
Dear Parish Family, 
 
 This is my last monthly letter to you as your Pastoral Leader.  I have walked beside you now for 
8 years in this position and for 11 years as Pastoral Associate.  When I was first interviewed in 2002 by 
Father Roy, Mary Doverspike, and Carl Jankowski, I had no idea where my hiring would lead!  I knew I 
would be leaving my 29 years of employment at American National Can.  And then 8 years ago, as our 
parish began transitioning toward a Pastoral Leader, I was preparing myself mentally (and sadly) to 
move on to another parish … Why? Originally, I was told that a Pastoral Leader would still be doing 
85% spiritual ministry and 15% administration.  Once I was installed by Bishop Ricken, I found that 
those percentages were reversed ... perhaps with a larger staff, the percentages could have been   
closer (?).  But that wasn’t the case!  You cannot do both and do them well.  My heart was with the 
people, not sitting ahead of a computer.  However, I knew I was doing good things for our parish, and 
that is what really mattered.  Thank you for all your prayers for me!  Blessings have been raining down 
on me constantly!  I am so grateful to God and to you!  

THANK YOU 

TO EVERYONE WHO WAS ABLE TO CELEBRATE MY RETIREMENT PARTY ON JUNE 13th !!! 
 
See page 6 for pictures of the day! 
I was completely overwhelmed … and I still am!  Thank you for the Mackinac Island vacation for two 
(and all the fun times that will entail) … Thank you for your cards and letters and photos in my 
Memory Scrapbook that I will cherish forever!  I am longing for some “me” time to read and re-read 
your cards and notes, and to send THANK YOU letters. 
 
I can’t end this letter without special thank you’s to: 
Katy Shaffer for compiling my Memory book with all the cards and pictures that Erin Goyette collected 
from well-wishers … Jeanne Hesprich and Erin for “being sneaky ninjas” and keeping all cards and  
letters out of my sight (without me “catching” them or even “having a clue”) … the Parish Events 
Committee … the Parish Council … our Parish Staff … for coming together to plan, execute, and also 
serve cake, ice cream and drinks for all of us.  My deepest gratitude to each and every one of you.  
Thank you for sharing your gifts!   
 
For the last time, I sign off as your Pastoral Leader, 
 
 
 
Mary Krueger 



A DISCIPLESHIP  
PRAYER FOR JUNE 

Dear Lord,  
 
Your presence at the Eucharistic 
Table is truly the source  
and summit of our faith.  
 
And in the breaking of the bread, 
Your presence is meant to impel us 
to reach beyond our immediate  
gathering and unify us  
with the larger gathering  
of our sisters and brothers  
around the globe.  
 
If we can recognize You  
in the Sacrament of the Eucharist,  
we must also be able 
to recognize You  
among those who hunger  
and who suffer in the world.  
 
But if our faith 
in Your presence  
of bread and wine  
does not translate into action,  
we are still unbelievers.  
 
Deepen our faith,  
make us good stewards of Your 
Eucharistic presence  
and help us to bear fruit  
in the lives of those we encounter, 
especially those most in need of 
Your love and compassion.  
 
Amen. 

ALL GLORY AND HONOR TO GOD! 
A Letter to Parish Families 

  International Catholic Stewardship Council 

PHEW!!! We made it! We made it through the sleepy world of winter to 
the spring alive with color and the promise of the sun on our faces. We 
made it through the worst of the isolation to the hope of gathering with 
loved ones found in the gift of the vaccination. We made it through being a 
virtual church family to masking up and slowly returning to look into each 
other’s eyes in joy and understanding of the mutual experience of the past 
year. God’s grace is everywhere! 

Our parish family has made it as well! It began with the parish team on 
a Sunday evening from their respective homes learning how to use Zoom. 
That story could be a comedy routine but it eventually lead to the 
possibility to hold all parish committee meetings and even virtual groups. 
We made it as we struggled through the technology for livestreaming our 
Masses and the patience we learned relying on that elusive thing called 
the internet. We made it as we walked with our families in the midst of a 
full-blown pandemic. God’s blessings were upon us! 

Through the generosity of our parish family, we were able to keep our 
Ministry Team employed not only to “hold down the fort” but also to stay 
connected with our family of Christ. We were able to continue to plan for 
our post-COVID time by moving forward with our Parish Mission Planning 
and time of transition. Though our weekly giving is down due to decline in 
Mass attendance, we truly hope our parish family will return to the 
generous giving of the past, God has allowed us to keep moving forward 
and we are grateful! 

The pandemic has taught us a vital 
lesson about the importance of 
communication technology, especially in 
the area of worship. Perhaps you and your 
family found comfort in the opportunity to 
celebrate Mass and our important seasons 
like Advent, Christmas, Lent and Easter 
with a familiar pastor in a familiar setting. 
Maybe seeing the faces of friends as well as sharing your life and Jesus in 
a virtual group made the isolation a little more tolerable.  

We believe the Holy Spirit works through the technology of every 
generation to bring the love and message of Jesus to our parish family 
and all those we encounter. In the end as a community of disciples, 
sharing Jesus is what matters most. It is our call and our privilege.  

Yes, we made it! Let’s continue to express our gratitude!  
ALL GLORY AND HONOR TO GOD! 

Let’s greet our guests, travelers, and strangers as if they are Christ Himself! 





I regularly read a football Q&A blog by a retired 
sports journalist named Vic Ketchman. One of the big 
ideas he talks about is “being new.” In the context of 
the NFL, this often means that to stay relevant, 
teams need to be willing to move on from players 
who are getting older to players who are younger; 
sometimes, even if the older players are still playing 
well or are fan favorites (bye-bye, Aaron Rodgers?). 
NFL teams can’t be afraid of change, because 
change is coming whether they like it or not. But if 
they accept change, it might not be as painful when it 
comes. They need to “be new.”  

