
 
Welcome to our Prospective Confirmation Families! 

  
I hope everyone has had a wonderful summer and break from normal routine the last couple of 
months. As you have most likely seen and heard by now, all parishes within the Diocese of 
Springfield in Illinois are restoring the Original Order of the Sacraments of Initiation between 2019-
2025. In the early Church, the person was immersed into the waters of Baptism, anointed with 
chrism, and shared in the Eucharistic meal as part of a single event. Over time, and for many 
reasons, the celebration of these three sacraments became separated from one another. In the 
renewal stemming from the Second Vatican Council, the Church was asked to set forth more clearly 
the intimate connection of Confirmation with the whole of Christian initiation. This original order 
also helps us recognize that sharing in the Eucharist completes our initiation into the Church and 
that it is the Eucharist which is the “source and summit of our faith.”  
 
Therefore, for the next three years, we will be working at meeting the requirements of the Bishop in 
restoring order here at St. Joe’s with the following plan: 
 
2018-2019                                       

 Level 5 & 6 Confirmation (Both grade levels confirmed together)                   

 Level 2 First Communion 

 Level 4 Solemn Reconciliation 
  
2019-2020 

 Level 3, 4 & 5 Confirmation ( all three grade levels confirmed together)                   

 Level 2 will begin preparation for both Confirmation & First Communion and loop that prep to 
their 3rd grade year (No First Communion Mass this year)   

  
2020-2021 

 Sacraments of Initiation will be restored to their original order, which means that Level 3 students 
will receive both Confirmation and First Communion at the same Mass. 

 Level 2 students will begin preparation for both Confirmation & First Communion and loop that 
prep to their 3rd grade year. 

 
(For more information on this important change, go to www.dio.org/restoredorder) 

  
Due to this transitioning, if you are receiving this letter, then your child is now eligible to receive 
Confirmation, if they so choose. Confirmation is the next important step of their faith journey at 
this time, and as representatives of the Church, we recognize you as your child’s primary educator in 
the life of faith. We look forward to walking along-side you in helping prepare and empower them 
to become the saints and kingdom builders they are called to be.   
  



Attached, please find the Confirmation schedule and the Faith Formation schedule for this school 
year. The Confirmation curriculum called Chosen is used within Faith Formation class throughout the 
entire year, which is why it is imperative that your child be signed up for Faith Formation class and 
be in attendance each week (please note, if your child is not registered yet, please do so ASAP.) 
There are three enrichments scheduled, with two meeting options available for each one. These 
require at least one parent to be in attendance with their confirmand, so please highlight those 
and mark them on your calendars now. Chosen is modeled after the RCIA program and the goal for 
this program is to bring about a personal encounter with Jesus Christ, the end result not necessarily 
being a group full of intelligent students but a community full of disciples. Please consider this a 
“Priority” year for your Confirmation Candidate, and for your whole family.  
  
Thank you in advance, for your dedication to this incredible opportunity for your family, where your 
child will receive the Sacramental outpouring of the Holy Spirit and the fullness of the Faith. 
Though this will be a completion of all the graces they have been receiving since Baptism, 
this is in no way a completion of their Faith Journey. As parents, it is our responsibility to 
continue to encourage and motivate them to be active in our faith community by attending Mass, 
continuing Faith Formation class, being involved with service opportunities, attending church events 
and being a visible contributor to our Parish family. It definitely takes a whole Church to raise a 
disciple! 
  
I look forward to seeing you all on either Monday, August 27th from 6:30-8pm. OR Thursday, 
August 30th from 6:30-8pm, both in Kollross Hall.  Please plan to be here at least 10 minutes early 
to sign in and pick up all materials. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact me. 
  
Blessings! 
 
Janice Anderson 
Faith Formation Coordinator 
St. Joseph the Worker 
700 East Spruce Street 
Chatham, IL  62629 
217.483.4514 (Office) 
217.836.0335 (Cell) 
217.483.4581 (FAX) 
http://www.stjoschatham.org 
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