What is Justice?                                                      January, 2021
In our current environment it’s hard to tell what’s ‘fair’, ‘right’ or just. 

Over the next few months we will share what our faith tells us justice is, what we believe, and how we take action for justice in our parish and in our community. I hope you will join us in exploring justice by reading our monthly posts, considering how justice can take shape in your everyday life, and contributing to this especially important conversation. 

All justice boils down to one overriding belief in the Fundamental Value of the Human Person, also described as the brotherhood of humanity (CCBS).

Promoting Justice consists of 3 things: EDUCATION –PRAYER—ACTION 

The US Catholic Bishops organizes this fight for human development into 7 Themes of Catholic Teaching on Justice. Each month we will explore one of these themes to increase our own knowledge of each, offer scripture and prayer and sources of more in depth information. We will also include ways we can act on each theme in our everyday lives.

Finally, we will highlight projects at Our Lady that you see often, but may not know the justice cause behind, as well as offer opportunities to engage in conversation and action as we move forward. 
The Seven Themes of Social Justice
Life and Dignity of the Human Person
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of the human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. Examples that fall under this theme include euthanasia, cloning, stem cell research, peaceful resolution of conflicts.  
Call to Family, Community, and Participation
How we organize our society in economics, in law and in policy directly affects human dignity. Supporting policies that uphold marriage, the family, and our right and duty to work together to seek the common good are central to a just society.  
Rights and Responsibilities
Every person has a fundamental right to life and a right to those things required for human decency. 
Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
 Our call is to focus on how our most vulnerable members are faring. Policies that address the deepening divisions between rich and poor are the focus of this theme. 
The Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
The economy must serve people, not the other way around. Catholics support the right to work, fair wages, the right to private property and access to economic initiative.
Solidarity
We are one human family whatever our national, racial, ethnic, economic, and ideological differences. We are our brothers and sisters’ keepers, and are to work for peace and justice.  
Care for God’s Creation 
We show our respect for the Creator by our stewardship of His creation and care for the Earth 
For more information on each of the themes go to; https://www.usccb.org/resources/seven-themes-catholic-social-teaching
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme 1: Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
February, 2021
As you may have read in our introduction last month, each month you will receive Information on 3 ways to engage in justice: Education, Prayer and Action, related to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice. We hope to spur thought and questions, spark your interest in learning or doing more, and offer a forum for discussion. 
What Does Dignity of Work and Rights of Workers Mean Exactly? 
As Catholics we believe that the economy must serve people, not the other way around. All people should have the right to productive work, fair wages, the right to private property and access to economic initiative. Work is a form of participation in God’s Creation.

All economic life should be shaped, as all things, by moral principles. In a free market, workers, owners, managers, stockholders and consumers are moral agents in economic life. By our choices, initiative, creativity and investment, we enhance or diminish economic opportunity, community life and social justice (USCCB).
Scripture related to this theme
         Seek the welfare of the city, for in its welfare you will find your welfare (Jeremiah 29:4-7)
What does Our Lady do?
Our Lady acts on this theme through our Equal Exchange program and product sales. You may have seen our tent at the Kettle corn sales or at mass on select Sundays. 

We sell these products as part of the global Fair Trade movement, helping people in impoverished parts of the world benefit from the world economy.
What is Fair Trade? 
Fair Trade is a movement started in 1949 by Catholic Relief Services, that empowers small scale farmers and artisans in impoverished and volatile areas across the globe to support themselves and their communities. 

Since its inception, Fair Trade has grown to a network of over 8000 artisans in 25 countries, selling over 30 million products worldwide. 

When you buy Fair Trade items you can be assured that they are produced without child labor, with respect to the environment, and in safe working conditions.  

The purchase of these products guarantees continued access to global markets to those most in need, resulting in sustained employment and income for those with no other access to such opportunity. 

In doing so we support our value on the rights and dignity of work by offering the least among us a chance to provide for their families, support their communities and participate in a God given purpose. 
What Can I do?
It’s easier than you think. Many hands working in small ways is how change happens. 
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice. 
                              Prayer for the week: Lord, we pray that you surround them, the shadow of your protection guard them and their families from all harm as they work. Give to them assurance of income and provide for them all the resources, strength, and support that they need. Gracious God, you bless all of us in so many different ways. Amen. 
            Act: It’s easier than you think.

