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Faith prevails in challenging times
I bet everyone is looking forward
to the day when life can get back
to “normal!” Living with this
pandemic has certainly changed
everyone’s lives. We all reach out
to the wisdom and guidance of
the Holy Spirit to
learn how to cope
and deal with the
medical protocols to
keep us and others
safe.
This issue of the
Vianney Vine
Father Jim Vrba announces with a smile, “Let Us Spray!” as he administers hand
mentions some of
sanitizer to Joyce Stevenson before 8:30 a.m. Mass on Sunday, September 27.
the ways that ministry creatively Ushers and Parish Council members are also greeting Mass-goers in a similar fashion.
continues here at Saint John
making it more difficult to see! Then a parish
Vianney – following diocesan protocols.
nurse told me to try shaving cream. Spread a
One of the first challenges I had was discovering thin layer on the inside of the shield, wait until it
what kind of mask would work the best. Of all I
dries, and then buff if off. It leaves a thin layer of
tried, my choice is a disposable paper one. I
soap film which resists fog. It works!
also learned to keep a couple of them on the
Slowly, more parishioners are coming to Mass in
ambo and altar just in case the elastic breaks
when I mess with the microphone over my ear. person. It’s nice to see families with children
returning. I know it’s not the same as having 500
The next challenge was learning how to use the people in all the pews at each Mass. We are so
face shield during the distribution of Holy
spread out using every third pew, but it’s a start.
Communion. At first, my shield would fog up,
Continued on Page 2

“Social distancing is not spiritual distancing”
Continued from Page 1

Adult, high school and elementary religious
education classes have resumed – most on “Zoom”
– others safely gathered following protocols. Taizé
praise has broadcast from the rectory porch or
garage for several Wednesdays.

“Step Four” happens when data supports that “herd
immunity” has been reached (for example,
widespread vaccination is available or 60% of the
population has been infected and have protective
antibodies).

I know this all sounds rather complicated, but such
It was a hoot when it was misting outside. Many
protocols are in place to protect ourselves and
drove here and stayed in their cars to pray. When it others – that’s the reason for masks. Face shields
was time to offer a sign of peace, car horns started are designed to protect the one wearing them.
honking— a creative alternative to waving.
You will find a special video of the four bishops of
Unfortunately, there are ministries that are difficult
to continue right now using Zoom, such as
GriefShare and RCIA. So, we do the best we can
until things get back to normal.

Iowa encouraging the wearing of masks on our
diocesan website: www.davenportdiocese.org.

“Step Three” will lift some current limits.

our social distancing into a greater unity of faith and
oneness in the Lord. And as we read in the Scripture
over and over again, may we: ‘Be not afraid.’”

Bishop Zinkula recently wrote about following these
protocols. He said: “Social distancing is not spiritual
So, when will “normal” return? It will happen when distancing. We are called to care for one another,
we are able to go to “Step Three” in our diocesan
now more than ever. In a recent interview, Pope
protocols. That is when we are between pandemic Francis said, ‘We must rediscover the concreteness
of little things, small gestures of attention we can
waves, that is “a reduction to low and constant or
decreasing numbers for at least 14 days. Then the
offer those close to us, our family, our friends.’ ”
data about the number of new cases per day
“May our hunger for the Lord’s Real Presence grow
(statewide and in the diocese) and other factors are dramatically during this time and may we share that
reviewed.” It looks like that is going to be a while.
hunger with others. May the Holy Spirit transform
Masks must still be required, we can use every
other pew, limited singing is permitted, bulletins are
permitted (must be taken home after Mass),
Eucharistic Ministers may bring Holy Communion to
the homebound, etc.

As the November 3 election approaches, here is a link to important
information from the Iowa Catholic Conference, the public policy voice
of the bishops of Iowa:
www.iowacatholicconference.org
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RCIA class marks
special day on July 12
Though RCIA candidates
were not able to celebrate
the sacraments as originally
planned during the Easter
Vigil Mass, their special day
finally came on Sunday, July
12.
Father Jim Vrba and Deacon
Daryl Fortin posed with the
RCIA class. Pictured in the
front row are the candidates/
catechumen, from left, Max
Yates, Todd Ashby, Marissa
Meyer and Travis Tarpein.
Behind them, from left, are
sponsors Enrique Riojas
Berazaluce, Jay Ripslinger
(proxy for Tim Lane), Colton
Roshau and Megan Tarpein.
Sponsor Carrie Lane is not
pictured.

