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St. Joseph the Worker 
 TEAM Meeting Minutes 

April 16, 2023  

 
Opening Prayer:   

•  TEAM President Peggy Billhartz called the meeting to order at 9:20 am with the opening prayer. 
 

Father Joe Presentation: 
• Father Joe thanked TEAM members for all that they do. 

• Father mentioned that he had talked with Finance Committee Chairperson Bruce Thompson and the 
Finance Council about the various financial needs of the Parish. 

• Over the next year or two, we will need to have a capital campaign to raise funds to get several things 
done at the church, including, but not limited to the following: 
o Parking Lot Drainage Issues 
o New Roof for the Church 
o Choir Steps 
o Lighting Upgrade 

• The Diocese is asking each Parish to identify their needs and what needs to be done. 

• We will need a fundraising campaign to cover these needs…   to the tune of about 1.5 to 2 million dollars. 

• The question was raised about what funds we have at the Diocese now…    Father answered that it is not 
enough to cover the needs, but we need to keep that in reserve to meet unexpected needs.   The 
question of how much we have “in the bank” went unanswered. 

• Father then asked for TEAM to consider donating one half of the proceeds from the Art and Craft Fair, 
the Most. Dinner and the Pancake & Sausage Breakfast to the Church Capital Campaign. 

• Mel asked if this campaign would include addressing the lack of secure storage space.   Father replied yes. 

• Peggy said she will review TEAM By-Laws to see what we can do.   Normally we are not able to fund facility 
capital items but have done some equipment over the years.  After discussion, it was determined that 
she did not need to do this, as TEAM would not be directly funding capital items – TEAM would be 
donating to the Church. 

• Considerable discussion followed.    

• Mel mentioned that he does not have a problem with TEAM helping to fund a part of this but is opposed 
to splitting the proceeds of our events, especially PSB that we have done for many years. 

• Someone commented that we are already helping the food pantries with our monthly food collections. 

• Peggy will include the topic in our May Meeting agenda for further discussion. 

 
Approval of Previous Meeting Minutes:  

• Minutes from the Meeting of March 19, 2023: 
o The Minutes from our March 19, 2023, meeting was presented.  
o Mel mentioned that the Funds from our Pancake & Sausage Breakfast have been distributed.   A total 

of $3,810; $1,905 to each of Chatham Food Pantry and Holy Family Food Pantry in Springfield. 
o Convincing the lady at the front window of Catholic Charities / Holy Family Food Pantry that the gift 

cards were for the Food Pantry and NOT Catholic Charities was a definite challenge. 
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o Mel later talked with the Director of the Food Pantry (Jerry Hocking) and confirmed that he had 
received the cards and was most grateful.    They had already used some of the money to help a 
family in need after the recent storms in the area. 
➢ A motion was made by Geoffrey Davis; seconded by Kathy Bednarchik; to approve the minutes 

as presented.  Motion approved. 
 
 

Approval of Treasurer’s Report:   
• For the month of April 2023:    

o The bank balance as of 3/31/2023 was $13,743.12; Checkbook balance was  $11,838.12. 
▪ Mel presented the Treasurer’s Report for Mary Alice as she was absent due to illness. 
▪ The difference is due to the fact that the check to the Chatham Food Pantry has not yet cleared 

the bank.   That is not the fault of the Pantry as there was a slight delay in Mel getting the check 
to them. 

▪ The payment to Holy Family Food Panty was done via four gift cards due to a maximum of $500 
per card:  three at $500 and one for $405.  United Community Bank charges a fee of $2 per gift 
card, thus the additional $8 over and above $1,905. 

▪ We do the gift cards to Holy Family so that they can use them directly without the funds having 
to go thru the Catholic Charities account.  According to my experience noted above, we need to 
make doubly sure the funds go to the Food Pantry! 
➢ A motion was made by Geoffrey Davis; seconded by Brian Stenke; to approve the Treasurer’s 

Reports as presented. Motion approved. 
 
 

Old Business: 
  

• TEAM Polo Shirts: 
o Geoff Davis had previously reported at our September 2021 meeting that polo shirts (cotton / 

polyester) from Greco will run $18.95 for small through extra-large. Larger sizes will run a bit more 
(+ $2). Greco’s can get the green like we have now but are having a terrible time getting supplies.  

o They look nice. Please let Geoff know if you are interested in purchasing one. 
 

