Dear Parish Family,
We have been blessed in the past year of 2020 to offer live-streaming of our 8:30 Mass on Sunday
mornings to parishioners who are homebound and to those who do not feel comfortable yet to attend Mass in
person. Thank you to the crew who installed the wiring, etc. and worked out all the kinks … and to an
anonymous donor who paid for all costs!
We have also been blessed with:
✝ A beautiful wooden cabinet to protect our 125-year-old statue of Mary and the Child Jesus. They
stand watch over our votive candle stand which has seen many parishioners lighting candles for
loved ones and special intentions.
✝ A new Paschal Candle for 2021 to be lit during the Easter Season, all Baptisms and Masses of
Resurrection (funerals).
✝ Wooden handrails to help those climbing the steps into the Sanctuary.
Thank you to our wonderful parishioners!

*****
In addition, Jane Crowe and the Monday Rosary group asked if we could offer Holy Communion for those
of you who have watched a live-streamed version of the Mass at home on Sunday mornings. They miss
receiving Our Lord!
I considered their request and took it to the Liturgy Committee, and we agreed to try it! We have a few
extra pyxes for those who would like to take Communion to homebound loved ones. If you have one at home,
please bring it along. We will begin this on January 24th at NOON after the 10:30 Mass. (More details will be
worked out as this “experiment” continues. Be patient with us!) During this time of social distancing, we want
to be helpful and loving to you, our parishioners. Above all else, we want this to be reverent and respectful to
Jesus Christ!
Please line your cars up in our back parking lot beginning at the Portico.
*****
A new Mission Statement was crafted and adopted by your Parish Pastoral Council in 2020:

“Joyfully serving God and our neighbor
with open hearts and helping hands”
Short and sweet … it should just roll off your tongue! So, try to commit it to memory! Our parish has
overwhelmingly lived this mission over many years; it says who we are in our hearts and how we attempt to
show Christ’s love to others!
And, we are putting the finishing touches on our new Vision Statement:
“To assist all people to discover and obey the will of God in their lives, and to wholeheartedly share God’s caring love with others”
continues on page 3...

A DISCIPLESHIP

PRAYER FOR JANUARY

Lord of new life,
Thank you for the gift of a new year.
You have entrusted us
with the coming days,
weeks and months as stewards
of your divine plan;
to live in gratitude, joy,
and an ever growing confidence
in your Kingdom to come.
We ask for the humility
to reform our lives;
the courage to commit ourselves
to you no matter the cost;
and the wisdom
to shine the light of faith
on others.
Open our hearts,
give us your Spirit
and show us how to
share your love
so that we may bring hope
to a world in need of your
justice and peace.
We pray to be a sign of your
grace in this new year
through your son, Jesus Christ,
who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God,
forever and ever.
Amen.

Resolution in the Midst of a Pandemic:
Living with Compassion
International Catholic Stewardship Council

Even during this time of uncertainty and stress, January is a time
for new beginnings, fresh starts. For the Christian steward, the
grace of being given another day, or God willing, a whole new year,
stirs our deep gratitude. But it also calls us to ask what a
“resolution” should really be. Our first resolve should always be to
involve ourselves more intimately in the life of Christ, and how
better to do that than by embracing Christ’s call to be
compassionate.
This past year our lives have been severely disrupted, admittedly
to some more than others. But Jesus himself instructed us, “Be
compassionate as your Father is compassionate” (Luke 6:36).
Clearly, we strive now to live and give compassionately, as we
generally understand the term. We try to be kind, considerate and
understanding individuals. We share with others. But Jesus’ words
challenge us to embrace a compassion that is much deeper, much
more radical than our general understanding.
The word compassion, at its root, means “to suffer with.” This
goes beyond merely writing a check, offering a prayer or sending a
note. Suffering is not a popular notion in our society and we strive to
avoid it. But now we hear Christ instructing us to “suffer with” the
poor, the vulnerable, the powerless, the neglected, the weak.
How can we possibly choose such a journey, this challenge to be
truly present to those who suffer, especially at a time when we are
instructed to keep our distance? All things are possible with God,
and it is through a commitment to a life of discipline, a creative
discipline in action and discipline in prayer, that we move towards
the goal of true compassion. The Christian steward is committed to
the Eucharistic life, and it is through this life which Christ offers us
that we gain the courage and the will and even the creativity to
follow him in his own example of compassion.
Compassion is the doorway to a more responsive stewardship
and a committed discipleship. Through our deepening sense of
compassion in 2021, may we resolve to be the kind of Christian
stewards who bring Christ’s presence to a suffering world.

