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Updates and announcements 
Dear Parishioners, Alumni, 

Benefactors, and Friends,
Our last Newsletter went out right 

before the pandemic, and so much 
has happened since. The Gala, of 
course, was postponed; Church 
services were suspended and then 
resumed; the school year concluded 
virtually, and has resumed with both 
in-person and virtual education. 

And, as many of you know, Sr. Dianne ended her service 
here after 30 years.

While Sr. Dianne is simply irreplaceable, we have hired 
a new Director of Development and Fundraising to carry 
on some of Sister’s work, a wonderful man and faithful 
Catholic by the name of Cyril Kleem, whose biography is 
included in this newsletter. Cyril will focus on maintaining 
relationships with our wonderful Alumni, oversee our 
fundraising events like our Gala, Clambake, Golf and 
Outing, marketing the Parish and School, and helping 
to develop a strategic goal for the difficult years ahead. 
Please pray for Cyril and his family.

I’m also happy to announce that we are beginning 
a weekly celebration of the Extraordinary Form (the 
traditional Latin mass) every Monday evening at 5:30pm. 
Parish Council has recommended to me this new addition 
to the liturgical schedule as a way of welcoming the 
growing number of Catholic families in our area devoted 
to this form of the Mass. Our normal weekend schedule 
remains 5pm on Saturdays, 9am and 11am on Sundays. 
Social distancing, including the wearing of masks, will 
continue until we can safely be dispensed from these 
protocols. For Christmas Eve this year, we will be adding a 
9pm mass (in addition to the 5pm and midnight mass), in 
order to safely accommodate the large number of people 
returning to St. Ignatius for the holidays. 

I’d like to thank all of you for your continued support of 
the parish—for your special donations and continued use 
of the offertory envelope and Online-Giving. Signing-up 
for Online Giving is an easy way to support the parishes 
ministry on a one-time or regular basis.  My door is always 
open to discuss how you can utilize your time, talent, and 
treasure in service to St. Ignatius of Antioch parish.

I hope you will join us on the Feast of St. Ignatius, 
October 17 at 6pm, for a Clambake feast, live 
entertainment from local Irish/Celtic group The New 
Barlycorn, and fellowship with old friends. Call the office 
to reserve your tickets, which are limited due to social 
distancing.

My prayers are with you always,
Fr. Kevin Estabrook, Pastor

Dear Parishioners and Alumni, 
after prayerful reflection and con-
sultation with my religious superi-
or with the Sisters of Notre Dame, 
Chardon, Ohio I have submitted my 
resignation as Pastoral Associate of 
Saint Ignatius of Antioch Parish. Af-
ter almost 30 years of service to this 
beloved west side catholic and civic 
community having worked with the 
priests, teachers, civic leaders and 
staff members to minister to the 
people of God I have submitted my 
letter of intention to Father Kevin 
Estabrook effective 1 July 2020. 

It has been a privilege and a bless-
ing to have served for these many 
years. I believe I have received more 

Parting words from Sr. Dianne
than I was ever able to give be it in 
the liturgy, religious education, wel-
coming catechumens on their jour-
ney of faith or simply helping wom-
en, men and children in times of joy 
and sorrow at weddings, wakes and 
funerals. 

Being a sister to so many has 
given me the privilege of knowing 
many families and friends who have 
enriched my life. May the Lord con-
tinue to bless us and keep us now 
and always in the future.

Sincerely,

Dianne Piunno, SND
+ 30 June 2020

Sister Dianne Piunno during her 50 year Jubilee celebration in 2015.

Feast of St. Ignatius of Antioch Clambake
Saturday, October 17, 2020

Doors will open at 5:45 pm - Dinner served at 6:30 pm

SAVE THE DATE
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ALUMNI NEWS
LARRY STRAKA ‘68

Dear fellow alumni 
of St. Ignatius of An-
tioch grade school. 
We need your help 
to continue on our 
mission of ensuring 
the continuation of 

our Alma Mater. Our guiding light, Sister 
Dianne, has left us after thirty years. It was 
her foresight along with others which led 
to the founding of our alumni association, 
a true rarity in grade schools. Sister recog-
nized the potential of such a large group 
of individuals all with the same goal. The 
needs of the parish and the school could 
not be sustained by the parishioners alone. 

