
Dear Parish Family, 
 

We are at the start of a new season at St. Pat’s!  We spent the last months celebrating, thanking, saying good-
bye, and giving our best wishes to those who have been walking with us for many years.  Now, we have the oppor-
tunity to joyfully celebrate our new leader, Fr. Jude, build new relationships, and continue strengthening our rela-
tionship with Christ! 

What better way to begin than by getting to know Fr. Jude a little better!  (We asked him so many questions, 
that we’ll continue with more questions and answers in our next month’s issue!)  Let’s get started! 
 

Fr. Jude, where did you grow up?  
I was born in Lagos, the former capital city of Nigeria, in the 60’s. When I was five, my family moved to the east, from 
Lagos to Ozubulu, during the Nigerian civil war. We remained there until the war ended in 1970. Then, we relocated 
to another city in the same part of the country, called Port Harcourt. Finally, we moved to Benin city, near central 
Nigeria, where I eventually entered the seminary.  
 

Tell us about your family back home! 
I came from the humble family of Late Mr. Michael Egbuna and Mrs. Suzana Egbuna. I have four siblings: Gasper Eg-
buna, Demian Egbuna, Colette Ndubuisi(all married), and Bibiana Egbuna who now lives with my Mother. My late 
father was in the military for many years even before I was born (which explains why our family was always on the 
move from one part of the country to another!) Since my father’s demise in 1991, my mother had to move back to 
our hometown of Lagos, where she still lives. 
I am the oldest son in my family. Gasper and his family live in Benin city. Damian and his family live in Cameroun, a 
neighboring country in Africa. Colette and her family live in Ibadan, in western Nigeria. Bibiana is a student and 
lives with my mother. 
 

As a child, what did you want to be when you grew up and why? 
Right from the beginning I had wanted to be a medical doctor or a Lawyer and to also establish my own musical 
band. I kept this dream after high school, but as God would have it, that did not materialize! 
 

What is your favorite color? 
My favorite colors are red and sky blue 
 

We heard you like to cook! What is your favorite meal to prepare? 
Oh yes! I love to cook. My favorite meals are many. In Nigerian Culture, I love Jollof Rice blended with beans. I love 
fufu with Okra soup. In American Culture, I love meatloaf and any kind of sea food! 
 

How can we pray for you? 
I need prayer for the constant violent going on in my country, as well as for my family back home and for a special 
intention.  Any way the Spirit moves you to pray would be wonderful! 
 

Be sure to check out page 3 for the story of how Fr. Jude became a priest and how he came to be in Wisconsin! 
 

What questions would YOU like to ask Fr. Jude? 
****Email questions to: whatwouldfathersay@gmail.com**** 

You can ask questions about himself, send in a question from a child,  
or anything about our Catholic faith that you’ve always been wondering! 

 
Thank you for joining our family, Fr. Jude.  We look forward to continuing our journey to become closer to Christ 

with you! 
 
Peace and joy, 
Erin Goyette, Discipleship Coordinator 



A DISCIPLESHIP  
PRAYER FOR JUNE 

Gracious God,  
 
You sent Your Son  
to proclaim the Good News. 
Inspire us in faith  
and show us the way  
to be good stewards  
of Your abundant gifts.  
 
In this month of July,  
dedicated to the  
Most Precious Blood  
of Jesus,  
grant us the wisdom  
to recognize  
that through His gift  
of the Eucharist  
there is but one cup of  
covenant and communion  
with Christ and each other.  
 
Through the Eucharist,  
give us the courage to  
be good stewards  
of Christ’s presence  
to others in our words  
and our deeds.  
 
And through Your Spirit  
teach us to live,  
no longer for ourselves,  
but in Christ Jesus  
who lives and reigns with You  
and the Holy Spirit,  
one God forever and ever.  
 