• Deacon Frank Ice Cream Social – July 22, 2023: 
o Peggy reported that Daniel & Nancy Snyders will once again chair the social.   Thanks Daniel & Nancy! 
o The date is now on the Church Calendar.   Will be the Saturday after Vacation Bible School. 

 

• Breakfast Sign Up for 2023: 
o Peggy reported that there are still some openings for providing Breakfast.   Please sign up! 

 

• Reserve / Schedule Church Facilities for Events: 
o Peggy mentioned that there is now another form to be completed as part of the approval process 

through the Church Finance Council. 
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New Business: 
 

• New Form When Giving Event Proceeds Away:  
o We now have to have proof of an organization’s charitable status. 
o Peggy called Meredith Ferguson regarding 501C organizations. 
o Mel mentioned that he is aware of verifying the charitable status from his days as an auditor, but 

wonders about why we need to verify an organization we have donated to for many years. 
o Sister Judy suggested that we ask Finance Chairperson Bruce Thompson to come to our next meeting 

to further explain the need for the new form. 
 

• Vote on 2023 Art & Craft Fair Proceeds (to be held on October 14, 2023):  
o After a brief discussion and Father Joe’s request, it was decided not to dictate a certain percentage 

at this time, pending further clarification. 
➢ A motion was made by Nichole Poss; seconded by Brian Stenke; to donate ‘some of the proceeds’ 

from the Art & Craft Fair to the Titan Fuel Program; Motion approved. 
 

• Vote on 2024 Pancake & Sausage Proceeds (to be held on January 14, 2024):  
o After a brief discussion and Father Joe’s request, it was decided not to dictate a certain percentage 

at this time, pending further clarification. 
➢ A motion was made by Geoff Davis; seconded by JoAnn Nelson; to donate ‘some of the proceeds’ 

from the 2024 Pancake & Sausage Breakfast to the two food pantries we normally donate to 
(Chatham & Holy Family in Springfield); Motion approved. 

 

• Paint Night Event- to be held on April 28th—need to vote on event & proceeds: 
o Peggy reported that if this is to be sponsored by TEAM as a new event, we need to vote on it and 

where the proceeds are designated to go. 
o JoAnn Nelson mentioned that she had talked with the parish office about setting the date but was 

unaware of the protocol to follow. 
o JoAnn reported that the charge will be $35 per person, of which $10 goes to the organization. 
o Registration is through Event Bright who charges an additional $4.19 fee each for using their service. 
o Thirteen people have signed up so far. 
o Brian Stenke mentioned that there does not appear to be a direct connection between this event 

and TEAM.    
o After a brief further discussion, it was the consensus of the group that if not sponsored by TEAM, no 

further action is needed. 
o Out thanks to JoAnn for spearheading this event to help our Youth going to Catholic Heart Work 

Camp. 
 

• Other: 
o No other New Business was noted. 

 
 

Breakfasts: 
• Today:    our thanks to Nichole Poss. 

• May Meeting:    Peggy Billhartz 
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Upcoming Events: 
• Next TEAM Meeting:  Sunday, May 21st at 9:15 am in the Resource Room. 

• Deacon Frank Ice Cream Social:   Saturday, July 22, 2023 (Scheduled) after 4:30 pm mass. 

• WATCH RETREAT WEEKEND:  Columbus Day Weekend:  Oct. 6-8, 2023 (Scheduled) 

• Art & Craft Fair for 2023:   October 14, 2023   

• Mostaccioli Dinner for 2023:   Date to be determined. 

• 2024 Pancake & Sausage Breakfast: scheduled for Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday Weekend (pending  
Finance Council approval): 

o  Sunday, January 14, 2024 
o  Kitchen & both halls to be reserved for Wed. Jan. 10 through Monday, Jan. 15th. 

 
 

Meeting Attendees:  Peggy Billhartz, Mel Kuntemeier, Geoff & Rita Davis, Charlene Vollmer, Sr. Judith Pfile, 
Nichole Poss, Kathy Bednarchik, Mila Tolentino, Aaron Felgenhauer, Brian Stenke, JoAnn Nelson, and Father Joe 
Molloy (briefly) 
 
The meeting adjourned at 10:10 am with the St. Joseph Prayer led by Peggy Billhartz. 
 
Respectfully submitted by:     
 
Mel Kuntemeier 
TEAM Secretary 
St. Joseph the Worker Catholic Church 
Chatham, IL 


