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As nature’s season continues to change, so the 

liturgical season will change in a 

few weeks.  

We will soon be celebrating four 

Sundays and weeks of Advent and 

the Solemnity of the Nativity of the 

Lord on Friday, December 25. The 

Christmas season will continue 

through Sunday, January 10, as 

we celebrate the Baptism of the Lord. Then we 

return to “the wearing of the green” until Lent 

begins on February 17, 2021. 

The holidays this year will certainly be different 

from last year as we continue to live with 

COVID-19. This disease has caused hardship 

for many, many people. Loss or reduction of 

jobs. New school schedules and learning  

Prayer and gratitude in the age of Zoom 

Father Jim Vrba meets with family members weekly via Zoom to share news and to pray the rosary. On the top row of 

the screen is his cousin Carol, Father Jim, cousin Edward and Aunt Millie (Father Jim’s godmother). On the bottom row 

are cousin Jan and her husband, Dr. John. 

Continued on Page 2 
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  Time to remember what we are thankful for 
Continued from Page 1 

patterns. The loss of close, intimate in-person contact 

with others. Many other forms of disruption, sickness 

and even death.  

We are all looking forward to the day when we can be 

vaccinated and safely remove our masks. 

Until then, I think it’s important that we 

also reflect on what we can be thankful for. 

I know for our parish staff, these months 

have been very challenging. Through it all, 

we have become a much closer team. The 

faith formation staff has been meeting 

regularly to help and support each other with innovative 

and creative ideas and learning models. 

Music ministry has creatively adapted to the protocols 

given by the Diocese. Various musical groups have 

enhanced the Sunday liturgies. I’ve heard many times 

how folks enjoy listening to the stringed instruments. 

The vibrations remind them of the assembly singing. 

Preschool faculty and children have learned to wear 

special shield/masks that remind them of journeying 

into outer space. 

Mitch Narvasa’s ministry of evangelization and 

discipleship has embraced the technology of 

broadcasting over the internet and Facebook. Other 

ministries of the parish have also creatively used 

technology to spread the Good News. We now 

broadcast almost every liturgy we celebrate so those at 

home will continue to be connected. 

As strange as it may seem, maybe there are even some 

new things in our own families for which we can be 

thankful.   

Personally, I have enjoyed using Zoom on Sunday 

evenings to connect with my Aunt Millie (who 

celebrated her 101st birthday in September) and several 

cousins across the country. We chat and then pray the 

rosary together. 

My family’s Thanksgiving this year will be smaller than 

usual. But we will still keep our tradition of each person 

participating in the grace before our meal by sharing 

what they are most thankful for. I invite your 

family to do the same. 

Here’s a prayer from Crosswalk.com that you 

may wish to conclude your Thanksgiving grace 

sharing with: “A Prayer of Thanks for Blessings 

Past and Present.” 

Lord God, we gather around this table to humbly thank 

You for all that You have given us this past year – not 

just what is on this table, but who is sitting around this 

table. 

Thank you for life and laughter, for health and 

happiness, for relationships and memories. Thank you, 

too, for the lessons learned and the tears we’ve cried 

because of Your ability to grow us through them. Thank 

You for Your comfort and Your presence, in light of good 

days and bad.  

Thank You for what we have now, for what we had 

yesterday, and for what You will continue to give 

tomorrow. Let us never take that for granted, but to 

always be grateful for every good and perfect gift that 

comes from You.  

May we have hearts full of thanksgiving not only today 

but every day of our lives. We pray these things in the 

name of Jesus Christ, Your Son, Amen. 
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SJV launches Emmaus Groups 
Restrictions on group worship and 

activities during the pandemic are leaving 

people feeling isolated and sad. 

But imagine being able to meet weekly 

with a few other parishioners in a safe 

environment, pray together, learn more 

about Scripture, and, yes, chat and even 

have a few laughs. 

That’s the purpose of an Emmaus Group, 

and two groups of SJV parishioners are 

actively experiencing the benefits of this 

discipleship journey. They invite others 

to consider starting their own group. 

It’s easy – just contact Mitchell Narvasa, 

pastoral associate, at pa@sjvbett.org or 

click on the Emmaus Groups icon on the 

parish website, sjvbett.org. Mitchell said 

the program is perfect during this time of 

pandemic. 

“I think what I love about this program is 

that it reminds us of our human nature,” 

he said. “God created us as social beings; 

we desire friendship.” 

This melds with the idea that “our faith 

needs to become public,” he said. “Our 

country is so divided, but our faith is 

something that Catholics can rally 

around.” 

The formula is simple: In general, four 

people of the same gender meet weekly 

for 90 minutes at a schedule and place of 

their choosing. The two SJV groups meet 

outdoors while masked up. Groups can 

also meet virtually. There is a prescribed 

curriculum developed at Franciscan 

University. 

Joan Byrne, who coordinates an Emmaus 

Group that began in the summer, said it 

is important to her that the program is 

scriptural-based. Other members 

of her group are Karen Emard, 

Janene Misak and Maureen 

Conrad. 