In order to continue the mission Sis-

ter and the other founders envisioned 
we need help from some of the younger 
alumni. Individuals from classes of the 
70s, 80 and 90s are needed to ensure a 
healthy future for our association. Our 
new administrator, Cyril Kleem, has in-
cluded the success of our alumni associ-
ation in his goals for his job. Let’s show 
Cyril why our group has gained the rep-
utation as being one of rocks our parish 
continues to depend on. 

In conclusion I would like to appeal to 
all of you to consider giving back to your 
grade school. Help us to continue to pro-
vide a great education to the children 
our beacon of light shines upon. Please 
contact me or Cyril with any questions or 
suggestions. A message can be left on the 
parish phone or website.

New generations of alumni needed

David Bell, Jr.

Damari Bejamin

Logan Cano

Kadence Clayton

Valentina Colton

JaMier Hopkins

Matthew Johancen

Anna Kloock

Linsy Lopez

Emani Myers

Jovanni Nieves

Tisbeth Pena

Lucille Perea

Phylicia Pham

Sabrina Pham

Rani Rambarran

Keleyon Ravenel

Matthew Robinson

Antonio Rodriguez, Jr.

Yasmeen Seder

Sasha-Katyln Seetalall

Alexander Suarez

Kimora Swindle

Prince Uzukwu

Naomi Winston

Javari Scptt

Congratulations to 
the Class of 2020

Welcome St. Ignatius
new parishioners

Kelly Dreamer
Mr. Christopher Heiny

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Hildebrandt
Miss Alicia B. Horning Brewer

Mr. Robert Jackson
Mr. Jeff Labanc

Ms. Shannon Sullivan
Miss Maggey Urban

Miss Sara Vacha

2020 - how things have changed
LARRY STRAKA ‘68

The year 2020 will be remembered for 
many things. For some of us it will be a 
time of lost employment, lost learning, 
lost income and most importantly great 
personal loss with lost relatives and loved 
ones. Our faith must sustain us at times like 
this. 

It has been six months since the last 
newsletter. We were looking forward to 
the annual Gala honoring longtime pa-
rishioner and volunteer Irene Szczepan-
iak. Lent had just begun leading us to the 
joyful celebration of Easter. Our school-
children were approaching the end of 
another school year full of hope for the 
future. 

Suddenly everything stopped. A once 
in a century pandemic was upon us. Six 
months later we still struggle to contain 
the menacing virus. Our lives have been 
drastically changed. Masks are a way of 
life now. Social distancing is now the norm 
and handwashing is finally being empha-
sized as it always should have. Zoom is the 
way we have meetings and students used 
online learning to complete classes. 

Our mission at St. Ignatius of Antioch 
remains the same. We have returned to 

our pre pandemic schedule of weekend 
Masses. Our daily Mass is now celebrated 
at nine o’clock instead of eight. Father has 
also added an Extraordinary Form of the 
Mass at five thirty Monday evenings. Our 
school has reopened with in class learning. 
RCIA has resumed. The need for our SVDP 
society has continued to increase and the 
volunteers are very grateful for your con-
tinued support. 

Our Gala 2020 had to be cancelled due 
to events beyond our control. Our venue 
was forced to close due to the pandemic. 
We will be back for spring 2021! Our hon-
oree will be rewarded for her gracious pa-
tience in waiting longer than any previous 
winner for her award! 