· Buy Equal Exchange at church on Equal Exchange Sunday’s, order electronically https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17ZuGw69CjmErr5t8O3zHSi19TEds5q_qht37vXN0_xg/edit#gid=393774981   
· Buy from the Fair Trade website or catalogue. Handmade products make amazing gifts. Visit Serrv.org.

· Frequent the following merchants who are committed to Fair Trade practices: Fair Trade on Main (Hudson), Honest T, Ben and Jerry’s, Patagonia, New Belgium Brewing. 
· Look for the Fair Trade logo at Heinen’s, Aldi, Sam’s Club, Target, or where you shop.   
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· This about how Fair Trade can become part of your business or community group. Can you become a vendor; volunteer to help with product design, or create a new market for Fair Trade items? 

· Get the word out: Share the catalogue and talk about where the products come from when you give them as gifts. 

             Learn          A) About Far Trade –visit Serrv.org (history and product sales), https://www.fairtradeamerica.org or https://bcorporation.net (for businesses).

                                  B) About other ways to support the Dignity and Rights of Workers. The USCCB offers other information and ways to get involved. Visit https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-of-workers
Thought from Father Shawn: Historically, Catholic Social Teaching has been at the head of the discussions of the rights of workers. Perhaps one of the biggest questions today is respecting the rights of workers who do not work a five day, 40-hour a week job.
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme 2: Life and Dignity of the Human Person
March, 2021
As you have noticed, our monthly conversation about social justice describes 3 ways to engage with each topic: Education, Prayer and Action. Our topics each month are related to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice. We hope to spur thought, and spark your interest in learning or doing more.
What Does Life and Dignity of the Human Person Mean Exactly? 
The Catholic Church proclaims that human life is sacred and that the dignity of each human person is the foundation of a moral vision for society. This belief is the foundation of all the principles of our social teaching. 

Catholic teaching also calls on us to work to avoid war and conflict (between nations, in our communities, or even in our homes), and find effective ways to prevent and resolve conflicts by peaceful means.  

 :We believe that every person is precious, that people are more important than things, and that the measure of every institution is simply whether it threatens or enhances the life and dignity of the human person” (US Catholic Bishops).Inaction can often be viewed as being a threat. 
Scripture related to this theme
Let love be sincere; hate what is evil, hold on to what is good; love one another with mutual affection; anticipate one another in showing honor (Romans 12:9-10)
What does Our Lady do?
Our Lady acts on this theme through our many charitable projects that support Safer Futures, a local shelter, resource and legal advocacy center, and crisis line for women and children who are victims of domestic violence. 
Our Projects: 

· Fill the Shopping Cart – ongoing collection of food an paper products that are delivered weekly to Safer Futures. 

· Christmas Giving Tree, providing gifts to needy children. 

· Linen Shower-Annual fall collection of sheets, pillows and towels. Residents get to keep them when they find a place to stay on their own. 

· Basket Donation –Hope in a Handbag-Safer Future biggest fundraiser each fall. Our committee organizes basket donations for auction, and promotes ticket sales and donation of gently used handbags for the sale. 

.   What Can I do?
It’s easier than you think. Many hands working in small ways is how change happens.
             Learn: Knowing what domestic violence is and who it touches opens our hearts and eyes to things we may not have seen before. 

· Domestic Violence is not a socio-economic issue, it occurs at every income level, education level, and in every race, religion and region of the country. 

· Homes where domestic violence occurs look very normal from the outside

· Children see the violence in most reported cases, and are at significantly higher risk of trauma affects, and continuing the cycle of violence.

· 89% of college students report that they are not confident in their ability to recognize the warning signs of dating violence.