After meeting at first on Joan’s 

deck, the women have made 

their weekly meeting a walk in 

the park – literally. They 

alternate walking, praying and 

talking in several area parks. 

“An Emmaus Group can help 

people realize that church is not 

just a building; it’s family,” she said. 

Eleanor Kiel is coordinating a new 

Emmaus Group that meets outdoors 

outside the main entrance of the church, 

for now, at least.  

This group has four other members – 

Michelle Steen, Sonia Deutmeyer, Brenda 

Ripslinger and Maggie Rasgado.  

“We are motivating each other to be 

deepening our relationship with our 

faith, essentially creating more 

intentional disciples,” Eleanor said. “Even 

for people who are coming to Mass now, 

we are still isolated in our households,” 

she said.  

“This helps to fill that void. Even if you do 

this virtually, a lot of great things can 

happen over Zoom and FaceTime.” 

The program’s intent is that when the 

curriculum ends, each member of the 

group would go on to start their own 

Emmaus group.  

Joan said the program makes it very clear 

that God calls everyone.  

“We are all worthy because we’ve been 

called.” 

From left, Janene Misak, Joan Byrne, Maureen Conrad and Karen Emard alternate their Emmaus 

Group meetings in Bettendorf parks. 

Meeting outside are Sonia Deutmeyer, Michelle Steen, 

Eleanor Kiel, Brenda Ripslinger and Maggie Rasgado.  
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By JAN TOUNEY 

There is a prayer space in the Jones home – a special tray that 

holds the rosaries of family members, a candle, a cross and 

prayer books.  

The mobile prayer space – it can be moved to any room – was 

created once the pandemic forced religious education classes 

to be conducted in family homes as opposed to classrooms on 

the Saint John Vianney campus. 

Mark and Amy Jones and their daughters – Shakira, 14, 

Tatiana, 13, and Shania, 12 – have incorporated religious 

education into everyday family rituals, as have many 

households. 

“Whenever you have 10 minutes, do something,” Amy advises. 

“If all you can get done is praying at dinner, that’s great. Last 

week, we worked on the rosary.” 

Amy uses the e-curriculum provided by SJV’s Religious 

Education program and plans a 30-minute lesson every 

Sunday. Her daughters also have been scripture readers for 

outdoor Taizé Praise services. 

She is aware of the extra stress on parents who are juggling 

jobs outside the home and regular school lessons in addition 

to religious education. 

“I just want people to know that this isn’t another thing to 

stress out about. This is an added bonus,” she said. “It can be 

some quality family time.” 

She notes that it was her youngest daughter, Shania, who 

suggested that the family pray at supper. 

Jeannie Moran, director of Religious Education at SJV, says 

that while living in the time of pandemic is “unbelievably 

challenging, I truly believe that if we navigate through this 

time with God, we can find peace.” 

Jeannie points to her own family dynamics. She and husband 

Matt are the parents of Madeleine, 14, and Finny, 13. 

“Due to the pandemic, many of us are together … A LOT! Being 

mindful of feelings, space, and patience have helped my family 

so much over the past several months,” Jeannie said. 

“Knowing that we do our best to keep our faith alive and 

continue our faith journey together works for my family. We 

pray for patience every single day.” 

Some family ideas she suggests include: light a candle and 

have each family member offer prayers; do something kind for 

a family member or neighbor; open the Bible, read a few 

verses and discuss; pray the rosary; encourage children to ask 

questions about their faith, Mass and prayers.   

Many of the ideas Jeannie emails to parents came from a 

catechist brainstorming session held before the RE year began.  

She has an additional thought for parents who may feel 

overwhelmed. 

“I think parents need to be thankful for the additional grace of 

the Holy Spirit during this unprecedented time. Doing your 

best to live as disciples of Jesus, continuing your faith journey 

and praying together as a family will simply make you feel so 

good … as we tell our children, ‘Do your best!’ “ 

Religion at home takes on added meaning 

The daughters of Mark and Amy Jones — from left, Tatiana, Shania 

and Shakira — show their prayer space, one of the suggestions sent to 

families in the Religious Education program by Director Jeannie Moran. 



 The Vianney Vine            6 

 Hop aboard the SJV St. Nicholas Express! 

Lighted displays! Music and carolers! Elves! Treats! And a special 

appearance by St. Nicholas! 

When: Sunday, December 6 from 5-7 p.m. 

Where: SJV parking lot 

Look for details in upcoming bulletins and at sjvbett.org. 

You can be an Angel this year 
SJV will continue its 
tradition of assisting 
families in need 
throughout our 
community, including 
those at Vera French 
Housing, Friendly 
House, St. Alphonsus 
Church, and via referrals from the 
Bettendorf Community School District 
nurses. 

 As with many of our other undertakings 
this year, new and creative ways have 
been put in place to do this safely.  

We realize that many people will not be 
shopping the same as in years past. 
Therefore, SJV parishioners will be able 
to participate in four ways: 1) adopt a 
family; 2) adopt an individual; 3) donate 
monetarily and we will do the shopping; 
or 4) donate gift cards, which are always 
in high demand.  

