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      October 9, 2020 

 

Saint Michael Catholic Church 

11300 Frankfort Parkway, NE 

Saint Michael, MN  55376 

 

Dear Parishioners of St. Michael, 

  

I am writing to you to discuss a difficult pastoral situation that first arose this past 

winter. One of your fellow parishioners, a survivor of clergy sexual abuse, had told her story 

publicly in 2019. Click here for the Catholic Spirit story. 

 

In February of 2020, Father Peter Richards, while still pastor at Saint Michael, posted a 

link to this article on the Saint Michael Catholic Church Facebook page. After hearing a 

concern, Father Richards removed the link from the parish Facebook site. Upon further 

reflection, and after considering a variety of viewpoints, he decided to repost the article. He 

communicated that decision to the survivor and began to develop a plan that included some 

educational events to address the important issues raised by the situation. It was at this point that 

I, having a need for a pastor in Mound, transferred Father Richards. He has indicated to me that 

he regrets that he did not complete the educational plan and repost the article prior to his 

assignment to another parish this past summer. 

  

Your new pastor, Father Brian Park, inherited this situation. I have asked Father Park to 

help fulfill Father Richard’s promise to this survivor by reposting The Catholic Spirit article on 

the Saint Michael Catholic Church Facebook page and website. I would like to explain to you 

why I believe this is important.  

  

When a priest makes a promise to a survivor of clergy abuse, I am of the opinion that 

we—as clergy—should do all in our power to make sure that the promise is kept, absent a 

particularly compelling reason to the contrary.  

  

The issues presented in this situation go well beyond the immediate question of 

reposting and well beyond your community. The real issues are about justice, accountability, 

compassion and healing. This is especially true for survivors of clergy sexual abuse, but can also 

affect those who have experienced abuse in other contexts. In recent years, our Archdiocese has 

made significant, meaningful and potentially long-lasting progress as we have tried to take a 

principled and compassionate response to survivors of abuse. Click here to review the Ramsey 

County Organizational Cultural Assessment Report. We must not regress. It is important for all 

of us in any survivor’s life, especially within the Church, to hold steadfast to the principled 

approaches now in place.  

  

I strongly believe our Archdiocese has an affirmative duty to take actions that support 

victim/survivors on their journeys to justice and healing. The opportunity for abuse survivors to 

tell their stories is universally acknowledged as an essential moment in the healing process. 
Going public often means for them that they are no longer subject to the manipulation of the 

abuser. This can also be an important moment of justice. Telling her or  

 

http://www.archspm.org/
https://thecatholicspirit.com/news/local-news/clergy-abuse-victim-keeps-her-faith-finds-healing-in-the-church/
https://safe-environment.archspm.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/01/RCAO-Cultural-Assessment-Report-Cover.pdf
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his story publicly, not out of vengeance, but truthfulness, can be a positive experience that holds 

the perpetrator to an appropriate level of accountability. My experience suggests that it  

is a beneficial practice for parishes to affirm survivors and publicize their stories as a way to 

support the courageous and important step taken by them.  

 

Statistics and experience tell us that for every sexual abuse survivor who steps forward, 

there are many others who suffer silently. Each survivor decides for themselves how to deal with 

their trauma and pain. We must respect their individual decisions and their privacy. Yet, we 

know with certainty that when one tells his or her story, others are encouraged. They often draw 

strength from knowing they are not alone, and that help is available. I know survivors who came 

forward in the wake of other disclosures and, as a result, are in a better place today. They are 

alive. They have hope. Some have come to healing in their relationship with God and the 

Church.   

  

For these reasons, I am grateful that an article about your fellow parishioner’s 

experience will remain on the website of our Archdiocesan newspaper, The Catholic Spirit, and 

be posted on the St. Michael Catholic Church Facebook page and website. I find her story as 

being one of profound hope. It addresses a difficult topic straightforwardly and delivers a 

positive message to all who have been affected by our Church’s sexual abuse crisis. It is the 

story of a survivor facing a cruel past and relying heavily on her faith for the strength to move 

forward. Not only has she benefited from her actions, but so have many others—including me.  

             

I have been told that this issue has been divisive in some segments of your parish. 

Please join me in praying for a healing of any such division. Join me also in praying for all 

survivors of abuse, as well as for their family members and for those who support them in their 

healing and pursuit of justice. May Mary, Undoer of Knots, bring her Son’s love into the 

difficulties of our lives. 

 

If you have any questions about this, please contact me.  Father Peter Richards would be 

happy to offer clarification as well, and may be contacted at 

prichards@ourladyofthelake.com. 

 

If you or someone you know has been sexually abused, I encourage you to call law 

enforcement. For additional support, victims of abuse are also encouraged to contact the 

archdiocese’s Victim Assistance Program at 651-291-4475. For confidential, compassionate 

assistance from an independent and professional local care provider, 24 hours a day, 7 days a 

week, please consider contacting Canvas Health at 651-291-4497.  

 

Finally, please know that I am already looking forward to coming to your parish for 

Father Park’s formal installation on November 1, 2020. My hope is that he will be just the 

shepherd that the Lord knows you need.     

  

            With the promise of my prayers, I remain, 

             

                                          Sincerely in Christ,  

 

       
 Most Reverend Bernard A. Hebda 

 Archbishop of Saint Paul and Minneapolis 
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