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hanks to the newly-formed
Pastoral Cabinet, our parish
family can look forward to being
more profoundly united, embracing what
it means to be one family in Christ.
“I am looking forward to
implementing the Pastoral Cabinet
because I think it will help us be more
focused as a parish, and bring us more
unity in accomplishing our mission of a
stewardship way of life,” says Fr. Peter
Richards. “It will help us so we are not
operating separately, and help us keep the
same vision in mind.”
Basically, the Pastoral Cabinet will function as a sounding board for Fr. Richards.
Its members will consist of the chairpersons of the following: the Stewardship
Committee, the School Advisory Committee and the Finance Committee. It will
also include representatives from the Faith Formation Ministry, the Youth Ministry
and, eventually, the Building and Grounds Committee. Furthermore, Fr. Richards
will belong to the cabinet, as well as our Parish Business Administrator, the School
Principal and the two Parish Trustees.
“The Pastoral Cabinet is essentially a reconstitution of the Pastoral Council, in that
it fulfills the same function and requirements, but using a slightly different format,”
Fr. Richards says. “The only difference lies in who belongs to it, and how they are
elected. Its members are not directly elected as they were in the past for the Pastoral
Council. Instead, leaders will be chosen from the various ministries and committees of
our parish — leaders who have the most knowledge in the area that they serve.”
The decision to implement a Pastoral Cabinet was something that developed
organically over time, out of necessity.
“About five years ago, we melded the Pastoral Council into the Stewardship
Council,” Fr. Richards says. “However, in the last year, we discovered that the
Stewardship Council couldn’t perform both functions after all, which is why we
formed the Pastoral Cabinet.”

continued on page 2

Living the Stewardship Vision Together with the
Help of the Pastoral Cabinet continued from front cover
The Pastoral Cabinet will meet quarterly at our parish to
discuss various topics that apply to parish life.
“Generally speaking, at our meetings we will try to look
at what is happening in the different areas of ministry and
how they relate to our parish as a whole,” Fr. Richards says.
“We will discuss whether or not we are fulfilling the mission
of our parish to ‘go forth and make disciples of all nations,’
and how we can do so in a better way.”

Overall, the cabinet should help our parish live out the
calling to stewardship in a more dedicated way.
“Even though we have different gifts to share and different
ministries we serve in, we all want to be focused on the same mission,
heading in the same direction,” Fr. Richards says. “Stewardship
is an important aspect of every one of our parish ministries.
Hopefully, the Parish Cabinet will help us fulfill our stewardship
goals of growing in prayer, hospitality, formation and service.”

“Even though we have different gifts to share and different ministries we serve in, we all want to be
focused on the same mission, heading in the same direction. Stewardship is an important aspect of
every one of our parish ministries. Hopefully, the Parish Cabinet will help us fulfill our stewardship
goals of growing in prayer, hospitality, formation and service.” — Fr. Peter Richards

Coming in March 2020

W

Our Holiness Revolution Parish Mission

e would like to invite all of you to our upcoming Holiness
Revolution Parish Mission March 15-17. The goal of this
mission is to help awaken you to what’s really important in
life and help you discover how to live with each day with more passion
and purpose.
For this year’s mission, we will be welcoming international speaker and
best-selling Catholic author Dan DeMatte. Dan also starred in A&E’s reality
TV show, God or the Girl, as well as defended the teachings of the Catholic
faith on Larry King Live, The View and the Today show. Dan hosts a new radio
show called Encounter. He proclaims the Gospel with passion, energy and
overflowing joy — He will challenge you to be the best God created you to be.