For options 1 and 2, cards will be 
available at sjvbett.org from November 
21-December 6. Clicking on the angel 

gift icon will connect 
you to 
SignUpGenius, 
where you will be 
able to select your 
card. For options 3 
and 4, you may 
donate online or mail/

drop off your contribution or gift cards to 
the parish office (clearly marked for 
Angel Gifts).   

Gift drop-off times will be limited this 
year because we cannot have them pile 
up in the Gathering Space nor have 
them brought to the office. Please bring 
your gifts to the north doors on Friday, 
December 11 (Noon-5 p.m.) or 
Saturday, December 12 (10 a.m.-5:30 
p.m.) There will be clear directions on 
those days to ensure social distancing 
and safety. Please do not wrap gifts; 
however, you may provide gift wrap if 
you wish.  

Please contact Jan Stevenson with 
questions at 563-332-7910, ext. 111.  
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What’s “Fratelli Tutti” all about? Join in Zoom discussion with Dr. Micah Kiel 

There has been a lot of discussion worldwide about the new encyclical by Pope Francis, “Fratelli Tutti,” 

which addresses fraternity and social friendship. How can we build a more just world in our 

relationships, social life, politics and institutions? 

Dr. Micah Kiel will help us make sense of it all in a presentation on Zoom on Wednesday, December 9, 

at 6:30 p.m. To join Zoom, use Meeting ID: 831 5547 9800 and Passcode: 673071. If you need help 

connecting via Zoom, contact Judy Benevento at 563-343-0443 or adulted@sjv.bett.org. 

Participants are encouraged to read or skim the encyclical ahead of time at https://tinyurl.com/

y3u7z3cv 
Dr. Micah Kiel 

By JAN TOUNEY 

The note from a resident in 

Jean Denis, Haiti, to pastor 

Father Salomon Vincent began 

simply enough. 

Translated into English, the 

note read: “I am the father of 

a family of eight people, 

including six children. On 

Monday, April 27, 2020, I 

received an economic aid of 

$200 from the parish priest of 

the Catholic Church, Reverend 

Father Jean Salomon Vincent, 

through his secretary, since Father 

Salomon was absent from the country ... 

I say thank you very much to the priest 

and to all those who support him 

because every day my daughter suffers 

from COVID, poverty, and hunger. God bless Father Salomon 

and his benefactors. Thanks again!” 

The benefactors? The generous parishioners at Saint John 

Vianney, who have supported the work of the Haiti Committee 

in Jean Denis for 10 years.  

The words from a grateful parishioner at Notre Dame du 

Rosaire, SJV’s twin parish, go to the heart of what the 

assistance means to those who are in need. 

While the SJV medical mission 

team has been prevented from 

going to Jean Denis since its 2019 

trip because of ongoing gang 

violence, and now COVID-19 

added to those restrictions, the 

committee’s work to help the 

community goes on. 

 Earlier this month, Haiti 

committee members heard from 

Father Sal that lunch preparation 

at the parish school has halted 

because gangs have come in to 

steal the rice and beans that 

would be fed to the 166 students. 

With COVID having canceled the 

committee’s signature fundraiser this 

year – the June garage sale – members 

are looking toward the annual fund 

appeal to the parish to help its work continue at the school, 

with medical needs,  and to provide entrepreneurship 

opportunities for residents to help them achieve economic 

independence. 

“Our annual fundraising campaign, this year scheduled for 

January 2021, is more important than ever,” said committee 

chair Tia Watson. “I encourage parishioners to watch the 

bulletin for additional details on how you can help bring relief 

from hunger, poverty, and COVID to our brothers and sisters in 

Jean Denis.” 

Work goes on to aid Jean Denis residents 

In 2018,  SJV Pastor Father Jim Vrba, other clergy, and children 

celebrated the dedication of the new school.  
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 Mass Reservations 

As we continue to endure COVID-19, SJV is committed to following faithfully the safety guidelines of 

health professionals and our diocese. We appreciate your willingness to make a reservation for weekend 

Masses. Although reservations are not always checked, they are helpful for us to plan safe seating and 

prepare for Holy Eucharist reception. For the entire Christmas season, reservations are required due to higher 

anticipated attendance.  

Please make reservations on our website: sjvbett.org or call 563-332-7910. 

To ensure your safety, seating will be assigned for all Christmas Eve and Day Masses. As our capacity for 

seating is reduced greatly, we encourage reserving your household’s 

space early. Four types of seating options are available: Main 

Church, Mary Chapel, Activity Center (live video/audio feed), or 

Parking Lot (live stream on mobile device, receive Eucharist). 

Christmas Eve and Day reservations will close on December 22; you 

will be notified of your seating location on December 23. 

All Masses of the Christmas season—from Christmas Eve to the Baptism of the Lord (Jan. 10) will have 

festive music and be equally celebratory in nature. May God bless us as we give thanks for our Savior’s 

birth and pray for peace and prosperity in 2021! 


