bettendorf, is
essentially a move of the 9 a.m. Thursday Mass that was held in the Mary
Chapel at SJV. There is still a 7:45 a.m.
Father Jim Vrba celebrates Mass at The Fountains, in the theater room, in late May. Cliff
McCormick was the altar server and lector on that day.
Thursday Mass in the Mary Chapel.
For 11 years, a Sunday Mass was offered
at The Fountains by Father John Hynes
and other retired priests of the diocese.
But with the death of Father Hynes in
April, it was determined there are not
enough retired priests to cover the Sunday Mass there.
As many as 70 to 75 people, a mix of
parishioners and residents, now regularly attend Mass at the Fountains on
Thursdays.
The group has grown to the point that
Front row, from left, Deb Sullivan, Carol and Jim Glaser chat while waiting for Mass to begin. All
the chairs were eventually filled in the theater room. Mass is now celebrated in a larger room.
the Mass was moved to the big open
space inside the main clubhouse from its
The renewal of friendships is evident.
“What’s the difference where we go?”
original location in the “theater room.”
Hugs and greetings are exchanged as
Carol said.
Cliff McCormick assists the priest as an
people gather for Mass.
Following Mass, those in attendance
altar server and is often the lector as
Katie Searl, lifestyles director for assist- enjoy coffee, pastries and fellowship.
well. He and his wife, Juanita, are resied living and memory care at The Foun- Staff from The Fountains go from table
dents at The Fountains and regulars at
tains, said residents there have seen
to table, making sure that coffee cups
daily Mass at Saint John Vianney.
acquaintances they had not seen for a
are refilled and second helpings of pas“But this is especially wonderful for the while.
tries are served.
residents who can’t get out to Mass,”
Jim Glaser, who attended Mass that day “We have gotten a lot of positive feedsaid Juanita. “It is great that so many
with his wife, Carol, described the Mass back from the community,” Katie said.
parishioners are coming out here.”
as “heartwarming and joyful.”
“We’re happy to share our facility.”

3

Saint John Vianney Catholic Church

Seminarian calls SJV home for the summer
By JAN TOUNEY

Parish in Iowa City and also joined
the Knights of Columbus, where he
held several leadership roles.

It didn’t take seminarian Isaac
Doucette long to find out just how
friendly and welcoming the parishioners at Saint John Vianney are.

In 2017, he began to seriously consider the priesthood and spoke with
diocesan Director of Vocations Father Thom Hennen. He also prayed
a novena to Our Lady Undoer of
Knots, to whom Pope Francis has a
special devotion.

The second-year student in the pretheology program at Mundelein
Seminary has been assigned by the
Diocese of Davenport for the summer months to SJV and is in residence at the rectory. His role this
summer is to observe and learn
from parish ministry and to assist
and support where needed. He will
be here through the first weekend
of August.

His thought was that “maybe
there’s a knot I’m not seeing that’s
blocking me,” he said.

“Thank you to everyone for the hospitality and for being very welcomSeminarian Isaac Doucette is spending the summer at
ing,” he said. “I’m looking forward
Saint John Vianney learning about parish work and
to helping out and to continuing my
assisting in various ministries.
journey with them.”
Born in Madison, Wisconsin, Isaac and his family moved to
Iowa City in 1996, where his father, Bill, is a professor of
pharmacy at the University of Iowa. His mother, Jane, is a
pharmacist. Isaac is the oldest of three children and has a
brother, Peter, and a sister, Greta.

At the end of the novena, he said,
he heard that “silent inaudible voice
that was so piercingly clear that said
‘go be a priest.’ “
Isaac, 28, says he has a strong devotion to the Blessed Mother.
“She has always helped guide me to
where Jesus is calling me,” he said.

He is also an accomplished percussionist, enjoys blues and
jazz, and at one time played the hand drums in an AfroCuban drum and dance ensemble at the University of Iowa.