· Shame and fear are common reasons victims don’t reach out for help. 
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice. 
Gentle Jesus, shepherd of peace, join to your own suffering the pain of all who have been hurt
in body, mind, and spirit by those who betrayed the trust placed in them.  Holy Spirit, comforter of hearts, heal your people’s wounds and transform brokenness into wholeness. Grant us the courage and wisdom, humility and grace, to act with justice. Breathe wisdom into our prayers and labors.
Grant that all harmed by abuse may find peace in justice.
We ask this through Christ, our Lord. Amen.                          
Amen. 
            Act: It’s easier than you think.
· Donate an old cell phone to a shelter. They are reprogrammed and used for one-touch calls for help. 

· Read about Aisha’s Law to protect victims of domestic violence, and weigh in with your state representative. It is due up for a vote this spring. https://www.cleveland19.com/2020/12/30/aishas-law-fails-get-vote-ohio-senate-floor/
· Have a conversation. Know the warning signs of potential abuse-National Domestic Violence hotline https://www.thehotline.org/identify-abuse/warning-signs-of-abuse/
· Host “KNOW Abuse”, a teen to teen drama group and discussion about teen dating violence in your community group, church, or school. Visit https://www.jfsa-cleveland.org/know-abuse-teen-dating-violence-prevention/#:~:text=KNOW%20ABUSE%E2%84%A2
· Keep Safer Future’s hotline number to share with someone who may need it: 330-673-2500
Thought from Father Shawn: 
The Catholic Church is committed to protecting the rights and dignity of every human person.  The work that is needed to do this is more than any one person or parish can do, which is why we collaborate with and donate to other organizations and the universal Catholic 

Church.  But, sometimes, we let our perspective on the dignity of life be narrow or defined by others—especially by politics and culture.  So, just as important as the work we do and support is our continued deepening of our hearts into the heart of the Gospel and of Jesus Christ.
For more information on this theme visit: https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/life-and-dignity-of-the-human-person
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme 3: Call to Family, Community, and Participation
April, 2021
As you have noticed, our monthly conversation about social justice describes 3 ways to engage with each topic: Education, Prayer and Action. Our topics each month are related to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice. We hope to spur thought, and spark your interest in learning or doing more.
What Does Call to Family, Community, and Participation Mean Exactly? 
The person is not only sacred but also social. How we organize our society -- in economics and politics, in law and policy -- directly affects human dignity and the capacity of individuals to grow in community. Marriage and the family are the central social institutions that must be supported and strengthened, not undermined. We believe people have a right and a duty to participate in society, seeking together the common good and well-being of all, especially the poor and vulnerable.
https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/call-to-family-community-and-participation
Scripture related to this theme
Above all, let your love for one another be intense, because love covers a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without complaining. As each one has received a gift, use it to serve one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace. (1Peter 4: 8-10)
What does Our Lady do?
Our Lady acts on this theme through the opportunities presented by our committees, such as Charity and Justice, Stewardship and Parish and Family Life. Also, as a parish we worship together to strengthen our families and community through the Eucharist. 
Our Projects: 

· Service Day-Groups of parishioners go out into the community to complete projects and share the love with others in our community.

· Stewardship-Respond to God’s blessings by using the gifts we have been given; Our Time, Talent and Treasure.

· #ReconnectOurLady-An ongoing mission to provide connections during the recent Pandemic
What Can I do?

           Learn:  Rights and Responsibilities of Families and The Community:

· Family as domestic church along with the community has the task of evangelizing and mission.

· Economic and social policies as well as organization of the work world should be continually evaluated in light of their impact on the strength and stability of family life.
· Commitment to the promotion of the common good and the transformation of unjust social structures.

· The future of a society is dependent on the family, being the most basic form of human community.

· Stewardship is more than just giving; it is a way of life; it is taking care of the gifts we have received from God.
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice.
Creator God, thank you for providing us with the gift to share our talents. Provide our community, our nation, our world the fortitude to provide work for all which is decent and fair. Make us faithful stewards of your creation to enhance the human dignity of our global family. We ask this in the name of Jesus, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit now and forever. Amen.
       Act: It’s easier than you think.
· Participate in Service Day-May 22, 2021 – There are many ways that anyone with varied abilities can help.