Save the Dates: March 15-17
2

A Letter From Our Pastor

A Steward’s Response to the Ultimate Christmas Gift
Dear Parishioners,

C

hristmas is America’s favorite
holiday. Consider for a moment the amount of effort we
put into the holiday — decorating our
homes with ornate light displays, buying
boxes upon boxes of presents, addressing
Christmas cards and attending seasonal
get-togethers. When taken all together, it
staggers the imagination. Whatever might
happen to be next on the list of “favorite
holidays” — Valentine’s Day, Halloween
or Thanksgiving — it can’t hold a candle
to our investment in Christmas.
Don’t get me wrong — I love Christmas, too. But I’m afraid that many of us
somehow miss the main reason for our
Christmas celebrations.
I’ve sometimes heard people say
things like, “Getting everything ready
for Christmas becomes so hectic, I don’t
want to do it every year. But, you know, Christmas is really
for the children.” And occasionally, I’ve heard or read in a
letter to the editor that Christmas is about the hope that a
newborn baby brings to the world. Even in the early winter,
when the days are short, we can celebrate babyhood, a new
human life.
Both those sentiments are wrong because they’re too limited. Of course, it’s true that many of our Christmas customs are
for the children — we might not get to hang our stockings to
be filled by Santa Claus otherwise. And it’s true that the birth
of a baby, any baby, brings joy and hope to all those around.
Yes, many of our Christmas celebrations are centered on the
children, and the birth of a child offers a promise for the future.

At Christmas, we celebrate not just
any baby, but a particular baby. We
celebrate His birth not because it’s cute
to see a baby in a manger filled with hay
and surrounded by farm animals — instead, we celebrate this birth because of
Who this baby is and what He did as an
adult, for all of us.
A human baby is certainly a wonderful creation, made in the image of God.
But Jesus is more than that, not less, for
He is God the Son who took on human
nature in order to redeem us from the results of the sin into which we had fallen.
He didn’t stay a baby. He grew up and
taught and preached and healed. Finally,
He was put to death “for our sake” as the
Creed affirms and rose from the dead.
That’s why we celebrate His birth more
than 2,000 years later. That’s why normal routines are suspended for a few joyful days each year.
In response to the gift the Father gave us with the birth
of His Son, we joyfully exchange gifts with each other, share
with the poor, and offer our gifts of time, talent and treasure
to the Church. God gives to us — and as stewards, we must
do our best to faithfully use those gifts.
A joyful and blessed Christmas to all of you!
Sincerely yours in Christ,
Fr. Peter Richards,
Pastor
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Prayer and Fellowship Help Joyce Hackwo

W

hen someone we know loses a spouse, it’s hard
to know what to say and how to help. Without
being in that position, we can’t understand what
the person is going through. But, the St. Michael’s Grief
Support Group, led by Deacon Greg Steele, has been a place
for parishioners and community members to put their lives
back together after the loss of a loved one.
It’s in the Grief Support Group that Joyce Hackworth
and Judy Brandes forged a close friendship. Joyce lost her
husband on April 30, 2009 in a car accident. Judy lost her
husband on Nov. 21, 2009 to heart disease. Both losses were a
shock to the women and their families.
More than 10 years later, the women give back to the group
and help others, by volunteering at weekly meetings and also
attending the first Wednesday of the month social breakfast.
“People so appreciate this group,” Judy says. “We laugh
and we cry and it’s all okay. We give a good comfort level to
be able to be open and share our grief.”
Importantly, everyone in the group can say, “I know what
you are going through.”
When Joyce lost her husband, she especially appreciated
this group, being from outside of St. Michael — she was a
member at St. Francis Xavier in Buffalo.
“I really needed a grief group,” Joyce says. “Two months
after my husband died, my father died. I had been his
caregiver for two years. I desperately needed this. I’ve never
had the feeling that I got from the group. It’s phenomenal.”
Not only did Joyce and Judy find a beautiful friendship
through the Grief Support group, but they also found more

Joyce Hackworth and Judy Brandes met at a support group after both of
their husbands passed away, and have been friends for more than 10 years.

ways to get involved in the parish. Before the loss of her
husband, Joyce calls herself a “Sunday-only church lady.”
Now, Joyce and Judy are regular volunteers at the St.
Vincent de Paul Thrift Store, which recently opened in a
converted house in St. Michael. The two are also involved in
the St. Vincent de Paul Society, where they make home visits
with the poor. The thrift store helps fund this important work
throughout Wright County. The store is volunteer run.

“When you get involved, you make friends. This might be a big church, but it feels like
home to me, after becoming involved. People have to give of their time, talent and treasure.
It’s rewarding, and you get much more back than you give.” — Judy Brandes
4

orth and Judy Brandes Through Tough Times
The St. Vincent de Paul Thrift Store has also brought
social interaction to the volunteers, some of whom live alone.
“They come in for a couple hours a week and they don’t
want to miss it,” Judy says. “We didn’t realize that would be a
good social time for people.”
Joyce and Judy also stay involved at St. Michael’s through
the Funeral Lunch Ministry. They both know the more
they get involved, the better they are connected to their
community and fellow parishioners, and the less isolated and
alone they feel.
“When you get involved, you make friends,” Judy says.
“This might be a big church, but it feels like home to me,
after becoming involved. People have to give of their time,
talent and treasure. It’s rewarding, and you get much more
back than you give.”