CelO’bration is Coming!
Now is a great time to begin thinking of a theme basket!
Need ideas?
Make a basket for the ultimate coffee lover!
Would your office or business be willing to offer a basket?
Do you camp? Why not a cooler with a camping chair, pudgy makers,
and smores?
Put together some board games any family would enjoy!
Fun with Science! Tickets to the planetarium, experiment kits, science
puzzles, glow in the dark ceiling stickers, goggles, child-sized lab coat!
Give parents the night off! Gift cards to a favorite restaurant, movie
tickets, a bottle of wine, and an offer of babysitting!
What are some items on which you would want to bid?

2020 tested our strength.
In what ways did you find you were stronger than you realized?
In what areas did you (and can you) put more faith in our Lord?

continued from page 1…

Are you learning (or re-learning) the Confiteor and the Gloria from the Mass? They were part of my letter to you
last month. Now comes the hard one:
THE NICENE CREED:

(ALL BOW)

I believe in one God,
the Father almighty
maker of heaven and earth,
of all things visible and invisible.
I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the Only Begotten Son of God,
born of the Father before all ages.
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
consubstantial with the Father;
through Him all things were made.
For us men and for our salvation
He came down from heaven,
and by the Holy Spirit was incarnate of the Virgin Mary,
and became man.
For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate,
He suffered death and was buried,
and rose again on the third day
in accordance with the Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory
to judge the living and the dead
and His kingdom will have no end.
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son is adored and glorified,
who has spoken through the prophets.
I believe in one, holy, catholic and apostolic Church.
I confess one Baptism for the forgiveness of sins
and I look forward to the resurrection of the dead
and the life of the world to come.
Amen.

I wish you Christ’s peace and the Spirit’s prodding and life-giving force in 2021,

Mary Krueger, Pastoral Leader

The Missing Piece

An excerpt from Matthew Kelly’s “I Heard God Laugh”

Trying to put together a jigsaw puzzle without an important
piece is incredibly frustrating. That is the story of millions of
people’s lives. Day after day they are frustrated, but they don’t
realize they are missing a piece. They drive themselves crazy
trying to put the puzzle of their own lives together without that
critical piece.
The essential piece most people are missing is a vibrant
spirituality.
You’re a human being, a delicate composition of body and
soul, mysteriously linked by the will and the intellect. The
important word here is soul. You have a soul. It is literally your
life force. When it leaves your body, you die.

You are a spiritual being
having a physical experience
in this world.
It’s time to start paying more attention to your soul. Think
about these four aspects of the human person: body, soul, will,
intellect. We are obsessed with three of them: body, will, and
intellect. We pamper our bodies, vigorously defend our right to
decide the path we walk, and celebrate our individual and
collective intellectual accomplishments. Yet, we often ignore
the most important, soul. Have you been taking care of your
soul? Rate yourself between one and ten. Most of us neglect
the soul in favor of the body. The body in constantly barking
orders at us: Feed me, wash me, clothe me, pleasure me, feed
me again, and so on. The soul, on the other hand, is quiet and
faithful. When the soul is hungry, our stomach doesn’t rumble
and growl. But it is important to feed our soul each day.
Yes, each day. How many days has it been since you
intentionally fed your soul? You are a spiritual being having a
physical experience in this world. You have a soul. Feeding
your soul is the missing piece of the puzzle. There is no better
time than right now to nurture your inner life, discover your
spiritual needs, and feed your soul.
It is time to stop ignoring our souls. The soul integrates
and harmonizes every aspect of our humanity. It re-orients us
toward what matters most.
Want to read more? Pick up your free copy of
“I Heard God Laugh” from St. Pat’s today!

Which one do you think will help you
become a-better-version-of-yourself:
A. Stop eating chocolate for 40 days
B. Praying every day for 40 days
Join Matthew Kelly for
this year as we take a 40-day journey
through his new book
I Heard God Laugh: A Practical Guide
to Life's Essential Daily Habit.
Giving up chocolate could be helpful.
Learning how to pray will be
life changing!