Here at St. Patrick’s, we have a pretty big change 
coming up with Mary retiring, but that’s not what I 
want to talk about. The change I want to talk about is 
best illustrated in the chart below: 

A couple things to note about this chart: in 2005, 
we lost our Saturday Night Mass, which certainly 
seemed to start our attendance issues and in 2018 
and 2019, there were a few data irregularities.  

I know that last year was a bit of a mulligan for   
attendance (actual attendance was 5,626 for the 
year), so I estimated attendance based on the first 
2.5 months or so of the year, before COVID had a 
significant effect. Even without COVID, last year was 
on pace to be the lowest attended year to that point. 

I also projected this year’s attendance, based on 
the months of April and May. Our projected           
attendance for this year is 8,561, which is almost half 
of what it was just 2 years ago. I know that COVID is 
still a significant factor, but these attendance       
numbers are concerning regardless. 

Just like an NFL team with an old quarterback, we 
need to “be new.” There are a lot of things that we 
could do differently (and I can tell you, my fellow staff 
members and many of you have been putting in a lot 
of work to make changes for the better at                

St. Patrick’s), but I want to focus on two things     
specifically, one change that I’m trying to make, and 
one change that we haven’t made, but could be  
massively beneficial for our parish. 

The change that I’m trying to make involves our 
music. I have been uncomfortable with a lot of      
contemporary (by contemporary, I mean after Vatican 
II) Catholic music for a long time. One of the things 
that makes me uncomfortable is that a lot of the    
music that Catholics use during Mass seems         
excessively “nice.” Not that we shouldn’t have music 
that stresses things like community and God’s love 
for us, or music that is light and uplifting. But almost 
all the contemporary music that we have available is 
like that. I want to move toward a different style of 
contemporary music for Mass. There are              
contemporary songs in our books that place more of 
an emphasis on the story of Jesus (think In Christ 
Alone, or one I’ve introduced recently, Hymn to Christ 
the King), and have a more robust musical feel. My 
hope is that this newer style of contemporary music 
will have a broader appeal to people.  

Most Catholic Churches in the US are seeing     
declining attendance, but as I understand it, Catholic 
Churches that use the Latin Mass have actually been 
growing (don’t worry, I’m not about to suggest we go 
medieval). The thing is, I don’t think Latin Mass 
Churches have been doing any better at             
evangelization than anyone else. I think they’ve been 
peeling more traditional-leaning people away from 
English Masses. St. Patrick’s might be able to figure 
out a way to do something similar, but that only     
delays the inevitable, since all of our churches are 
struggling with attendance. What do we do? My   
suggestion is this: to begin door to door              
evangelization. I’m not sure how this would work, or 
where we should start with it, but I think eventually 
we’re going to need this to grow. I have a friend from 
Detroit whose parish is very active in door to door 
evangelization, and partly because of this, her parish 
is very vibrant. One of the denominations most 
known for door to door evangelization is Mormonism, 
and unlike most mainstream religions, Mormonism is 
growing.  

Remember back to 2008, when Brett Favre wanted 
to come out of retirement. The Packers decided to 
“be new” and move on to Aaron Rodgers. It was a 
really tough thing to do. It was unpopular among the 
fans, and the Packers had a bad season. But 2 years 
later, the Packers won the Super Bowl and were on 
their way to becoming one of the most dominant 
teams of the decade. Maybe we can do that too.   
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It’s Time to “Be New” 
Seth Duprey 



Mass in the Cemetery 

Pentecost Weekend 
St. Margaret Cemetery 



Turning the page into her next great adventure... 



*For All live-streaming go to https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksmenasha  

Sun Mon Tues Wed Thurs Fri Sat 

1 2 3 St. Patrick’s Catholic Community 

324 Nicolet Blvd, Menasha WI 54952 

Phone:  725-8381 

Email:  stpatmen@gmail.com 

Web Site:  www.stpatricksmenasha.org 

Parish Office Hours: 

Monday-Thursday:  9:00am-4:00pm by appointment only 

Friday:  by appointment only 

6:00pm Liturgy 
Mtg. 

Parish Office 
open by 
appointment only 

 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 

10:30am Mass 

Noon Rosary 

5:30pm Respect 
Life at St. Gabe’s 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

6pm Parish 
Events 

8am Double 
Portion 

 Parish Office 
open by 
appointment only 

 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 

10:30am Mass 

8:00am Double 
Portion 

Noon Rosary 

5:00pm Adult 
Faith Formation 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

 12:00pm Finance 
Council Mtg 

Parish Office 
open by 
appointment only 

 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

Food Collection 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 

10:30am Mass 

Noon Rosary 

3pm SVDP Mtg 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

 6:30pm PPC Mtg. Parish Office 
open by 
appointment only 

 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

8:30am Mass 
(livestreamed*) 

10:30am Mass 

Noon Rosary 

5:00pm Adult 
Faith Formation 

6:30am Men’s 
Group at the 
WeatherVane 

  Parish Office 
open by 
appointment only 

 

https://www.facebook.com/stpatricksmenasha


No matter what your 
present status in the 

Catholic Church, 

No matter what your current 
family or marital situation,  

No matter what your past or 
present religious affiliation  

No matter your personal 
history, age, background, 

race, etc., 

No matter what your own 
self-image or esteem, 

St Patrick’s invites, 
welcomes, loves, and 

respects you! 