· Pray the Stewardship Prayer

· Pledge to the Bishop’s Appeal

· Read the Bulletin for opportunities to be an active participant in the life of our Parish and community
Thought from Father: 
The question of family and community relies on the principle of subsidiarity.  This principle states that nothing that can be done by a smaller organization should be done by a larger organization.  So, in terms of the relationship between family and society, what are the roles of the family?  What should be shared, and in what way? What responsibilities are given over to larger organizations, like civil government?
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme: Option for the Poor and Vulnerable 
June, 2021
Our topics each month revolve around Education, Prayer and Action, and each are related to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice. We hope to spur thought, and spark your interest in learning or doing more.
What Does Option for the Poor and Vulnerable Mean Exactly? 
According to the US Catholic Bishops a basic moral test of any society is how our most vulnerable members are faring and being treated, especially in a society marred by deepening divisions between rich and poor; the haves and have nots. 
Traditionally in our Catholic history, this meant the poor and indigent. Vulnerable in today’s society can mean those outcast, disregarded, and endangered populations such as the homeless, the elderly in care facilities, the mentally ill, or runaway and trafficked youth. 
The primary purpose of this commitment to the poor is to enable them to become active participants in the life of society (USCCB).
Scripture related to this theme
 "As you did it to one of these, the least of my brethren, you did it to me" (Mt 25:40). 

What does Our Lady do?
Our Lady acts on this theme in many ways, including our support of The Haven of Portage Homeless Shelter project (to open Fall 2021) that will provide shelter, counseling and preparation for employment; the Center of Hope food kitchen in Ravenna; and support for local nursing homes and the homebound. 

Our parish also displays this value in the Acts of Mercy displayed on the exterior wall as you enter the parish hall.
Our Projects and Activities: 

· Our annual ‘blessing bag’ collection of toiletries, socks and essentials for the homeless.

· Our Lady’s holiday letter and card writing to homebound parishioners from parish families and Faith Formation classes. 

· Support for the Catholic Charities Annual School Supplies Drive and Bishop’s Appeal

· Service Day Nursing Home and homebound projects

.   What Can I do?
It’s easier than you think. Many hands working in small ways is how change happens.
             Learn: Knowing the causes of homelessness and poverty can provide new ways to think about and act on the problem. 

· Homelessness is not a choice. It is often a result of addiction, access to mental health care, or domestic violence

· Most ‘homeless’ people don’t live on the street; they are foster children who aged out of the system and stay with friends, multiple families living in close conditions, and those employed but who can only afford weekly-rate motels.

· 25% of the homeless are children

· .A significant number of veterans with untreated PTSD are homeless or unable to hold down a job. 
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice. 
Prayer for the month: Father, through your Son and by the power of the Holy Spirit, help us to recognize your face in all those affected by poverty and fill us with the love and fortitude we need to confront its causes. Let us pray for the poor, hungry, and neglected all over the world, that their cries for daily bread may inspire works of compassion and mercy among those to whom much has been given. Amen. 
Act: It’s easier than you think.
· Support or volunteer for Habitat for Humanity; “Building strength, stability and self-reliance through structures” (https://www.habitat.org). Donate to or shop at your local Re-store (Kent, Newbury, North Randall) to fund their projects. 

· Help Haven of Portage prepare for their fall opening by sorting donations or sharing your talent as tradesman (contact Martha slpmap2000@yahoo.com)
· Volunteers will be needed for mentoring, life skill training, cooking lessons (in the future). See Haven’s volunteer training days at https://www.portagehaven.org/volunteer-training
· If you are an employer consider partnering with veteran placement organizations. The VFW, AMVETS, Goodwill or Wounded Warrior Project are good places to start. 