He graduated from Regina High School and then went to the
University of Iowa, where he got a bachelor’s degree in entrepreneurial management.
He spent several years working in the insurance and financial
services industry. He was an active parishioner at St. Mary’s

He invites SJV parishioners to say hi and introduce themselves during his stay here. He usually is available to greet
people in the Gathering Space after Mass.
“Keep praying for vocations,” Isaac said. “We feel those prayers. It’s impactful.”

Share your stories about Father Hynes
Father John Hynes, who passed away on April 4, was a spiritual leader and great friend to us at Saint John Vianney Parish. The Vianney Vine is planning a tribute to him in the August issue, and we’re looking for stories,
anecdotes and photos that capture his special warmth, goodness and sense of humor. If you have something
to share, please email Jan Touney at jtouney@gmail.com, news@sjvbett.org, or call 563.508.2313. All photos
will be copied and returned. Thank you.

The Vianney Vine

4

Father John Hynes

SJV musician ready to share his talents in college
By JAN TOUNEY

December 2017 Vianney Vine)
was the Grand Prize winner in
the competition.

Ethan Good heads to the University of Iowa in the fall already planning how he might
be able to get involved in liturgical music ministry in Iowa
City.

“Getting to see her do that
was so cool,” Ethan said.
Eleanor Kiel, director of liturgy
at SJV, says it has been a pleasure and an honor to work with
Ethan.

“I am looking to get involved
in churches there,” said
Ethan.

“He has been an integral part
And that’s with a double maof our music ministry,” she
jor of biomedical engineering Ethan Good, 18, is a frequent accompanist at weekend Masses and a
said. “He is exceptionally taland trumpet performance.
ented as a musician, and
participant in the Apostles of “Hymn” and Youth Ministry.
learned quickly how to transThe talented musician and
late his talent into the ministry of leading musical worship.
graduate of Pleasant Valley High School is in the regular rotation as a piano accompanist at Mass and has been involved in “Most importantly, Ethan’s faith is apparent in the way he
a number of music ministries at SJV, starting in the second
interacts with others and in his spiritual playing,” she said.
grade when he in the Young Shepherds Choir. He joined the
Ethan, the son of Dana and Suzy Good, has been an active
Apostles of “Hymn” in eighth grade. In high school, he played
participant in Youth Ministry at SJV and has served on the
trumpet in marching band, concert band, jazz band, orchestra
retreat team for the past two years.
and pit orchestra.
“It teaches you a lot about yourself and allowed me to open
His talent as a trumpet player has brought him wider acclaim
up a lot,” he said. He encourages other young people to beas well, as he was the Grand Prize winner in the 2018 Quad
come involved in the parish.
City Symphony Youth Ensemble Concerto Competition. The
“Be an altar server, a leader,” he said. “Any way you can get
prize was the opportunity to perform his concerto April 29
with the Quad City Symphony Orchestra at the Adler Theatre. involved … everyone here is so really, really nice.”
He is humble about his honor, noting that in 2017, fellow SJV
parishioner and musician Claire Thomsen (featured in the

SJV congratulates newly confirmed
Congratulations to the following
parishioners who received the
Sacrament of Confirmation from
Bishop Thomas Zinkula at the 4:30
p.m. Mass on February 24, 2018.
Grace Almgren, Zach Berntgen,
Gillian Borden, Matthew Brewster, Nicholas Bruinsma,
Lauren Buechel, Joseph Byrne, Kyler Castro, Mya
Christensen, Jack Donahue, Madison Einck, Maggie
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Erpelding, Maria Frommelt, Riley Gau, Anthony Haberkorn,
Lucas Hayes, Sara Hoskins, Emma Hovey, Olivia Marchiori,
Nicole McCracken, Brooke McGee, Miranda Miller, Samuel
Necker, Lauren O’Brien, Morgan Pruitt, Sarah Rogers,
Elizabeth Scranton, Brady Sexson, William Sharis, Keaton
Staley, Malik Stevenson, Nicholas Sturdevant, Paul Thachil,
Preston Vanderburg, Abbey Van Middlesworth, Seth
VanZuiden, Erin Vincel, Maximilian Von Gries, Delaney
Walsh, Owen Weimer

Saint John Vianney Catholic Church

JOURNEY OF THE SPIRIT
Faith and family at the heart
of Ron Immesoete’s road
to becoming a Catholic
By JAN TOUNEY
Ron Immesoete’s 75-year journey to
Catholicism had many road markers
along the way.
The Saint John Vianney parishioner was
baptized, confirmed and received the
Eucharist for the first time at the March
31 Easter Vigil Mass. He and Linda, his
wife of 46 years, acknowledge it was an
emotional experience for their entire
family.