Young people receive First Communion
These young people at Saint John Vianney received
First Communion during 10 Masses
over the summer.
Giovanni Alleruzzo, Noel Antony,
Gavin Barsness, Ella Beason, Reeve
Blaylock, Hannah Bott, Haley
Carstens, Liv Craddick, Avery Dague,
Isabelle Dix, Ellie Durick, Leo Eline,
James Engels, Max Flores, Jack Friebel, Sully Gotto,
Magnus Grimm, Gavin Hall, Adeline Hawker, Declan
Hernandez, Nolan Hilliard, Johnny Holliday, Henry
Holst, Chloe Jean-Simone, Leleanna Jimenez, Stella
Johnson, Jack Jurkowski, Zachariah Chilufya Kabongo,
Keira Kane, Blake Kempen, Hailey Klauer, Charles
Koury, Colton Kramer, Ryan Kramer, Jacob Luchsinger,
Anthony Macario, Harper Mach, Isabela Marchezan da
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Silva, Emilio Martinez, Wilson May, Hayden Mayberry,
Gianna McCombs, Amanda Mezzomo, Gretta
Morgart, Sully Needham, Matthew Onelangsy,
Kate Parsons, Owen Perkins, Sarah Peters,
Madison Pondell, Grady Price, Elliott (Eli) Proksch,
Mikhaela Razdan, Leah Robinson, Ronan Roeder,
Jake Rotert, Keaten Sams, Isaiah Schinke,
Alexander Shelly, Leila Shelly, Grace Shelly, Ariana
Solis, Mitchell St. Germain, Marin Stecher, Owen
Steen, Abbie Stelk, Natalia Strothkamp, Norah Valleroy,
Reagan Valliere, Jackson Vermeer, Robin Walsh, Xander
Wenzel, Hadley Willis, Maya Woltz, Amelia Yaeger,
Addie Youngbauer.
•

Check SJV’s Facebook page or the parish website at
sjvbett.org for a special video of the First
Communicants.
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KEEPING OUR FAITH ALIVE

Activities move to parking lot
With church facilities closed to group activities outside of
Mass, staff and parishioners are taking their prayer and
faith life outdoors, enjoying for now the pleasant fall
weather.
Youth Ministry, which includes Junior High Alive!, gathers
on Wednesday nights in the parking lot, with swimming
pool “noodles” used as social distancers as well as for fun
activities.
Madeleine Moran, a freshman at Bettendorf High School,
said being able to attend Youth Ministry is so important
for her.
Seeing her church friends is one reason. But it also goes
deeper.

Jan Stevenson leads Youth Ministry activities outdoors.

“I feel it helps me take stress away,” she said. “The way
Jan (director of Youth Ministry Jan Stevenson) gives the
message, it helps me feel a connection to God.”
***
Taizé Praise, which had been streamed online via
Facebook Live from the home of Eleanor, Micah, Harrison
and Brendan Kiel since the pandemic started, has moved
to Father Jim’s front porch on alternate Wednesdays,
with participants bringing their lawn chairs or sitting in
their cars in the parking lot. It also is streamed online.
Eleanor Kiel, director of Liturgy, begins the service like a
rock concert: “HELLO, St. John Vianney!” Then the
familiar Taizé music begins.

Music for Taizé Praise worship is conducted from Father Jim’s front porch.

“SJV is such a music-loving parish,” said Eleanor. “Being
able to gather outdoors and sing together safely has been
a balm for the soul. By involving our teens and children as
readers and musicians, we seek to empower them in their
faith.”
***
Each Friday at 4:30 p.m., a circle of parishioners gathers
outside the front doors of the church under the portico.
Placing their lawn chairs at the proper social distance,
they pray the rosary.
The weekly prayer group was begun by a few Knights of
Columbus members shortly after the pandemic
restrictions began and the church building was closed.

Parishioners meet at 4:30 p.m. each Friday to pray the rosary

“It grew from there,” said John Fischer. “We’ve been
blessed with good weather.”
The group varies in size. On a recent sunny Friday, there
were 12 parishioners. Anyone is welcome to attend.
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“Mr. Chuck” leads us to greater appreciation of nature
By JAN TOUNEY

But Chuck also hopes the videos
give everyone a nudge to explore
the outdoors, which he feels is a
sure remedy for the stress and
loneliness that many are
experiencing these days.

As “Mr. Chuck,” SJV
parishioner Chuck Wester
introduced thousands of area
students to the wonders of
nature during his many years
as an educator and in the 20
years since his retirement, as
a part-time naturalist at the
Black Hawk State Historic Site
in Rock Island.

