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Pax Christi!

This fall, several of our families are concerned about a new curriculum that is being 
rolled-out at a local Elementary School that, depending on who is asked, is either sex 
education or anti-bullying. Many rumors and untruths are circulating regarding the 
position held by St. Mary’s programming and staff in relation to this curriculum.

To clarify, St. Mary’s has no position regarding public school policy. We, as a parish, are 
in no way involved with this particular issue or any other issues facing public schools 
in Park City. We do, however, affirm parents as the primary educators of their children 
and we affirm parents’ duties to instill the Catholic Faith, the Truth of the Gospel in their 
children. Additionally, it is the policy of St. Mary’s to keep contact information of our 
parishioners confidential.

In our Religious Education program at St. Mary’s we teach Catholicism, which tells us 
that bullying is never acceptable, at any level, by anyone, and that all people are to be 
welcomed with dignity and understanding. Regardless of one’s opinion about the policies 
of schools, our nation, or anything in between, the mission of our religious education 
program is to teach our students about Catholicism with integrity. We affirm that God 
made us in His image, male and female. We affirm that marriage is between a man and a 
woman. We affirm that abortion is abominable. However, we also acknowledge that some 
people believe that their gender needs to be corrected, that civil marriage encompasses 
a variety of possibilities, or that a child’s right to life is not protected by law. We preach 
a Gospel of hope in a world of contradictions. Most importantly, however, we absolutely 
show love to all, good will to all.

At our Church, people who have vastly different opinions can all find welcome. Our 
diversity is made holy through our good will toward each other, our unity consecrated in 
our desire to follow the way of Christ in our common faith. Our Catechists are dedicated 
volunteers. They are free to follow their conscience personally, but as Catechists their 
teaching is to adhere to Catholic doctrine. Moreover, our Catechists are teachers not only 
of the faith, but also of the Church, a Church which is broad and full of variation. Our 
Church is Catholic, and so it is welcoming. And we share the faith: inclusively, peacefully, 
without discrimination, without belligerence.



I encourage all of you, to occasionally attend some of St. Mary’s new upcoming weekly 
offerings designed to help deepen your faith, understanding of Church teaching, and to 
grow as a community. Specifically, I invite you to join us for the Weekly Way of Christ 
Talk & Meal each Thursday night in which we come together for a candid discussion on a 
foundational aspect of Catholicism and then end in fellowship with a potluck meal. First 
Thursdays are particularly special as the talk concludes All Day Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament, ending with Benediction.

If you have any questions or are in need of specific guidance, please contact Lauri Hawkins 
or myself. Our contact information can be found in the bulletin and on our website.

Have a blessed and faith filled year with your students. Thank you.

In Christ,

Fr. Christopher Gray 
Pastor
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