As we prepare for the future our lives 
have all been touched by the departure of 
Sister Dianne. How blessed we have been 
by her presence for thirty years. Her love of 
our parish extended well beyond the walls 
of our beautiful church. She ministered to 
so many of us at the most important mo-
ments of life. From the cradle to the grave 
she gave everyone a little piece of her 
heart. We all wish Sister the best in her fu-
ture endeavors. The word retirement does 
not sound like something she would do! 
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JOHN COYNE ‘54
Dear Alumni of the St. Ignatius of Antioch 

Class of 1954, Pat Sweeney was buried last 
week. His death on September 7th came 
just a week after Brent Larkin published a 
column in The Plain Dealer praising Pat for 
his many contributions in helping boost 
Cleveland’s stature as a comeback city 
years after the city lost many of its manu-
facturing companies and employers. 

What’s interesting about this informa-
tion is that Pat got his start in our neigh-
borhood - growing up on West 100th 
Street while attending St. Ignatius of An-
tioch grade school. 

He graduated with us in 1954 and went 
on to St. Ignatius High School. He spent 
four years in the Air Force and by age 
28, successfully ran for a seat in the Ohio 
House of Representatives. And as Brent 
Larkin points out, Pat became the Demo-
cratic minority leader of the Ohio House 
after serving as chairman of the House Fi-
nance and Appropriations Committee.

Pat Sweeney not only did a lot for Cleve-
land and Ohio; he was gracious in giving 
his time and talent to St. Ignatius of An-
tioch parish. You may remember him as a 
leader in organizing our 60th anniversary 
class reunion at Edgewater Yacht Club in 

2014 and raising money for St. Ignatius 
Church.

Pat will no longer be able to raise mon-
ey for St. Ignatius. But at the request of his 
family, donations are being requested for 
St. Joseph Academy, or if you wish, St. Ig-
natius of Antioch school. Because of the 
pandemic, this year has been a challenge 
for both St. Joseph’s and St. Ignatius. If it 
is possible, please consider a contribution 
with a notation that it is in memory of Pat 
Sweeney from the 1954 graduating class. 
Your help will be greatly appreciated.  

Stay healthy and may God’s presence re-
main with you always.

Featuring
Bruno’s Ristorante

McIntyre Center • 10205 Lorain Avenue • Cleveland, Ohio 44111

Traditional clambake dinner 
or a steak dinner (everything but clams)
both with all the trimmings
Either dinner  $38 per person
$12 for an extra dozen clams
Beer, Wine & Soda will be available for purchase
No outside beverages permitted
Coffee and dessert will be provided

Tickets are available
at the Parish Office
Phone 216-251-0300
or Pay online at 

sioa.weconnect.com
(Clink on link for Clambake Tickets)

Cash ~ Credit card ~ Check

ADVANCE SALES ONLY

Deadline is October 9, 2020

Feast of St. Ignatius of Antioch

Clambake
Saturday, October 17, 2020
Doors will open at 5:45 pm
Dinner served at 6:30 pm

LIVE Music by

State Representative Pat Sweeny will be missed
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TONY GREGO – Chair, Finance Council
Dear Parishioners and Friends, the Dioc-

esan Finance Office has received and ap-
proved our Annual Financial Report for the 
fiscal year ending June 30, 2020. It was cer-
tainly a year of challenge, but also a year of 
hope.  Below is a summary of our finances 
for both the School and Church.  

Church: Revenues for the Church were 
approximately $600,000 while expenses 
were approximately $570,000 for a net 
surplus of approximately $30,000. The 
Pandemic caused uncertainties with our fi-
nances, but we are so grateful of the sacri-
fices made by our parish family in support 
of the church and its important mission. 
When you consider how everyone has 
been adversely affected by the pandemic 
since early March, that surplus is a tribute 
to each one’s contribution of time, talent 
and treasure.

School: Revenues for the School were 

2020 Finance Update, year of challenge and hope

We need your help 
to find alumni

Because our graduates are so import-
ant to us we are always trying to find 
those that we have not been able to 
locate.  We are asking for your help in 
trying to find these graduates.  If you 
have any information on the graduates 
listed below, please contact the parish 
at 216-251-0300 or e-mail stignatius-
parish@aol.com.  If you have any infor-
mation regarding a graduate, please let 
us know so that we can update our re-
cords.  Thank you for your co-operation.