Linda Immesoete, left, looks on as Father Jim Vrba baptizes Ron Immesoete during the Easter
Vigil Mass on March 31. Also witnessing the baptism was Ron’s cousin, Martial Immesoete,
(standing in the back with the dark jacket) who traveled from France for the occasion.

Raised by a Protestant mother and a
Catholic father, and with a grandfather
who was a Pentecostal preacher, Ron
Over the years, Linda said, she took their
saw the differences between the various two daughters to church. Ron joined
religions and felt “caught in the middle.” them for “all the main events,” such as
“To honor them both, I ended up doing Christmas, Easter, and when their
daughters, and later their grandchildren,
nothing,” he said. “I didn’t lean either
received the sacraments.
way.”

Ron felt left out, not being able to reHe met Linda, a lifelong and devout
Catholic, fell in love, and they were mar- ceive Communion, but several things
held him back from making the decision
ried at St. Anne Church in East Moline.
to become a Catholic, he said.
“We had to agree that the children
would be raised Catholic,” Linda said. “I “It seemed to me every time I would go,
I didn’t understand all the things that
knew he wasn’t a Catholic. I figured he
Linda and Ron Immesoete on their
would never be one. I did not know this were going on,” he said. “The Catholic
wedding day 46 years ago.
church seemed so sacramental and regiday would ever come.”
mented.”
The couple sat for an interview at their
that came up. That’s what faith gives
kitchen table several weeks after Easter. Still, Linda’s faith was a constant witness
you support for.”
for him.
The conversation was punctuated by
Another influence on Ron was Linda’s
frequent smiles and their ability to finish “She was committed very much to her
each other’s sentences. They spoke can- faith,” Ron said. “I saw that it was com- uncle, Howard Gorzney.
didly of Ron’s journey and what led him forting to her in many ways, in situations
Continued on Page 7
to the decision to become a Catholic.
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As Deacon Daryl Fortin looks on, Ron Immesoete is given the lighted baptismal candle by his wife, Linda, who was his sponsor and godparent.
The candle signifies the “Light of Christ,” with the instruction that the newly baptized is to walk always as a child of the light and keep the flame
alive in his heart. Marissa Besin also received the sacrament of Baptism that evening.

Continued from Page 6

“He was a very strong religious Catholic,” Ron said, to which Linda added,
“and he wasn’t a quiet Catholic.”

just as Ron began to attend RCIA classes.

Dale’s funeral was at St. Anthony’s
Church in Davenport, and his eulogy
“I wish he was still here …” Ron said, his was given by a deacon from East Moline. The deacon’s story included the
voice trailing off.
fact that Dale had converted to Catholi“He saw it,” Linda said. “He would have
cism as an adult.
been overjoyed.”
“I thought Dale had always been CathoRon’s decision to attend an RCIA inforlic,” Ron said. “The deacon told Dale’s
mational session came suddenly. He
story and it could have been me. It was
called Linda that afternoon from the
so unbelievable that I had just started
golf course during his weekly game and
RCIA. Linda and I looked at each other
told her he wanted to go that night.
and we both kind of teared up. That was
He relates the story of a special friend of another big part of this journey.”
his, Dale Boomershine. The two men
After that, said Linda, “The pieces just
were golf buddies and shared a lot of
fell into place.”
time on the links. Dale waged a brave
Both Ron and Linda compliment the
battle against cancer, but lost his fight
work of the RCIA team.

