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Introduction of our NEW Program, Aug. 13, 2017 Bulletin 

UNDER CONSTRUCTION During the past few months there have been 

several staff changes in our religious education and youth ministry programs. 

We are grateful to Nancy Flanik for her years of service to Our Lady and to 

Cody Topp for his time as our Youth Minister. While I am appreciative of the 

contributions that these folks have offered to Our Lady, this is also an 

opportune time for us to step back and seriously evaluate our mission and 

direction in these areas. 

I want to offer a bit of research and reaffirm the values that are guiding our review.  

►Research shows that parents who send their children to religious education programs only but who 

do not themselves and their families practice their faith, attend church or participate in the faith 

community are raising “functional atheists.” Effectively, the parents have “dropped out” and have 

set the future pattern for their children. It is a myth to believe that attending a religious education 

program is doing some good for the child. It is actually doing serve harm because it creates a chasm 

and dysfunction between what is “taught” and what is “lived,” between what is “to be believed and 

experienced” and what is “to be exampled and lived out at home.” 

 

►Christian parents are the primary educators of their children and a in Christian home is the 

place where children receive the first instincts of faith. The home is the “domestic church,” a 

community of grace and prayer, a school of human virtues and of Christian charity. The role of 

parents to provide moral education and spiritual formation is primordial, essential and inalienable. 

Parents have the grave responsibility to create the environment for the growth in holiness and to 

nurture and form their children in the faith.  

 

►A practicing Catholic is a fully initiated member of the community who participates regularly within 

the Sunday Eucharist and participates as well in the prayer life (both public and private), the social 

action, the ministry and leadership, and the missionary concerns of the church. As well, he or she 

should not be at variance in the public forum vis-à-vis major doctrinal or moral teachings of the 

church.  

  

►Sunday Mass is the “source and summit” of a Christians life. Regular participation in the 

Eucharist within the local community, including within that a sensitivity to the liturgical rhythm of the 

church’s life. This component is so emphasized because, as Roman Catholics, we are a Eucharistic 

community, that is, our primary gathering is around the Eucharist.  

  

►As Christian stewards, we receive God's gifts gratefully, cultivate them responsibly, share 

them lovingly in justice with others, and return them with increase to the Lord. We are not 

passive beneficiaries but to cooperate with the redemptive mission of Jesus Christ through the 

mission of the Church. Catholics are to be sacrificial disciples giving of their money, time, prayer and 

service to the parish, charity and the universal Church.  



 ►As we move forward our focus will be on forming disciples: to nurture the seeds of faith, to 

become faithful witnesses to the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, living in the Spirit, and 

sharing the Good News.      

  

To mark this new direction, our PSR program will now be known as Faith Formation Program 

(FFP).  Margaret Ann “Mac” Clapp will become the Director of Faith Formation.  We welcome Suzy 

Harper as the Youth Faith Formation Coordinator, and as Coordinator of Young Adult Faith 

Formation, Annie Kubek joins the staff in a part-time position. Dora Gamez has already been hired as 

the program secretary. Profile and more details will be rolled out next week. 

 
 
 
Published in the August 20, 2017 Parish Bulletin 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish Faith Formation Program 

Dear Our Lady Family,  

PSR has a new name and new look.  We are now the Faith Formation Program or 

FFP. 

If you've been wondering why you haven't received your child's forms for this year 

it's because our new FFP has a whole different timeline, look and focus. Instead of "religiously educating" 

parish children our focus will be on FORMING DISCIPLES. This new focus has become a FAMILY AFFAIR. 

In a nutshell here is the new outline of our FFP program: 

General Informational Meeting for Parents: late August / early September 

Parents Faith Formation Opportunities: mid-October 

Family Hands-on Faith Formation Sessions: mid-November 

Continuing Faith Formation for Children beginning in January 2018 

Here are the particulars: 

General Informational Meeting   To explain our program and changes, parents are to attend one of the 

following sessions.  This will begin the registration process.  Please advise us in advance if child care is 

needed.  All session will be in the parish hall.  There is a limit of 40 persons per session and you can 

register by using Sign-Up Genius. Choose one session. 

Tuesday, August 29 at 7 p.m. or 

Wednesday, August 30 at 7 p.m. or 

Thursday, August 31 at 7 p.m. or 

Sunday, September 10 at 12:30 p.m. 

  

 
  



Parent Faith Formation Opportunities   Arising from the initial informational meetings, 3 (three) topics will 

be surfaced about areas that parents would like to know more about in order to better share their faith 

with their children and to mature in their own faith development. The same topic may be offered 

multiple times and parents are asked to choose one session. 