Ralph Loudermilk ‘64
Pamela Tvrdy ‘64
Roseann Boler ‘59

John Hough ‘67
Agnes Buzas ‘64

Evelyn Kubiak ‘57
Mary Glaab ‘76
John Fallon ‘60

Lynn Kostalnick ‘59
Antonio Krase ‘63

approximately $1.36 million while expens-
es were approximately $1.49 million or a 
net deficit of approximately $130,000. As 
you may know, almost all of our student 
families partake and qualify for the Cleve-
land Scholarship and Tutoring Program. 
Proceeds from that program and other 
government assistance, account for most 
of the total school revenues. On a per 
student basis, educational costs average 
$5,800 while receipts averaged $5,300. 
The $500 shortfall accounts for the deficit 
of $130,000. Several steps have been im-
plemented for this school year (fiscal 2020-
2021) to deal with the shortfall including 
restructuring of staffing requirements. Our 
school has an enrollment of approximately 
250 students this school year.  On a teach-
er to student ratio, the numbers are very 
positive at 1:18.  

Going forward we certainly have finan-
cial concerns for fiscal 2020-2021. The bud-

get is very ambitious with expectations for 
Offertory, donations and fund-raisers. No 
one knows for sure how the pandemic 
may adversely impact our revenues going 
forward. We are also monitoring capital 
projects that will need to be dealt with.  To 
help deal with our financial needs, a Devel-
opment Director, having expertise in this 
area, was brought on board in September. 

We are a viable parish and ask that each 
of us review our commitment to keep Saint 
Ignatius of Antioch a Church of Faith in the 
City. We continue to be an anchor for our 
neighborhood and surround communi-
ties. With a strong resolve, and a commit-
ment of never wavering in times of uncer-
tainty, we will continue to be a beacon of 
hope to all we serve.

Questions and concerns are welcome. We 
ask that they be put in writing and forward-
ed to the parish office so we can address 
them in an orderly and timely manner.

Cyril Kleem is 
married to Melissa, 
and the father of 
two daughters, So-
fia and Alondra. His 
family is expecting 
another child in ear-
ly 2021. Melissa and 
Cyril are licensed 
foster parents and 
advocates for foster 

care reform.
Cyril is serving his fourth term as the May-

or of Berea; he’s Berea’s longest-serving 
Mayor. He holds a B.A. and M.A. in Political 
Science, an M.A. in Urban Development 
and Planning, and an M.A. in Catholic The-
ology. Cyril also has a Certificate of Catholic 
Catechesis. Additionally, he works as a part-
time Facilitator for the Cleveland Diocese’s 

Meet the new Director of Development
Digital Academy.

Before serving as Mayor, Cyril was 
the founder and executive director of a 
community development corporation. 
He planned community events, fund-
raised, wrote grants, engaged in com-
munity planning, and administered 
programs for low-income families and 
economic development. He was one 
of the Cuyahoga County Land Bank’s 
original board members and served on 
the Boards for the Cuyahoga County 
Planning Commission and Solid Waste 
District. Cyril has experience with a va-
riety of non-profit boards in develop-
ment and marketing. He was elected to 
the Berea High School Distinguished 
Alumni Hall of Fame in 2019.

Cyril is a life-long Catholic, a Cleveland 
sports fan, and an accomplished artist.
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JASON R. LEWIS
Director of Music 

Dear St. Ignatius 
of Antioch Alumni 
Association, the sea-
sons are changing.  
As we conclude the 
days of summer, we 
enter the time peri-

od of fall-harvest, cooler weather, and 
looking ahead to the winter days.  The 
seasons in the life of our parish also con-
tinue to change as we navigate our way 
through the COVID-19 pandemic.  Usu-
ally at the end of September our parish 
choir, handbell choir, and schola would 
begin weekly rehearsals in preparation 
for Sunday liturgy and the many special 
liturgies for Holy Days and events that 
follow, not to mention the seasons of 
Advent and Christmastide.  Due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, our music ministry 
program will look and feel different this 
year.  For how long?  We do not know.  
However, we trust in God’s infinite love, 
mercy, compassion and justice to guide 
us through these unprecedented times.