“I am trying to get people to
appreciate their natural
environment, at this time more
than ever,” he said. “With everyone
cooped up and hunkered down, we
need every little bit of
With student field trips to the In one of his nature videos, Black Hawk State Historic Site naturalist
encouragement. Take a look and
site canceled by the
Chuck Wester talks about the gray squirrel.
observe and appreciate what God
pandemic, Chuck and his
has given us.”
colleagues have created a series of videos called “Mr. Chuck’s
Critter Corner” that educates and entertains about the
Working with and in nature is a natural extension of Chuck’s
animals, birds and insects that populate our area.
strong faith.
With titles like “Birds of Prey,” “Feathered Friends,” “Best
Buddies,” “Animals in your Backyard,” “Incredible Insects,” and
“Nature’s Outcasts,” the short videos are a great resource for
parents who are teaching their children at home.

“I really do find it a chance to relate to my faith and to God
and appreciate so much what I’ve been given and have had a
chance to experience,” he said. “It’s a way of letting God know
I’m aware of what he’s given us.”

There are even quizzes posted on the website and suggestions •
for additional curriculum topics.

Check out the series of “Mr. Chuck’s Critter Corner”
videos at www.blackhawkpark.org/education.php.

2020 Confirmandi at Saint John Vianney
The following parishioners were confirmed by
Bishop Thomas Zinkula on February 22.
Brady Adams, Elizabeth Alves, Blake Anderson,
Olivia Anderson, Benjamin Babcock, Annalie
Bargmann, Austin Barta, Avery Behnke, Ethan
Belby, Bradley Bodkin, McKenzie Borden, Kennedy Brady,
Sidney Brockmann, Abby Buechel, Maylee Callahan, Brian
Collins, Cody Connors, John D’Antico, Timothy Davison,
Daniel DeGeorge, Matthew Dorang, Carter Dougherty,
Anastasia Drexler, Jenna Dyer, Charly Erpelding, Gabriella
Escontrias, Coy Evans, Owen Gannaway, Logan Garrison,
Rebeca Garza-Doty, Elsa Gilbeck, Hayley Haberkorn, Maya
Hoffmiller-Maynard, Claire Horsfield, Emily Hoskins, Thomas
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Hughes, Ryan Johns, Corinne Johnson, Cooper
Kellenberger, Katherine Kemkes, Adrianne Kerkhoff, Colin
Kilcoin, Ethan Kilcoin, Xavier Kirk, Sarah Kustes, Ava Kwak,
Ashley Lindquist, Katie Maher, Brittan Mariman, Preston
Martens, Mara McClimon, Emma Melz, Colin Meyer, Drew
Micek, Catherine Moore, James (JT) Muszalski, Grant
Necker, Payton Noack, Trinity O’Brien, Dylan Ollendieck,
Parker Paulson, Katelyn Rahe, Olivia Ramirez, Natalie
Richmiller, Nathan Romans, Bryce Rubel, Kora Ruff, David
Scranton, Alyssa Smith, Macy Stevenson, Vince Tarpein,
Nathan VanUtrecht, Luke Vondehaar, Julia Wanek, Macy
Wilkins, Jack Williams, Emily Yattoni, Maycen Zimmerman,
Mary Zude.
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CHM Associate finds “spiritual lifeline”
By JAN TOUNEY

simplicity, humility and joy, be attentive to the
call of the Spirit, to work for justice in the
human family and to care for others,” she said.

Linda Maag recalls with fondness her years
of Catholic education and the nuns who
guided her at St. Alphonsus School and
Assumption High School in Davenport so
many years ago.

“It’s just a good spiritual improvement in your
life,” she said. “I call it a spiritual lifeline.”
Linda said it usually takes a year to a year and a
half to complete the program leading to being
welcomed as an Associate. It includes reading
“One Among Many,” by Kathleen Mullen, a book
about the history and transformation of the
Congregation, watching videos and having oneon-one meetings with Humility sisters.

So, after retiring from her job as a registered
nurse, she wondered: “What can I do to help
the sisters that I grew up with?”
Her search drew her to the CHM Associates
program with the Congregation of the
Humility of Mary, and she was one of four
new Associates welcomed during a
ceremony in August.

CHM Associate Linda Maag is
wearing one of the Congregation’s
T-shirts.

The Congregation defines Associates as
“people called to live the CHM mission without vows and
within the context of their contemporary lives. They choose to
deepen their baptismal call through prayer, service and
community in the spirit of the founders of the Congregation.
The purpose is mutual enrichment and sharing of energy,
insight and inspiration.”