Amen  

 Stewardship: 
The Path to Better Discipleship in Christ  

  International Catholic Stewardship Council 

To be a friend of Jesus calls us to “come out of ourselves.” However, this 

is not a burden imposed upon us. To be a Christian is far from being a burden, 

it is a gift — and, to follow Christ, offering him in return our own gifts of time, 

talent and treasure, brings us joy, a joy that gives meaning and direction to 

our lives.  

In that sense, stewardship is not all about money. But our money — and 

the way we use it and how we use our time and talents — is all about 

stewardship. To say that we are “stewards” is to say that we are not the 

“owners” of our time, talent or our treasure.  

The only things we can rightly claim as our own are our sins. Everything 

else we have received from others. What we have, we have received freely 

from our parents, our families and from those who have mentored us and 

afforded us so many opportunities. Ultimately, all these gifts find their origin in 

God who is never outdone in generosity. But God does make us “managers” 

or “administrators” of what is his, to act on his behalf. God in his mercy still  

calls us despite our sinfulness into his vineyard to work to multiply the gifts he 

has given us. (cf. Matthew 25:21) 

The use of the word “stewardship” became popular in Catholic circles 

when the bishops of the United States wrote in 1992 a pastoral letter entitled, 

Stewardship: a Disciple’s Response. The term itself is often difficult to 

translate. For example, in Spanish, it is translated variously as “mayordormía,” 

“administración” or “co-responsabilidad.” No matter how one might translate it, 

the bishops defined a Christian steward as “one who receives God’s gifts 

gratefully and cherishes and tends them in a responsible and accountable 

manner, sharing them in justice and love with others, returning them with 

increase to the Lord.” 

When I was a student at Sacred Heart School in Lake Worth, Florida, 

where I grew up, the sisters had us write JMJ on all our papers and homework 

assignments. JMJ stood for Jesus, Mary and Joseph. The sisters wanted us 

to understand that everything we do should be a prayer — the lifting up of our 

minds and hearts to God — even homework, and so: JMJ, Jesus, Mary and 

Joseph. Likewise, stewardship is born of and sustained by prayer. 

The sisters also had us write AMDG — Ad Majorem Dei Gloriam — for the 

Greater Glory of God. They also wanted us to give our best effort, because 

you don’t give God much glory unless you give your very best. 

Incumbent on each one of us, then, is the need to be better disciples by 

growing in our personal, living relationship with Christ, and the need to be 

better missionaries by leading by example our fellow brothers and sisters to a 

new experience of holiness and abundant life in Christ. 

Let’s great our guests, travelers, and strangers as if they were Christ Himself! 



Getting to Know Fr. Jude 
 

Share what led you to become a priest! 
As a matter of fact, my decision to become a priest was very automatic and dramatic. It came upon me like a bolt 

out of the blue. It happened this way: after high school, while I was getting ready to enter college, I was also          
interested in singing in the choir during church service.  On this particular day, I went to the church for a choir   
practice, and while the practice was going on, a visiting choir master was introducing a new song to us. In the     
middle of it, he stopped and expressed displeasure over the fact that we were not giving him adequate attention to 
teach us the song. Then, as he was speaking, he mentioned the word ‘Priest’ by chance and at that moment I        
experienced a divine visitation and touch which went straight to my heart and gave me a divine illumination and a 
burning hunger for the priesthood. At that moment nothing else mattered to me except to be a priest. So, my       
decision to be a priest was actually a divine encounter. Words are not enough to explain what happened to me in 
that day and hour! 
 
How did you end up in Wisconsin with the Diocese of Green Bay? 

After my priestly ordination, I worked in my home Diocese for about 11 years, then asked my Bishop for a year     
sabbatical because a brother priest of mine was in the United States and was the director of a pastoral care           
department at St. Thomas More Hospital in Canon City, Colorado. He invited me to come and work as a part time 
chaplain in that hospital in the Diocese of Pueblo.  So, that was how I came to the States! This was between         
2002-2003. In 2003, I was offered a one-year residency in clinical pastoral education in Hershey, Pennsylvania.  I was 
done with the program by August of the following year and went back to Colorado where Bishop Arthur Tafoya 
asked me to work in his Diocese, which I accepted. He posted me to the San Juan cluster parishes in Monte-Vista. I 
was there for 3 years, and then he transferred me to the parish of St. Patrick’s/Our Lady of Guadalupe in La Junta. 