As is tradition as St. Ignatius of Antioch, 
the last week of September usually comes 
with the announcement of our annual 
concert series.  The pandemic has caused 
us to make major changes to the concert 
series this year for the health, safety and 
wellness of our parishioners and those 
in the community who participate in our 
concert series.  The concert series this year 
has been shifted in a “virtual series” that 
you will be able to watch from the comfort 
of your own home!  There is one event in 
the concert series – in December – that we 
hope we will be able to have in-person, 
but that remains to be seen at this time.  A 
few of our cantors, along with our violinist, 
Claude David, have been working hard to 
provide these virtual experiences, includ-
ing the monthly Taize services that have 
been live-streamed.  

As we move through this new academic 
and program year, let us pray for one an-
other and for those most affected by the 
coronavirus.  While we have had to make 

changes due to the pandemic, our inner 
voices and inner song can never be sti-
fled.  I hope you will join us for our virtual 
concert series this year!  As always, I am 
grateful for your continued support of our 
music program at St. Ignatius of Antioch.  

From the Desk of the Music Director

St. Ignatius of Antioch 2020-2021
Virtual Concert Series

Sunday, October 18, 2020 – 7:00 PM
Castle of the Soul – Songs of Contemplation and Consolation

Music compositions by liturgical composers Tony Alonso, Chris de Silva and 
Liam Lawton

Sunday, November 15, 2020 – 7:00 PM
Remembering Our Beloved – A Taize Memorial Service  

for those who have died from COVID-19
This liturgical service will focus on the intentions of the Taize community 

from around the world as we stand in solidarity with one another from around 
the globe to remember those who have perished from the pandemic.

Sunday, December 13, 2020 – 7:00 PM
God Comes Tomorrow – Advent Lessons and Carols

***It is our hope that this event be in-person.  
Stay tuned to the bulletin, parish website and Facebook as the event draws near.***

Sunday, January 3, 2021 – 7:00 PM
The Epiphany of the Lord

And Heaven and Nature Sing – The Sounds of Christmastide
Music compositions by Tony Alonso

Liturgical music series events on Sunday, October 18th and Sunday, January 3rd are 
courtesy of the prepared virtual concert series music provided by GIA Publications, 
Inc.  We thank GIA for their continued support of allowing free streaming rights for 

parishes for these virtual concerts during the COVID-19 pandemic

St. Ignatius continues to provide the high-
est quality of liturgical music – even during 
these unprecedented times.  We pray and 
long for the day when we can return to full 
voice and song in our historic parish.  

In Christ, our hope.



Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening Vigil:

5:00 PM

Sunday:
9:00 AM & 11:00 AM

Monday, Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Friday:

8:00 AM

Holy Days:
As announced

visit our website
www.sioa.weconnect.com

We honor the memory of these Saint Ignatius of Antioch Alumni

Patrick Metro ‘50
Grace Metro ‘59
Neil Raleigh ‘45
Rep. Patrick Sweeney ‘54
Anne Reidy Sweeney ’40
Mary Ellen Colbert ’52
Richard Benedict ’59
Kathleen Baldrey Mathe ’60
John W. Sheridan ’43
Betty Jane Walchli Donoughe ’37
Carlotta Pesek Metter ’51
Albert Knill ‘49
Neil Jenks ‘62
Dennis Giersz ‘62
Rose Ann Donley Jennings ‘58
Charles Kermes ‘66

James Pierse ‘57
Margaret Aigner Stefka ‘52
Raphael Zanyi ‘57
Dorothy Ferko Cummins ‘48
Kenneth Aigner ‘49
Robert Nemec ‘49
James Jenks ‘61
Terrance Jarus ‘68
Robert Gibbons ‘44
Rev. Norbert Burns ‘38
Marilyn Burns ‘43
Stephen Simonik ‘49
Thomas McDonnell ‘50
James Monahan ‘45
Patrick Moran ‘91