“You are assigned a companion sister. She sees
you along in the program,” Linda said.

Her work as an Associate may include serving on
committees, helping with workshops and retreats, and with
Bible study groups. Her schedule must be flexible, she said, as
her husband suffers from a spinal cord disease and is an
invalid.

As the COVID-19 pandemic has kept the CHM facilities closed
to the public, including the Our Lady of the Prairie complex in
Associates can be women or men, single, married or divorced, Wheatland, Iowa, much of Linda’s work with the Congregation
and come from many backgrounds and career paths. They do has been online.
not need to be Catholic.
She looks forward to the time when she can get to know more
Linda, who married her husband, Mike, at Saint John Vianney of the nuns individually.
49 years ago, said she was drawn to the Congregation by its
“They are a very welcoming group,” she said.
commitment to social and political justice.
• Find out more about the Congregation of the Humility of
“As a Catholic, what they want us to do is to be a companion
Mary at www.chmiowa.org.
in prayer, to live the mission of the Gospel like Mary with

Preschool classes adapt to changes
The SJV Preschool program has
made a number of modifications in
light of the COVID-19 pandemic,
including purchasing special face
shields for the young students.

Preschoolers participate in Chapel time.

The Vianney Vine

grade fabric on them that surrounds the children’s chins and the
sides of their faces so they don’t
have to wear a mask.

“We love them because we can see
Preschool director Christy Barnum everyone's faces and smiles and it
said families donated funds for the helps us to better hear them when
face shields, which have a medical they talk,” said Christy.
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Haiti Committee continues work to help Jean Denis
Brand new tables and chairs for
the preschool class at Our Lady of
Fatima School in Jean Denis, Haiti,
made by local craftsmen there,
are the latest project funded by
parishioners at Saint John Vianney
for our twin parish, Notre Dame
du Rosaire (Our Lady of the
Rosary).

systems and stoves are
estimated to save the Haitians
$150 a year.
Unlocking Communities, with
financial help from the Haiti
Committee, also is providing
education to Haitian residents
on preventing COVID-19 in their
schools, churches and the
community. This includes
distribution of masks and handwashing stations.

While the pandemic and ongoing
violence in Haiti have canceled the
January 2021 medical mission trip
sponsored by the SJV Haiti
New tables and chairs built in Haiti are now ready for children to
The Haiti Committee continues
Committee, work goes on in other use in the preschool classroom at Our Lady of Fatima School.
to meet monthly via Zoom, to
areas to help improve the quality
make decisions about how best to help the community. Some
of life for residents.
$20,000 has been sent to Jean Denis in direct aid to families
“This has been a particularly difficult year for our sister
whose livelihoods have been impacted by the gang violence
parish,” said committee Chair Tia Watson. “While we were
over the past year.
unable to safely conduct a medical mission in Jean Denis, we
Father Jean Salomon Vincent, pastor of Notre Dame du
are continuing our support of the parish school by paying
Rosaire, emailed committee chairperson Watson with his
teacher salaries and providing a noon meal of rice and beans
appreciation for the continued support from SJV parishioners,
for students.”
and has sent a list of families who have been given $150
The Haiti Committee is also partnering with an organization
disbursements in order to buy food and medicine for their
called Unlocking Communities, which trains Haitian residents families.
in entrepreneurial skills so they can sell water filtration
School has resumed at Our Lady of Fatima, though it is not
systems and clean-burning stoves to residents. Both the water
known yet how many students are able to attend. Help also
comes from donors affiliated with the Hands Together of the
Palm Beaches organization, a group the SJV Haiti Committee
has partnered with for several years in supporting the Notre
Dame du Rosaire parish.

Committee member Rosemary Keeley, a retired educator, was
particularly happy to see that the new tables and chairs had
arrived in the classroom of the school built with funds from
SJV parishioners and Hands Together of the Palm Beaches.

Haitians receive information on COVID-19 prevention in one of several
programs funded by the SJV Haiti Committee and others.
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“Thanks be to God and SJV parishioners and friends, we have
the new school and have begun furnishing the new building.
Our next goal is supporting the professional growth of the
teachers. Education is paramount to the success of the Jean
Denis community,” she said.
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HAVE YOU COMPLETED YOUR SURVEY?

VISION FOR THE
CATHOLIC CHURCH IN BETTENDORF

Every household is asked to help guide our pastoral plan for the future. Please complete your
survey, either on paper or online. If you have not received a survey, go to the new Bettendorf
bridge icon on our parish website, www.sjvbett.org to complete one.
Please return your survey by the end of the day on Thursday, October 15.
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