“They were all great,” Ron said. “And
the participants! They were like family
to me. The whole church gives that feeling.”
The RCIA lessons on the sacraments and
the Mass answered the questions that
Ron had struggled with for so many
years.
“There was a video that went through
the various sacraments, and the reason
for them,” he said. “It changed my
thinking. I was looking for a reason for
them. Then, we progressed into deeper
meanings and how the church has
changed over many centuries.”
Linda said that going through RCIA with
Ron deepened her own understanding
of the Church she has attended since
birth.
Continued on Page 8
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Parish welcomes new members

Deacon Daryl Fortin, Father Jim Vrba and Father Ross Epping celebrate with those who were brought into the Catholic Church during
the Easter Vigil Mass on March 31. From left, Michael Hill, Will Luebke, Dawn McKinney, Marissa Besin, Isabelle Hotard and Ron
Immesoete. Marissa and Ron were baptized, then all received the sacraments of Confirmation and Holy Eucharist.

Continued from Page 7

and Garrett, 3) are parishioners at Saint “Martial couldn’t understand why I wasJohn Vianney.
n’t Catholic the last time he was here,”
Ron said he especially appreciated the
Ron said.
cards sent to him by parishioners, giving Ron was surprised by a special visitor,
him support on his journey.
his cousin, Martial Immesoete and wife When he found out that Ron was going
Bernadette, who traveled from La
to be baptized, he made the decision to
“It is very meaningful for the candiChapelle-d’Armentieres, France, to wit- visit the United States again to witness
dates. I started looking forward to them
ness Ron’s initiation into the Catholic
it.
every day. There were some beautiful
Church.
things said by a lot of people.”
All of the experiences of the past
Martial had found his American cousins, months have left an indelible mark on
Linda said when cards arrived from peoRon and Tom Immesoete, through a
Ron and Linda.
ple they had never met, they would
genealogy search, and paid his first visit
look them up in the church directory.
Ron says he feels different when he
to Bettendorf in 2016 to meet them.
attends Mass now.
Ron and Linda’s daughters and their
Tom, who was a member of SJV, passed
families were also a great support dur“I wasn’t given religion at birth or an
away in 2017. Ron chose Thomas as his
ing this time. Daughters Shelly (Joe)
early age,” he said, before adding, “but
Confirmation name to honor his late
Lowery (children Patilyn, 24, and J, 22)
I chose it at a late age. The Eucharist
cousin.
and Cari Thompson (children Alyson, 5,
carries a special meaning for me now.”
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New school dedicated in Haiti
By ANN WESTER
It was a great day in Jean
Denis on Monday, April
23, when the new Our
Lady of Fatima School was
dedicated.

ma. The ribbon was cut, and
the school is now in use. The
new school has nine classrooms from preschool to
sixth grade. There is a classroom with 36 computer stations. It was designed, built
and will be staffed by Haitians. The project was a collaborative effort with Hands
Together of the Palm Beaches, St. John Vianney and the
Haitians.

I was one of six representatives from St. John Vianney who attended. Others
were Father Jim Vrba,
Mark and Nancy Blaser,
and Ken and Cathy Miller.

We were also joined by
the group from Hands
Father Jim Vrba, Father Tom Lafreniere, Father Jean Salomon Vincent, Bishop YvesTogether of the Palm
Marie Pean and Deacon Bill Rich join students celebrating the dedication of the new
Beaches whom we partOur Lady of Fatima School in Jean Denis, Haiti.
nered with to accomplish
To see the contrast between
the building of the school.
the old school and new can only be met with more tears. To think
We started the day in church with speeches of gratitude from the
that the students no longer have to learn in the dark, dreary old
students, principal and Father Salomon. The students sang a song in school is truly awesome.
Creole for us. Then we sang “Immaculate Mary” for them. It was so
The generosity of SJV parishioners is amazing. We are so blessed to
exciting. At the last “Ave Marias,” Father Jim signaled all of the crowd
be able to reach out to those who are in such need. SJV has made
to join in with us. They stood up and sang and clapped as we all sang
such a tremendous impact in Jean Denis.
together in solidarity.
I only wish that everyone could go to Jean Denis and see such povIt was one of many times when the tears were flowing during this
erty and to meet the people who, despite this, are still filled with
dedication.
hope and love. It changes your life. They give wonderful hugs and
We then all went to the school grounds where the blessing occurred. smiles. We have been able with God’s help to make a difference.
The bishop of Gonaïves, Yves-Marie Pean, CSC, with Father Jim Vrba
From our medical mission to school lunches to the tiller to the brand
and Father Tom Lafreniere of North Palm Beach conducted the blessnew school -- all because SJV has said, “Let’s help those in need.”
ing of the school, the classrooms and the statue of Our Lady of Fati-