Bishop David Ricken’s parents were of that parish in La Junta. I got to know them, and through them I met     
Bishop David Ricken. I was with that parish for over a year and finally went back to my home country of Nigeria. I 
spent about 12 years back home before I reconnected with Bishop David Ricken through the request of my Bishop 
in Nigeria, who wanted one of his priests to come to the States. So, Bishop Ricken sent for me to come his Diocese 
and that was how I arrived in the Diocese of Green Bay. 
 
What message would you like to share with your new St. Patrick’s family? 

Well, still being a new guy in the block, I am still learning and slowly getting to know people, the parish culture 
and my way around, and so, I would rather be more general in my message: I am here to walk and work with you 
through all that is necessary and applicable in the realization of  our goals that we set to accomplish for St. Patrick’s 
parish family, through the aid of the Holy Spirit who fills us with love, faith, patience and hope. Let us never give up 
even when we think we are not measuring up as we should, but by relying on God’s mercies and assistance, which   
never fails to come to our aid. Let that team spirit prevail in us, for where brothers and sisters live in unity, God is       
present and His strength is revealed. 

 
What questions would YOU like to ask Fr. Jude? 

****Email questions to: whatwouldfathersay@gmail.com**** 
You can ask questions about himself, a question from your child,  

or anything about our Catholic faith that you’ve always been wondering! 

Beginning Tuesday, August 3 
St. Patrick Parish will be offering 

Weekday Masses 
Tuesday – Friday at 8:00AM 

 
Eucharistic Adoration will follow the daily 

Mass of first Friday of each month. 

Mass on the Green 

and Parish Picnic 

Saturday, August 7 

Mass is at 4:00pm 

 

Join us on the Green Space to celebrate Mass! 

Picnic provided following the Mass...including     
hamburgers, chips, salad, and dilly bars! 

Chairs will be provided, but bring your own lawn 
chair if you’d prefer! 



St. Patrick’s Mini Mission Trip was a Blessing for All! 
~Natalie Carney 

What a wonderful 4 days we had with the youth of our parish serving 

our parishioners, parish, and local community!  17 youth and 3 adult 

chaperones completed our group this summer and what a blast we had!  

Our theme this year was “Remember...that nothing is small in the eyes 

of God.  Do all that you do with love.” ~St. Thérèse of Lisieux.  This 

quote may have been our focus for the week, but is also a great focus 

for us to continue to have every day of our lives.   

We were blessed with great service tasks again this year, which included: picking up sticks, trimming up 

shrubbery, and cleaning grave stones from the 1800s and early 1900s at St. Patrick Cemetery; pulling weeds 

at Rosemary’s house; making the parish grounds look nice and making the rectory backyard ready for Fr. 

Jude by digging out over grown plants, trimming trees and bushes, and spreading mulch; and helping at 

Jake’s Network of Hope sorting backpacks and diapers, painting, pull-

ing orders, and anything else they needed help with.  We sure did keep 

busy!  We also did night programming, which consisted of talks based 

around our theme, making good deed/sacrifice beads, playing LOTS of 

kickball, water balloon challenges/fight, Adoration, and a campfire.   

Every year it amazes me how hardworking our youth are!  When they finish one task they are always asking 

how they can help next.  They never tire of helping others!  What a wonderful witness to the other youth 

and to our parish.  Our youth really are a blessing and I continue to see that throughout each year and I hope 

you, our parishioners, do as well!  





On Receiving a New Pastor: 
Being Open and Letting Go of Assumptions! 

