
 

The Good Shepherd 

1. Tell your child(ren):  

a. Jesus is always inviting us to come to know him better. When Jesus was living on earth 

and walking around Israel, some of the people listened to him carefully and watched 

him very closely.  He was so different than anyone they had ever known. Even though 

they knew his name, they knew who is mother was, they knew what town he lived in, 

they still would ask, “Who are you?” One time he answered them by saying, “I am the 

Good Shepherd. I know my sheep and my sheep know me.” 

b. Hmmm…do you know what a shepherd is… (someone who takes care of sheep) 

c. What does he do to take care of sheep…(brings them to water and food, protects them, spends 

time with them, leads them to safe places, guides them, etc.) 

d. Jesus is a very special shepherd. I wonder what makes him so good. Let’s listen as I read 

and then we can talk about Jesus, the Good Shepherd. 

 

2. Read the Scripture from John below: 

a. The sheep hear the voice of the Good Shepherd. He calls his own sheep by name and 

leads them out. When he has brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and 

the sheep follow him because they know his voice. But they will never follow stranger; 

they will run away from him because they do not recognize the stranger’s voice. I came 

that they may have life and have it abundantly. I am the Good Shepherd; the Good 

Shepherd lays down his life for his sheep. I am the Good Shepherd; I know my sheep 

and my sheep know me. Just as the Father knows me and I know the Father, I lay down 

my life for the sheep. I have other sheep that are not of this sheepfold. I must bring 

them also. They too will listen to my voice, and there shall be one flock and one 

shepherd… 
 

3. Reflection: Ask the following. When you start with “I wonder”, give your child time to answer if they want. 

a. Who did Jesus say he was? I am the Good Shepherd. 

b. What makes him so “good”? Cares for them…Etc. 

c. How does the Good Shepherd call his sheep? By name. 

d. Do you think he knows all their names?  

e. Who knows your name? Mom, dad, etc., people who care about you. 

f. How do you feel when someone calls you by name? Special, happy, etc. 

g. What do the sheep do when he calls them? They follow Him. 

h. Would they follow a stranger? No, they do not recognize a stranger’s voice. 



 

 

i. I wonder where he takes them and leads them…. 

j. Do you think when he feeds his sheep, he gives them good food? Not dry brown grass? 
The best grass he can find. 

k. What about when the sheep are thirsty? Would he find a muddy pool or clean water? 

He would find the best drink. 

l. He is a good shepherd giving the sheep his time, attention, and love. He must really 

love his sheep to take such good care of them.  

m. I wonder, do you think his sheep love him too? 

n. I wonder what it would feel like to be a sheep of the Good Shepherd.  

o. I wonder… when he calls their names, what names he calls.  

p. What could we say to Jesus who has given us such a beautiful way to think of him as a 

Good Shepherd? 

 


