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Immaculate Conception School
 223 South 14th Street

Fort Smith, AR 72901

A Commitment to Christ … A Commitment to Excellence

Directives for Morning Drop-off Afternoon Pick-up of Students
Option A: Parking
Morning and Afternoon Drop-off are the same procedure.

1. Vehicles may park in one of the areas marked by a “О.”  See map on opposite side.  
2. Crossing guards and an adult supervisor are at the crosswalks and will assist you and/or the students cross the street.  
3. Parent and children are only allowed to cross at designated crosswalks when the crossing flags are extended into the street and the adult on duty indicates that it is okay to proceed.

Option B: Pick-up and Drop-off Line
Afternoon Pick-up

1. Proceed west along So. “B” Street after moving through the intersection at So. “B” and Lexington.  Please do not enter the pick up line by turning off Lexington from the south side of the intersection.  This causes non school traffic to be blocked.
2. Please pull to the curb along the playground and school as closely as possible as you enter the pick-up/drop-off line. Our school traffic must not impede regular traffic movement on So. “B” Street and vehicles cannot be in the regular traffic lane.  

3. Vehicles will be signaled when it is time to move and all should follow the one in front of them.
4. Turn right at the intersection and proceed north on So. 14th as indicated by the traffic director.  Please do not “swing” into the regular lane of traffic when turning! 

5. Drive to the “stop” sign at So. “A” if you are the first vehicle in the pick-up line. Other vehicles are not to stop until they are directly behind the one in front of them.  

6. Your child’s name will be announced by the traffic director and they will walk down the sidewalk until they reach your vehicle.  

7. Faculty and staff supervise and assist as the children enter the vehicles from the sidewalk.  Parents may not leave their vehicle.

8. Remain in the pick-up line and only begin to move when the vehicle in front of you proceeds.  DO NOT move around the vehicles in front of you!

9. If your child does not arrive at your vehicle by the time the vehicle in front of you begins to move, then staff on sidewalk duty will notify the traffic director and ask you to turn the corner at So. “A” and wait or ask you to circle the block.

Morning Drop-off Line 7:30- 8:00 am
1. Same as Afternoon-pick up, steps 1- 4.

2. Drive as far as the vehicles in front of you permit until you reach the driveway between the school and the Rectory. 
3. Children should only exit the vehicles near the sidewalk.

4. Proceed as in #8 of Afternoon Pick-up.

5. Vehicles may not park on So. 14th street before school.  

(Over please)
Remember the following:

1. No vehicle, attended or unattended, may park in a RED zone, block an intersection, block a driveway, or park within the legal distance required of an intersection or stop sign.  The Fort Smith Police do monitor and do give tickets for violations of traffic laws.

2. Do not park behind the school vans.

3. Children may not enter cars on So. “B” Street.

4. Children may not enter cars that stop in regular traffic lanes.

5. DO NOT make left-hand turns from So. “B” northbound onto So. 14th Street, or from So. 14th Street eastbound onto So. “B” Street.

6. It is very helpful for new families to have a sign in the front window with their child’s name for the first several weeks of school.

7. Pass this information to others who will pick up your child.

8. Always use turn signals.

9. In the case of inclement weather, the same procedure is used but the children remain inside.

10. Be patient!  This procedure takes several weeks to begin to run smoothly.  It works well and the children are safe as long as everyone is patient and follows the directions above.
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Red line with arrows indicates pick-up and drop-off line

Immaculate Conception School

223 South 14th Street

Fort Smith, AR 72901 
Saturday, August 11, 2012
Dear Parents, 

I am sending you some procedures for dropping off your children in the morning and picking them up in the afternoon.  Most of them are the same as last year but a few are different.  I have enclosed directions and hope that they are clear.
One problem area that many of you have spoken to me about is dropping off children in the morning.  I don’t think this becomes difficult until about 7:50 a.m. but if I am going to put in some new procedures I am going to do it for all.  I know that last year there were a few fender benders on So. “B” Street when parents re-entered the traffic lane after their children left the car.  I also received complaints from citizens traveling So. “B” to Towson.  

A couple of years ago, I asked the Fort Smith Police Department to observe our traffic patterns in the morning and give me some suggestions.  But I have never put them into place.  Now I am.  Basically, we will use the same procedures both morning and afternoon.  You may park your cars at the same places that you do in the afternoon and allow the children to cross at the crosswalks.  Or you may use the drop-off line.  That means that vehicles dropping off children in the morning must turn right at the intersection of So. “B” and So. 14th Streets before allowing children to exit the vehicles.  Everyone will be turning at that corner.  It also means there will be no parking on the school side of So. 14th from 7:40- 8:00 a.m. just as there is no parking there during dismissal time.  I will be on duty for the first several days to help this go smoothly.  Be aware that the first day is the most hectic since so many parents walk their children to their classroom.  Parking will be a problem on that day.  Some of you might complain that this is an inconvenience but it really shouldn’t be one.  We are going to give it a try and see.
Pay careful attention to #5 under “Remember the following:”  This is not new but I have never enforced it.  I am going to discourage any left hand turns at this intersection.  I can tell you from afternoon duty that these are very difficult to direct and make me anxious because of the need to pay attention to so many different areas.

Thank you for your cooperation.  You know that I am only concerned about safety of all involved.  I certainly don’t want to spend more time in the street!

Sharon Blentlinger

Principal