By Fr. Kenneth VanHaverbeke 
 

 

 

He was waiting for me. I was sure of it. People waiting for the new pastor have a certain look. Often times it’s a 
look of: “Who are you replacing our beloved pastor?” Or it can be a look of: “Finally, now maybe this new priest 
will ….” Amid the chaos of people moving boxes, introducing themselves, and cleaning out space for more boxes, 
a little man sat in the corner of the rectory office watching it all. But most of all, he was eyeing me. I was new to 
the parish. That morning I woke up in the bedroom that I had woke up in for many years; celebrated Mass with a 
community that I had served for many years; and handed over a familiar set of keys to the secretary knowing I 
would never use them again. It all seemed like a blur. 

Arriving at the new parish, I was welcomed by a group of parishioners waiting for me. What a pleasant surprise! 
My former parishioners (“former” by about one hour) who were helping me move, introduced themselves and then 
they all got to work. It took all of five minutes. Without furniture, household goods, or bulky possessions and with 
many hands, moving a priest is fairly easy. Books and clothes make up most of our possessions. After the initial 
rush of boxes, the stacking in the corner of the bedroom, my former and new parishioners (“new” by about ten 
minutes) take their leave for me to unpack in privacy. I am alone…except for the little man in the corner of the  
office still watching me. I know I need to see what I can do for him, but I am hesitant to begin. The first surge of 
parishioners in a new parish can often be challenging because often they have “beaten a path” to my door either 
wanting something the former pastor would not give them, or with a suggestion. The stability of the Church is a 
gift from God. When one parish priest leaves, another comes. (Please pray for vocations, encourage your young 
men to become priests so this gift continues! What a wonderful life it is!) Coming to a new parish for a priest is 
barraged with newness: new parish, new family community, new surroundings, new church building, new faces, 
new names, and in many ways, a new job. No wonder one of my seminary professors said with all that newness 
get your priorities straight: know where all the bathrooms are! Even those are new to you! 

Taking the place of a brother priest is daunting. You want to be yourself, but you can’t help but compare yourself 
to what you perceive the other pastor to be. Sometimes you replace a brother priest who seemed to walk on    
water in your eyes, only not to give you a map detailing where the rocks are beneath the surface. Or you replace 
a brother priest who had to make some difficult and unpopular decisions. Then you can catch yourself trying to be 
everyone’s friend, not wanting to offend anyone and wanting to be known as “the nice guy.” Compare,            
competition, and complaining are the three cancers for a priest. We sometimes find ourselves comparing our  
ministry or parish with that of another priest, competing for popularity, and complaining about our assignment,  
authority, or brother priest. A deadly disease these three “C’s.”  A disease that deadens a priestly heart. I decide 
to get my priorities straight. I first go to the church for a prayer (subsequent to finding the restroom!). After a short 
prayer of thanksgiving before the Eucharist, “wondering thoughts” begin to distract me. Thoughts such as: “I   
wonder why it is so cold in this church. I wonder who is responsible for setting the temperature. I wonder who 
trains the altar servers. I wonder what the story is behind that beautiful statue. How in the world do you get a   
casket down this aisle? 

Giving up on any real deep prayer experience, I wander back to the rectory. “What’s this?” I think. On the kitchen 
table is a candy bouquet (much more practical than flowers!) and a basket of food. The candy bouquet was sent 
by some former parishioners wishing me well in my new assignment. I’ll put it with a ‘care package’ of comfort 
food munchies my former staff gave me when I was leaving. 

The basket was from the new parish’s Altar Society and was filled with some easy to prepare food items and 
homemade chicken and noodles. Perfect for dinner tonight! Now I won’t have to go the grocery story immediately 
and replace all the rice cakes and low salt (read no-taste) soups in the pantry left by the former heart healthy  
conscious pastor. Returning back to the rectory office I suddenly remember the little man in the corner. He was 
busily talking to my new secretary, whose name I keep getting confused with the school secretary. Not a good 
start! 

When he sees me, he gets up and walks across the room. “I didn’t want to disturb you before Father, knowing this 
was your first day here, and I know you are busy getting settled. I was here getting a Mass said for my wife who 
passed away this time last year.” Then he went on to say, “ Father ‘Former Pastor’ was such a gift to me during 
that time….” Oh, here it comes, I thought…. ‘You got pretty big shoes to fill” or “I think you should consider…” I’ve 
heard them both on my first day at a new parish. But how little faith I have…for he went on to say,… “and I look 
forward to the gifts you bring to our parish too. Welcome! We are glad you are here!” 