· Spend a day stocking shelves or serving a meal at the Center of Hope. They need volunteers! (https://fcsserves.org/program/center-of-hope)

Thought from Father: 
. Pope Benedict XVI wrote in Deus Caritas Est (#34): “I must give to others not only something that is my own, but my very self; I must be personally present in my gift.”
This interpersonal connection in caring for others—as an expression of our Christian faith—is what makes this work much more than what is done in humanitarian aid work, which can have a variety of motives.  As people of faith, we engender our good works out of our sacramental life; and, we are constantly challenged to be present in our gift.
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme: Solidarity 
July, 2021

Our monthly topics revolve around Education, Prayer and Action, each relating to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice (US Catholic Bishops). We hope to spur thought, and spark your interest in learning or doing more.
What Does Solidarity Mean Exactly?
Solidarity is the unyielding belief that we are one human family. Our view of the world is that all people are our brothers and sisters first and foremost, whatever our racial, ethnic, economic, or ideological differences may be.  As Christians, we are our brothers’ and sisters’ keepers, wherever or whoever they may be, working for the common human good. 
Scripture related to this theme
 Above all, clothe yourself  with love and let the peace of Christ reign in your hearts (Colossians 3:9-17) 
What does Our Lady do?
 Our lady stands with the oppressed and needy by both serving and raising awareness of local and the world’s needs in several ways. 
Our Projects and Activities: 
· World Mission Sundays-speakers, visiting missionaries and special collections

· Annual Service Day where all who are needy are served across all faiths and neighborhoods.

· Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl Project during Lent for global needs 

· Participation in Fill a Bag Feed a Family in cooperation with other local churches 
.   What Can I do?
It’s easier than you think. Many hands working in small ways is how change happens.
             Learn:  

· Solidarity can mean many things, including standing against such things as predatory lending practices, local infrastructure decisions that leave out the poor, limited access to our government representatives for some groups, and environmental justice/equal protection. 

· Weekly Mass Intentions are prayers for solidarity and contain 4 topics; the church, the community, the world and the individual

·  The Catholic roots of this theme date back to the Solidarity movement in communist Poland spurred by Karol Józef Wojtyła or Pope John Paul II. He believed that Catholicism and human dignity are rooted in our rights and freedoms. 
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice. 
Prayer for the month: Heavenly Father, through your Son you asked us to love our enemies, and to serve those in need. Give me the courage to spread your loving word and act as my brother’s keeper in all ways. 
            Act: It’s easier than you think.

· Be part of interfaith opportunities and discussions that promote peaceful resolutions of differences. 

· Take the time to read ‘contact your representative’ communications that focus on promoting social justice and human dignity.

· Make a commitment to participate in one of the solidarity, justice or service activities OLPH does annually.

Thought from Father: 
As Christians, we say that every other person is my brother or my sister.  Solidarity invites us to once again ask ourselves: Do I mean it? Do I believe it? Do I live it? Do I act on it? In what way do I let there be exceptions? 
.
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme: Care for God’s Creation
September, 2021
Our monthly topics revolve around Education, Prayer and Action, each relating to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice (US Catholic Bishops). We hope to spur thought and spark your interest in learning or doing more.
What Does Care for God’s Creation Mean Exactly? 
We show respect for the Creator by our stewardship of His creation. This is a requirement of our faith. We are called to protect people and the planet, living our faith in relationship with all of God’s creation.
Scripture related to this theme
         Creation and all created things are inherently good because they are of the Lord. (1 Corinthians 10:26)
What does Our Lady do?
· Catholic Relief Services Rice Bowl Project during Lent for developing countries to help meet food, clean water and sanitation needs. 
· The annual planting and care for the gardens on the church grounds.
· Recycling of song sheets/office and parish materials produced as safety precautions 
· Donation of leftover food items to the Center of Hope and local food banks if possible. 

· Care for yards and homes during our annual Parish Service Day.
What Can I do?
Justice for the poor often goes hand in hand with care for God’s Creation as the poor often lack what we see as basic necessities. 
             Learn: 
· An estimated 4.5 billion people worldwide do not have access to plumbing or sanitation systems, contributing to pollution worldwide.
· Over half of the species listed as threatened or endangered (1,618) are in the US, often due to pollution, deforestation or noise and air pollution. 

· Hydro, wind and solar power are the 3 most utilized and efficient alternative energy sources in the world.

