
Saturday, April 4, 2020 

 

Dear Friends in Christ, 

Every year in the fall, the priest personnel board of the Archdiocese asks us priests, among other things, 

what are our preferences for assignment in the near and distant future. My first thought to myself in the 

last two or three years of the combined 19 years as pastor between St. Michael and St. Albert parishes 

has been, “I want to stay at St. Michael and St. Albert for the rest of my life.” But when, with some 

difficulty, I open my heart to the Lord’s will, I find more peace, and the thought comes, “You need to 

give other priests a chance to pastor such wonderful and Godly people”.  

Until last fall, I thought that I would likely be taking another assignment in the summer of 2021. 

However, I am receiving a new assignment beginning July 1 of 2020, a year earlier than I had thought. 

On that day I will become pastor of Our Lady of the Lake in Mound, Minn.  

I want you to know that, while I am going to miss you terribly, I am at peace with this decision. It may 

seem like a bad time given the uncertainties we experience now already, but I am confident in the 

wonderful and competent leadership of these two parishes. I am also happy with and confident in my 

successor, Fr. Brian Park, who is a fellow Companion of Christ. With Fr. Brian and Fr. Joe, you will have 

an excellent pastor and associate team. I am sure you will learn more about him as we approach his 

start date here on July 1 of this year.  

These last few weeks have been unusual and painful for obvious reasons—but I am confident that the 

Lord has given us opportunities that would be, perhaps, impossible without these challenges. It is clear, 

for example, that we will be having a Holy Week and Easter like never before—but one of the 

opportunities this presents is to have Easter together as a whole community.  

The Easter Triduum – Holy Thursday and Good Friday, culminating with the Easter Vigil – is one of the 

two greatest feasts of the year for us. Because of the size of our parishes, it is impossible to fit everyone 

into one church. But, because of live-streaming, we can all be at the Easter Vigil together virtually. We 

aren’t certain whether the catechumens and candidates will receive the sacraments that evening, but 

we could still be all together.  

So, I am inviting you all to “attend” the Easter Vigil Mass via livestream from the St. Michael Catholic 

Church homepage, stmcatholicchurch.org, next Saturday evening, April 11 beginning at 8:30 PM or for 

St. Albert with Fr. Joe from the St. Albert homepage, churchofstalbert.org.  

I look forward to celebrating these holiest days of the year with all of you one more time. Please spread 

the word!  

In Christ, 

 
Fr. Peter Richards 

Pastor 

https://www.stmcatholicchurch.org/
https://churchofstalbert.org/

