Our Lady Discussion on Justice 

Theme 1: Dignity of Work and the Rights of Workers
February, 2021
As you may have read in our introduction last month, each month you will receive Information on 3 ways to engage in justice: Education, Prayer and Action, related to one of the 7 Themes of Catholic Social Teaching on Justice. We hope to spur thought and questions, spark your interest in learning or doing more, and offer a forum for discussion. 
What Does Dignity of Work and Rights of Workers Mean Exactly? 
As Catholics we believe that the economy must serve people, not the other way around. All people should have the right to productive work, fair wages, the right to private property and access to economic initiative. Work is a form of participation in God’s Creation.

All economic life should be shaped, as all things, by moral principles. In a free market, workers, owners, managers, stockholders and consumers are moral agents in economic life. By our choices, initiative, creativity and investment, we enhance or diminish economic opportunity, community life and social justice (USCCB).
Scripture related to this theme
 Seek the welfare of the city, for in its welfare you will find your welfare (Jeremiah 29:4-7)
What does Our Lady do?
Our Lady acts on this theme through our Equal Exchange program and product sales. You may have seen our tent at the Kettle corn sales or at mass on select Sundays. 

We sell these products as part of the global Fair Trade movement, helping people in impoverished parts of the world benefit from the world economy.
What is Fair Trade? 
Fair Trade is a movement started in 1949 by Catholic Relief Services, that empowers small scale farmers and artisans in impoverished and volatile areas across the globe to support themselves and their communities. 

Since its inception, Fair Trade has grown to a network of over 8000 artisans in 25 countries, selling over 30 million products worldwide. 

When you buy Fair Trade items you can be assured that they are produced without child labor, with respect to the environment, and in safe working conditions.  

The purchase of these products guarantees continued access to global markets to those most in need, resulting in sustained employment and income for those with no other access to such opportunity. 

In doing so we support our value on the rights and dignity of work by offering the least among us a chance to provide for their families, support their communities and participate in a God given purpose. 
What Can I do?
It’s easier than you think. Many hands working in small ways is how change happens. 
Pray: Praying for justice is not only a solo experience—pray at your family table, post your thoughts and prayers on social media, or join a vigil or prayer chain for justice. 
                              Prayer for the week: Lord, we pray that you surround them, the shadow of your protection guard them and their families from all harm as they work. Give to them assurance of income and provide for them all the resources, strength, and support that they need. Gracious God, you bless all of us in so many different ways. Amen. 
            Act: It’s easier than you think.

· Buy Equal Exchange at church on Equal Exchange Sunday’s, order electronically https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/17ZuGw69CjmErr5t8O3zHSi19TEds5q_qht37vXN0_xg/edit#gid=393774981   
· Buy from the Fair Trade website or catalog. Handmade products make amazing gifts. Visit Serrv.org.

· Frequent the following merchants who are committed to Fair Trade practices: Fair Trade on Main (Hudson), Honest T, Ben and Jerry’s, Patagonia, New Belgium Brewing. 
· Look for the Fair Trade logo at Heinen’s, Aldi, Sam’s Club, Target, or where you shop.   
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· This about how Fair Trade can become part of your business or community group. Can you become a vendor; volunteer to help with product design, or create a new market for Fair Trade items? 

· Get the word out: Share the catalog and talk about where the products come from when you give them as gifts. 

             Learn          A) About Far Trade –visit Serrv.org (history and product sales), https://www.fairtradeamerica.org or https://bcorporation.net (for businesses).

                                  B) About other ways to support the Dignity and Rights of Workers. The USCCB offers other information and ways to get involved. Visit https://www.usccb.org/beliefs-and-teachings/what-we-believe/catholic-social-teaching/the-dignity-of-work-and-the-rights-of-workers
Question to think about from Father: Historically, Catholic Social Teaching has been at the head of the discussions of the rights of workers. Perhaps one of the biggest questions today is respecting the rights of workers who do not work a five day, 40-hour a week job. 