Suddenly, I was glad that I was there too! 

Father Van Haverbeke is director of the Spiritual Life Center in Wichita 



THANK YOU to the hard-working crew 

who gave the rectory a much-needed 

makeover!  They spent weeks  

cleaning, painting, fixing, updating, 

and creating a space for Fr. Jude to 

call home. 

We thank you for your time, energy, 

and love that you gave to this project! 

St. Patrick’s Fall Heritage Festival 
September 10 – 11, 2021 

324 Nicolet Blvd, Menasha, WI 54952 
The Fall Heritage Festival is a free community event that celebrates the history 
and communities of Menasha, Neenah and Fox Crossing with an emphases on 

family entertainment 

Friday, September 10: 3pm to 10pm 
Saturday, September 11: 8:30am to 10pm 

Friday - Night Dance Party - Sept 10th - 6pm to 10pm 
Saturday - ACW Pro Wrestling - Sept. 11th - 12:30am to 2:30pm 
Saturday Band – Sixth Street – Sept. 11th - 4:00pm to 5:30pm 
Saturday Band – Bad Habitz Sept. 11th – 6:30pm to 10:00pm 

9-11 Tribute-presented by Menasha Police Dept., Neenah Police Dept., Fox Crossing Police 
Dept., Neenah/Menasha Fire Dept. – Sept. 11th - 10:00am 
Historic Presentations: 

History of Area Lighthouses – Steve Krueger       Fox River Locks History – Jason Weber 
Story of P.V. Lawson – Steve Krueger                       To Be Announced – Jeff Heimerman 
History of Menasha Breweries – Stan Sevenich                 To Be Announced – Jane Lang 

Town of Menasha History – Jason Weber 
There will be Kids Games, Adult Games, Vendors, Food (Corn Roast, Hot Dogs, Brats, Hamburgers, Haddock Sandwich, 

Haddock Dinner, French Fries, Nachos, Cheese Curds, Ice cream, Cotton Candy, Popcorn), Beer Tent, Corn Roast, Prizes, 
Raffles, and Much, Much More! 

Don’t forget to like our Facebook page and join the event! 
Facebook Page:  https://www.facebook.com/Fall-Heritage-Festival-104022151716691 
Event invitation:  https://www.facebook.com/events/2937500209904281 
Website:  http://heritagefestival.net/index.html 

https://www.facebook.com/Fall-Heritage-Festival-104022151716691
https://www.facebook.com/events/2937500209904281
http://heritagefestival.net/index.html


Ten Practical Hints In Welcoming Your 
New Pastor 

More Wisdom from Fr. Kenneth VanHaverbeke 

1. Be patient! The stress of moving, the grief of 
leaving a familiar parish and the newness of it 
all might be a bit much at times. Please be 
patient with him! 

2. Don’t beat a path to his door. Give him some 
time to unpack, get settled, finding all the 
bathrooms and getting the secretary’s name 
straight! This might take a month or two, or 
longer…see #1. 

3. Tell him your name and what you are involved 
with. Don’t do this once or twice, but a number 
of times. Don’t be offended if in six months or 
a year later he doesn’t remember your name. 
He wants to. Really! So don’t embarrass him, 
just tell him again! 

4. Make sure he has help moving in if he wants 
it. Some priests would welcome help, others 
desire privacy. We are all different.  Ask in the 
office if he needs help with anything! 

5. Let him change his mind! Sometimes a       
decision made early is rushed or made     
without fully understanding the situation. It 
might be necessary for him to change his 
mind. Give him some wiggle room. 

6. Try not to compare him to your former pastor. 
This will not be fully possible of course, and 
he will struggle in comparing his previous  
parish to the present. Comparisons will only 
impede a relationship. 