We’ll be handing
out copies right
before Lent!

Our Lenten Fish Fry’s
begin SOON!
FEBRUARY 19
FEBRUARY 26
MARCH 5
MARCH 12
MARCH 19
MARCH 26
APRIL 16

Call in your orders beginning
at noon each Friday!
920-725-5544

Your packet from the Green Bay Diocese will be arriving to your
house soon! Please prayerfully consider your donation to the
Bishop's Appeal as it is a wonderful opportunity for each of us to
reach out to thousands of people in search of Jesus' love. Each gift
given
supports the ministries of the Diocese of Green Bay which
serve our parishes, Catholic schools and communities. Your gift truly
helps bring the heart and hands of Christ to our children, young
adults, families and neighbors here in northeastern Wisconsin.
You can return your gift in the provided envelope, visit the Bishop’s
Appeal website at www.catholicfoundationgb.org/give, or call Tammy
toll-free at 877-500-3580, ext. 8123.

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHT
Double Portion continued their
generous efforts through this year
of great change and great need.
We are so incredibly grateful
for our St. Patrick’s team and
for the work of the
whole ministry!

We are so incredibly grateful for the chance to welcome Julianne Stanz to St. Patrick for a night of faith!
Julianne is the director of New Evangelization for the Green Bay Diocese and speaks nationally about strengthening
our relationship with Christ! She's originally from Ireland so we thought Cel O’bration would be the perfect opportunity
to introduce her to our parishioners! We are so excited that she can combine two passions with this night…
faith and all things Irish!
This event can be attended in-person in the Church and virtually via Livestreaming!

Sun

Mon

Tues

Wed

Thurs

Fri

Sat

1

2

3

4

5

6

Noon Rosary via
Zoom at https://
us04web.zoom.us
/j/307898006?
pwd=NGlST1dIel
doenIwUnNiZnB
mR2duZz09 or
call 1 301 715
8592. Password:
rosary

6:30am Men’s
Group
6pm Parish
Events

8:00am Double
Portion

6:00pm Liturgy
Mtg.

Parish Office open
by appointment only

5:30pm Respect
Life at St. Gabe’s

7
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass

14
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass

21
Food
Collection
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass

28
8:30am Mass
10:30am Mass

8
8am Double
Portion
Noon Rosary via
Zoom at https://
us04web.zoom.us
/j/307898006?
pwd=NGlST1dIel
doenIwUnNiZnB
mR2duZz09 or
call 1 301 715
8592. Password:
rosary

9

10

11

6:30am Men’s
Group
5:30pm Book
Club

15

22

17
6:30pm Ash
Wednesday
Service

23

Noon Rosary via 6:30am Men’s
Zoom at https://
Group
us04web.zoom.us
/j/307898006?
pwd=NGlST1dIel
doenIwUnNiZnB
mR2duZz09 or
call 1 301 715
8592. Password:
rosary

St. Patrick’s Catholic Community
324 Nicolet Blvd, Menasha WI 54952
Phone: 725-8381 Fax: 725-5544
Email: stpatmen@gmail.com
Web Site: www.stpatricksmenasha.org
Parish Office Hours:

13

Parish Office open
by appointment only

16

Noon Rosary via 6:30am Men’s
Zoom at https://
Group
us04web.zoom.us
/j/307898006?
pwd=NGlST1dIel
doenIwUnNiZnB
mR2duZz09 or
call 1 301 715
8592. Password:
rosary

12

24

18

19

20

12:00pm Finance Parish Office open
Council Mtg
by appointment only

4-7pm Fish
Fry Take Out
Only

25

26

27

6:30pm PPC Mtg. Parish Office open
by appointment only

4-7pm Fish
Fry Take Out
Only

Cel O’Bration Weekend
Friday, March 12
Sunday, March 14
Monday, March 15

No matter what your present
status in the Catholic Church,
No matter what your current
family or marital situation,
No matter what your past or
present religious affiliation
No matter your personal
history, age, background, race,
etc.,
No matter what your own selfimage or esteem,
St Patrick’s invites, welcomes,
accepts, loves, and respects
you!

