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This is the first in a series of case studies that illustrate the challenges presented to us as 

Christians.  Facing these common challenges is inevitable. How we respond to those challenges 

is what defines us as human beings and whether others observe and mimic or take notice and 

mock.  It should be our desire as Christians to serve as that coveted example worth mimicking 

100% of the time.  See if this case study has presented similar decision points and challenges in 

your life.  I would love to hear your reactions, thoughts and alternative approaches in the 

comments section below.  

The Case of the Street Person 

Have you ever been approached by a street person and felt bothered, scared, irritated, or 

perhaps, even embarrassed about how to respond?  This is a constant challenge in my travels 

around the country. Sometimes I feel embarrassed because I am so blessed and have so much. 

Other times I am frustrated and even angry because these people are “bothering me.”  How do 

we know we are doing God’s will? Are we just feeding a drug or alcohol habit? Are they not 

challenged at all…just “professional beggars”?  Do they have mental disorders that we can’t fix 

and as a result are actually putting ourselves in harm’s way?   

I recently was sitting in my vehicle in downtown Springfield making a phone call and noticed 

that a man was being rather aggressive in asking people for help.  He even followed some 

women into the lobby of a building who were taking food to their co-workers. When I got out of 

my car he approached me as well, asking for food.  I looked at him rather cold and told him that 

he needed to “leave people alone.”  He said nothing, but his eyes burned into my soul in a way 

that really stuck with me.  As I went in to get food for myself, I felt compelled to get extra for 

the person I had been so rude to.  To my dismay, when I came out he was gone, and it had 

started to rain.  

I jumped in my car and began circling the blocks downtown looking for this man who had asked 

for food, not money. I prayed to God to let me find him. I grew increasingly frustrated as I 

circled the blocks.  Why won’t God answer my prayer? Why won’t he let me correct a wrong?  

On the 7th trip around the block, I saw the man who had approached me standing under an 

awning in front of a store.  I approached him with the food and told him that I had treated him 

bad because I was in a hurry and that I was sorry.  His eyes burned into my soul for the second 

time that day and he simply said, “Thank you and God bless you.” I will never forget both of 

those looks that day. They are forever burned in my memory. The second look made me feel 

that God was speaking directly to me through this man.  After all, we never really know all the 



ways that God appears to us.  Did I do the right thing? Yes, because he kept the food and I saw 

that he was eating it like he was very hungry.  I asked myself, “How would I react and how 

aggressive would I be if I was desperate for food?”  It explained the actions I had observed on 

the other man’s part and made me feel embarrassed for being critical.  

What if I had observed the man throwing the food in the trash and continuing to beg from 

people?  Would I have done the right thing then?  The answer that I have arrived at is YES.  You 

can only control your own actions and your own intent in your heart. If you consistently do the 

right thing with the proper intentions, don’t give your actions another thought.  I am at peace 

when I believe I am reacting in a manner that would please God.  I will look to him to sort out 

all of the consequences and actions to follow that I cannot control. 

 

What are your thoughts? 

 

 