Thursday, October 5 at 7:00 p.m. or 

Sunday, October 15 at 12:30 p.m. or 

Monday, October 16 at 7:00 p.m.  

  

  

Family Hands-on Faith Formation Sessions   In this session parents and children together with experienced 

catechetical mentors will lead families in faith sharing activities.  During each session there will be age 

appropriate sessions (grades K-2, 3-5, and 6-8) to accommodate the different levels of development. At 

the end of this session formal registration will take place. 

Monday, November 6 at 7:00 p.m. or 

Saturday, November 11 at 10:30 a.m. or 

Sunday, November 12 at 12:30 p.m.  

  

Continuing Faith Formation for Children Grades K – 8   The first sessions of FFP will begin the weekend 

after New Year’s Day 2018  January 7 (Sunday), 8 (Monday) and 9 (Tuesday) and will conclude April 22, 

23 and 24.  Please note the new times: 

Sunday (grades 6, 7, 8) 9:00 a.m. - 1 0:45 a.m. 

Monday and Tuesday after school (grades K-5)  3:45 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. 

Monday evening (grades 6, 7, 8) 6:15 p.m. – 8:00 p.m.  

  

Continuing Faith Formation Family Program  Sessions begin after the 11:00 a.m. Mass on January 21,       
February 25, April 8 

Sacramental Preparation Sessions  

First Reconciliation  (2017) 

October 16 and 15 Diocesan Required Parent Meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

November 29  Retreat and Practice for Parents and Child at 6:30 p.m. 

December 6  Celebration of the Sacrament of     Reconciliation at 7:00 p.m.  

  

  



First Eucharist (2018) 

February 8 and 15  Diocesan Required Parent Meetings at 7:00 p.m. 

April 14  Jesus Day Retreat from 9:00 a.m. until 1:00 p.m.  

April 28  Family First Communion Mass at 4:30 p.m. 

April 29  Family First Communion Masses at 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 

April 29  Group First Communion Mass at 1:30 p.m. 

  

Confirmation (2018) 

September 24    Parent and Candidate Information Session 6:00 p.m. 

Sunday Sessions October, November, December, January and February TBD 

February 24       Spirit Day Retreat from 10:30 a.m. until 5:30 p.m.  

March 11           Celebration of the Sacrament of  Confirmation and Reception 2:00 p.m. 

  

 
 
 
 
Published in the August 27, 2017 Parish Bulletin 

The FFP FOCUS 
A TIPPING POINT   In the bulletins there has been an outlining of the 

format for our Faith Formation Program (FFP), formerly our Parish School 

of Religion (PSR).  

In short, our focus is on forming, developing, nurturing disciples of Jesus 

Christ as a family affair. Some folks have been asking: 

What brought about this change?   

Why the reorganization?   

What was so wrong about the way we were doing it? 
  

There are a number of behaviors, ideas and core values that have shaped our new direction. 
  

•Parents, at Baptism, take on the responsibility of training their child in the faith. This is a 

serious duty and primary task. 
  

•Christian homes are the places where the curriculum of love is to be learned and experienced. 
  

•Sadly, a significant number of families are not practicing their faith: worshipping on Sunday, 

being faith stewards and serving in love. 
  

•For many who just “drop off” their child for PSR, this time has become a child care service. 

Classroom behavior has become a problem, bad example is set (Johnny doesn’t go to church 

why should I?), learning has become disinterested and not supported. 
  



•A “cognitive dissonance” is created in the child where one 

thing is taught at school and then discarded at home in 

practice. Children learn to become “functional atheists” by 

this behavior. 

  

•Somehow First Eucharist and Confirmation have become 

terminal activities or religious graduation moments rather 

than stages on our life-long journey of maturing as 

disciples.  Too many have approached these sacraments 

and religious education as “this is all we have to do” or 

“finally, we’re done.”  Discipleship does not have an end 

point until we are in the embrace of our loving God. 

   

•In a secular, materialistic and entertainment culture, deliberate efforts must 

be made to sustain core values amid competing claims. 

  

   

•There is a Latin phrase, “nemo dat quod non habet,” which simply means” 

you cannot give what you don't have.” Is this not true with bringing up a child? 

Building a relationship with Jesus Christ? Sharing faith? 