· 30% of annual landfill waste is plastic and paper/cardboard. Food waste makes up 24%. 
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice. 
Prayer for the month: Lord, grant us the wisdom to care for the earth and till it. Help us to act now for the good of future generations and all your creatures, founded on the covenant of your love. Amen
 Act: It’s easier than you think.

-Work to understand and promote responsible policy that both supports economic growth and is sensitive to the environment.
-Check out ways to reduce your carbon footprint at https://www.futurelearn.com 

-Change your annual donations to global clean water and sanitation focus. Most pollution occurs in developing countries. 
-Get the facts about what can and can’t be recycled at https://www.ecoscraps.com/blogs/sustainable-living/76411652-a-simple-list-of-what-can-and-cannot-be-recycled
 -Start a recycling program with just one of those items at home, work or school.

-Participate in Aurora’s recycling program.

-Compost yard waste and disregarded food items
Thought from Father: 
Our responsibilities in caring for creation include small things (e.g. properly recycling one item) to international policies and practices that can easily go beyond the work of one individual.  On every level, there is need for each of us to cooperate with and influence the others involved.  There is more that we can do.

Besides, the “what” of care for creation just mentioned.  Why does the Church call for these efforts? What is my motivation?
Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme: Rights and Responsibilities                                           October, 2021
Our monthly topics revolve around Education, Prayer and Action, each relating to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice (US Catholic Bishops). We hope to spur thought, and spark your interest in learning or doing more.
What Does Rights and Responsibilities Mean?
The Catholic tradition teaches that human dignity can be protected and a healthy community can be achieved only if human rights are protected and responsibilities are met. Therefore, every person has a fundamental right to life, as well as all those things required for human decency. Our responsibilities include those to one another, to our families, and to the larger society or the ‘common good’. 
Scripture that supports Rights and Responsibilities 
Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you. (Jeremiah 1:5)
What does Our Lady do?
· Our Youth Group attends the annual March for Life in Washington DC in January 

· We support Catholic Charities First Step Program, and hold a ‘Baby Bottle’ change collection that provides help to unwed mothers and newborns.

· The scripture, Jeremiah 1:5 is prominent on the monument next to the walkway of Our Lady. 

· OLPH has a Marriage and Family Life Representative to the Diocese of Youngstown.
· Our Lady celebrates Right to Life Month in October. The first Sunday is designated Respect Life Sunday

· Our parish supports many community agencies that reflect our fundamental beliefs, such as the Center of Hope, Safer Futures and local nursing homes. 
What can I do?


Learn:
· The Catechism of the Catholic Church teaches that human life is from the moment of conception to the moment of natural death, the family being the ‘basic cell of healthy society’ (Pope Francis).

· This theme is often mistaken as synonymous with Right to Life. 

· Rights and Responsibilities is about institutions working together for the common good (USCB) starting with the rights of the individual: the right to bodily integrity, safety, shelter, and care for basic needs (Pope John XXIII).

· There are over 16,000 children in foster care in Ohio whose parents are temporarily unable to care for their basic needs. 
Pray:
“God, give us the courage to protect every unborn life. For the child is God’s greatest gift for the family, for a nation and for the world.” St. Teresa of Calcutta (1979). Let us also pray for the fatherless, the elderly, the infirmed and abandoned in our society.
Act:
· Go to https://www.respectlife.org/ for ways you can help the Pro-Life movement.

· Learn about being a foster family, even for only a few weeks a year to support children unable to be cared for. Contact https://www.portagecounty-oh.gov/child-adult-protective-services
· Get involved by understanding legislative changes. Pro-life; USCCB Respect Life <prolife@usccb.org  or Healthy Planet-Healthy People https://thecatholicpetition.org

· Commit to volunteering for one community opportunity this year through OLPH to help the poor, homeless or marginalized. 
Thought from Father  
This theme is about creating a culture and a society where every human person is able to grow as a person. This means that the role of government is to help create that space, and we are called to demand that from our government. But, the principle of subsidiarity demands that we do not abnegate our direct responsibility to create a more human society. What some ways that we can ensure the exercise of rights and responsibilities for all?