7. Tell him your story, the story of the parish, the 
traditions, and the important values of the  
parish. Every parish and tradition in a parish 
has a story behind it. These stories are       
important for him to know. 

8. When he asks how something is done in the 
past or what the protocol is, refrain from telling 
him “Whatever you would like Father!” We 
generally want to keep things the way they 
are and not fix something that is not broken, 
so don’t be afraid to tell him how things       
operate in the parish. Sometimes a new    
pastor makes changes without even knowing 
they have changed anything because no one 
told him. 

9. Let him get to know you and the parish. Be 
sure to invite him to different parish events. 
Yes, he sees the bulletin and should know 
when something is happening but he might 
not know if he is really wanted. 

10. Pray for him and let him know you are praying 
for him! 

A Second Collections will be taken 

for the School Sisters of Notre Dame 

at Masses on July 25 and August 1 

 
The School Sisters of Notre Dame is an 

international congregation of religious women 

grounded in the concept of transforming the world 

through education. An integral part of the sisters’ 

ministry has been serving local churches and 

schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In the fall of 2021, the sisters will move from their 

Elm Grove convent to Trinity Woods, a new 

intergenerational residence on the Mount Mary 

University campus in Milwaukee including their 

marble altar, bell tower, stained glass windows 

and artifacts. In the center of the new residence, a 

chapel will be built that will preserve the heritage 

of the sisters with artifacts from the Holy Family 

chapel in Elm Grove. 
 

Given their deep-rooted connection with St. 

Patrick, they are asking for our help to build 

the chapel. 
 

St Patrick Parish will be taking a second 

collection at both masses on Sunday, July 25 

and August 1. Please consider giving 

generously in thanks and gratitude for their 

service to St. Patrick Community for so many 

years. 
 

In addition, the School Sisters of Notre Dame will 

include St. Patrick Parish in a Commemorative 

Registry which will be displayed outside the new 

chapel at Trinity Woods and will be listed in the 

book alongside other churches and schools where 

the sisters have served. Additionally, all 

benefactors will be remembered in the sisters’ 

prayers. 

Thank you in advance for your generosity. 

As one of the more than 300 

parishes where the sisters have 

ministered, the School Sisters of 

Notre Dame hold a place in St. 

Patrick's History, serving our parish 

as far back as 1877 -1978! 



*For All live-streaming go to https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksmenasha  

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 
10:30am Mass 

Noon Rosary 
5:30pm Respect 
Life at St. Gabe’s 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 
6pm Parish 
Events 

8:00am Double 
Portion 

6:00pm Liturgy Mtg. Parish Office 
open by 
appointment 
only 

4:00pm Mass & 
Picnic on the 
Green 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

9:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 
 

8:00am Double 
Portion 
Noon Rosary 
5:00pm Bible 
Study 

8:00am Double 
Portion 
6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

  Parish Office 
open by 
appointment 
only 

 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

Assumption of 
Mary 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 
10:30am Mass 

Noon Rosary 
3pm SVDP Mtg 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

 12:00pm Finance 
Council Mtg 

Parish Office 
open by 
appointment 
only 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 
10:30am Mass 

Noon Rosary 
5:00pm Bible 
Study 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

 6:30pm PPC Mtg. Parish Office 
open by 
appointment 
only 

 

29 30 31 St. Patrick’s Catholic Community 

324 Nicolet Blvd, Menasha WI 54952 

Phone:  725-8381 

Email:  stpatmen@gmail.com 

Web Site:  www.stpatricksmenasha.org 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday:  9am-4pm 

Friday open by appointment only  

 

8:30am Mass 
10:30am—Mass 

Noon Rosary 6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksmenasha


No matter what your 
present status in the 

Catholic Church, 

No matter what your current 
family or marital situation,  

No matter what your past or 
present religious affiliation  

No matter your personal 
history, age, background, 

race, etc., 

No matter what your own 
self-image or esteem, 

St Patrick’s invites, 
welcomes, loves, and 

respects you! 