  

 

 

Published in the August 5, 2017 Parish Bulletin 

5 Ways to Share the Faith with Your Kids 

In a recent blog Amanda Torres wrote about Keeping Kids Catholic: 

 As a Catholic parent, one of my main goals is to get my kids into heaven. And, because  I am Catholic I 

believe that the ordinary way for this to happen is to raise my kids in the faith. In a day and age where 

the “nones” (Americans who do not identify with a religious group) are on the incline and those professing a 

belief in any religion are on the decline, “keeping my kids Catholic” is probably a concern of every Catholic 

parent. 

HOWEVER, those little souls that God has entrusted to us, God also gave them their own free will to choose to 

love Him on their own. So, ultimately, there is no sure-fire formula for keeping our kids Catholic. They have to 

choose Him on their own. But, what we can do is share our faith with them, give them solid formation, and help 

them to develop a love for God and an understanding of His plan. 

 

Here are 5 ways to share the faith with your kids in hopes that they will 

grow up to love and follow God, too. 

  



The Sacraments …They effect grace, they are how we cooperate with grace, … As parents, it is our duty to 

have our children baptized as soon as possible after their birth. … However, it is not enough to have our kids 

receive the Sacraments. It is absolutely vital that they see us receive the 

Sacraments, too. And do so with reverence, vigor, and great joy. You can 

and should teach your children the importance of the Sacraments. And, 

you can and should take them down to Church to receive them. But, if 

you aren’t showing them that especially the Eucharist and Reconciliations 

are the cornerstones of your own lives, you are doing an injustice. 

 

  

Teach Them to Pray … simple and rote: Sign of the Cross, Our Father,   Haily Mary, Glory Be, Prayers Before 

Meals. By elementary school we have moved on to Guardian Angel Prayer, Act of 

Contrition, The Rosary, …. Prayer, most simply, is a conversation with God. You can’t 

very well love and be in relationship with someone that you don’t talk to. How do 

you teach babies to talk? By repetition until they have a basic understanding of the 

language. We also encourage our 8-year-old to just talk to God throughout the 

day and to include in his prayers special intentions for others. And, just as with the 

Sacraments, our kids have to see us making prayer part of our regular lives: taking 

precedence, and being something we do in loving joy and not just obligation 

Introduce them to the Communion of Saints The Communion of Saints is a beautiful 

component of our Faith and a loving gift from our God. We have many saints books for children of all ages. We 

talk about saints on their feast days and add them to our nightly litanies. 

When I am feeling especially put-together and ambitious, we even 

celebrate feast days of saints we have devotion to with 

themed meals or deserts and very occasionally a 

special activity. The saints are examples to us of how 

to live holy lives in all sorts of circumstances. And they 

remind us that there is a whole team of people 

rallying for us in heaven. 

  

 

Live the Liturgical Year I love that the Church has seasons and a flow to the year. I love the order and the 

predictability of it. In a world of chaos the days, weeks, months, and years tick by and the Church gives us 

constant in the midst of change. There are many ways to observe the liturgical year, and my style borrows 

heavily from traditions of friends and family as well as ideas I have seen on the 

internet. …We started out by attending Mass on Sundays and Holy Days of 

Obligation, observing the liturgical seasons … in  traditional ways and making sure 

to have dessert and say special prayers on our Name Days and Baptism Days…. 

we celebrate Solemnities, Marian Feast Days, and the feast days of saints we 

have devotion … I call my liturgical celebrations “Lazy Liturgical Living” … So my 

go-to formula is to make a dish or dessert that I can tie to the saint and liturgical 

celebration in some way, (or just go with ice cream if all else fails), read about the 

saint’s life or the season or reason we are celebrating, and add the saint to our 

bedtime litany. Easy peasy. 

  



Pray FOR Them Teach them? Yes. In word and in deed. But, above all, 

entrust them to our Lord. Pray for them unceasingly as Saint Monica 

prayed for Saint Augustine. But, as I said at the beginning, your kids are 

all their own people, with their own free will. And, like it or not, they will 

exercise that will on matters from the trivial to the eternal. But, just as our 

Father gives us the will to choose, so we must let go of our own children 

and give them back over to the Father. Give them the foundation and 

the formation to know the faith, and to love our God. And, let them 

freely choose Him with their whole hearts. But, never stop praying for 

them. 

Amanda Torres    http://catholicmom.com/2017/07/24/5-ways-share-faith-kids/  

   

 

AVAILABLE EVERY WEEK AT EVERY MASS 

Pick up PEW PAGES for your kids in the kiosk  

This part helps your kids “learn” the parts of the Mass but also 

keeps them focused and to know “how much longer until we go”  

http://catholicmom.com/2017/07/24/5-ways-share-faith-kids/