The new school has nine classrooms and is powered by solar panels.
As Father Sal and Father Jim look on, a student presents flowers to
Haiti Connection Committee chair Cathy Miller.
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Fun builds faith for happy campers
The messages were uplifting and supportive to the 175 children who
attended “Shipwrecked: Rescued by
Jesus” Vacation Bible School at Saint
John Vianney during the first week of
June.
When you’re lonely, Jesus rescues!
When you worry, Jesus rescues!
When you struggle, Jesus rescues!
When you do wrong, Jesus rescues!
When you’re powerless, Jesus rescues!

TOP: The littlest campers gather
in the Activity Center with their
leaders before snack time.
LEFT: Adam Dague and Ethan
Herring put strawberries into
snack cups for the group.

The messages were mixed with a
large dose of fun and lots of pirate
references, including a “talking” parrot. Craft activities, singing, dancing
and outdoor games were all a part of
the camp that filled the parish halls
with laughter and joyful shouts.
Almost 100 volunteers, about half of
them teens, helped to make the camp
a success.

ABOVE LEFT: Campers sing and dance with enthusiasm to songs about Jesus, like “Never Let Go of Me” and “My Lighthouse.” ABOVE RIGHT: Volunteer Michelle Steen leads the campers through some outdoor games.
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Ice cream!

TOP LEFT: The Huber family, Rob, Joan, Jake, 2, Maria, 7, and A.J., 8, enjoy a pre-dinner treat. TOP RIGHT: Julie and Gavin Staab share a
table with Abby Roth and her grandparents, Maria and Max Bucher, who were visiting from Addison, Illinois. Gavin, 7, recognized Abby as
his leader from Vacation Bible School, which just concluded a day earlier, and wanted to sit with her.

A cool treat awaited those who attended
4:30 p.m. Mass on June 9.
About 140 parishioners attended the
annual ice cream social, which was held
after Mass, and open to all.
There was a choice of several flavors of
ice cream as well as toppings. The event
is sponsored by the parish’s Stewardship
Committee.
For Rob and Joan Huber and their three
children, it was the first time they had
attended an ice cream social at SJV.
“I think we’ll be back,” was the general
reaction.

Katie Schlader and Tim Conrad serve ice cream to an appreciative group of parishioners after
the 4:30 p.m. Mass on June 9. The ice cream social has become an annual event at the parish.

Join us at the ballpark on August 3 for a night of fun
There’s nothing like
fun at the old ballpark with your fellow parishioners
from Saint John
Vianney.
Join us for a fun evening at Modern
Woodmen Park on Friday, August 3, as
the Quad-Cities River Bandits take on

our neighbors to the north, the Clinton
Lumber Kings, for a 6:35 p.m. game.
Fireworks will follow.

Reservations, with payment, will be
taken following all Masses beginning on
Saturday, June 23.

The cost is $24 per person, which includes dinner in the Party Plaza and a
bleacher seat.

Thanks to a generous donation from an
SJV parishioner, financial assistance is
available to those who find the expense
prohibitive. Do not let the cost prevent
you from joining us. Contact Father Jim
for more information.

There is a budget option of $6 per person for a bleacher seat only.
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Save the date!
Parish picnic on Sunday, September 16
!
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Bring the family for
an afternoon of fun
beginning after the
11 a.m. Mass. Menu
to include grilled
hamburgers,
hotdogs, brats and
all the fixings!
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4097 18TH STREET
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