“The community is there for us, and you have to have
open arms to accept that,” Joyce says. “Being new to the
parish, it’s just been so great to be recognized by many
people. People are so happy to see you. It’s so great to have
that support.”
Fortunately, for both Joyce and Judy, they also have family
close by to support them.
“My life is about church and family, and that’s what keeps
me going,” Judy says.
And serving as the foundation of their volunteer work
and social interaction is prayer.
“I’ve found that I have not gotten through all of this
without prayer and God by my side,” Judy says.
“I go to adoration when I can, and spend a lot of time in
prayer at home,” Joyce says.

This Month’s Spotlight on Our Parish Ministries
ALTAR & ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE
(formerly Liturgy Committee)

Committee members plan and evaluate liturgies, according to the liturgical calendar, working to foster a
beautiful worship space, in accord with Catholic worship guidelines. They coordinate and care for the flowers
and seasonal decorations inside and outside of the church. They also review the effectiveness and needs of the
liturgical ministers. Those that have a gift for decorating and/or have a green thumb for plants and flowers,
and that wish to deepen their knowledge of the liturgy will enjoy this committee.
Karen Zachman – 763-497-3073 or karenzachman@charter.net, Karen Kessler – 763-295-5760 or punkkessler@hotmail.com

COUNCIL OF CATHOLIC WOMEN

CCW provides many charitable services to the parish throughout the year such as reciting the Rosary at members’ wakes, hosting a
spring salad luncheon and an annual bake sale, making and distributing quilts for the homeless, distributing Christmas baskets to the
parish homebound, donating to the those locally in need, sponsoring educational opportunities, holding the CCW annual retreat,
sponsoring the graduates’ breakfast, and various others events. Each year they support the Appalachian Christmas project by gathering
donations, such as clothing, school, baby, kitchen and bath supplies, as well as many toys and send to Kentucky. CCW meetings are
generally held after the evening Mass on the third Tuesday of the month from September through May. CCW offers a monthly prayer
for our members, families, spouses and children. At the 8:30 a.m. Mass on the second Sunday of each month, CCW members attend
Mass together by sitting in designated pews to represent their group. After Mass, they stay briefly to say some prayers.
Judy Beaudry – 763-497-4344 or ljbeaudry@charter.net
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Stewardship and Hospitality

for the Advent and Christmas Seasons

I

t’s the Advent and Christmas season. You’ve extended
invitations, planned the menu and decorated your home.
You are ready to be hospitable. But what does it really
mean to live the Stewardship of Hospitality?
The Bible tells us in 1 Peter 4:8-11, “Above all, let
your love for one another be intense, because love covers
a multitude of sins. Be hospitable to one another without
complaining. As each one has received a gift, use it to serve
one another as good stewards of God’s varied grace. Whoever
preaches, let it be with the words of God; whoever serves, let
it be with the strength that God supplies, so that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong
glory and dominion forever and ever.”
When we read Peter’s words, we see that hospitality is more
than good manners. We see that hospitality is part of what it
means to be a faithful steward. So, during the hustle and bustle
of Advent and Christmas, how can we be hospitable?
•

Open your home to strangers — The holidays can
be an especially difficult time for people. This year, do
something about it. If you’re already expecting strangers,
welcome them warmly. Decide ahead of time that
showing love is more important than passing judgment.

Talent

alent
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•

Be truly cheerful — When you open your home for the
holidays, you may be a happy host, but are you a cheerful
one? Believe it or not, there’s a difference. A happy person
feels happiness. A cheerful person causes happiness.

•

Use your gifts to serve — Hosting and serving go
together. You bake the turkey, pour the drinks and slice
the pie. To some degree, this is expected and normal.
What’s not normal is for a host to truly serve — to look
for the needs in others and the gifts in themselves and find
even a small way to help.

•

Give God glory — When family, friends and strangers
enter your home, it’s an opportunity for them to see Christ
in you. You never know what’s going on “behind the scenes”
in people’s lives or how much an encounter like this might
mean to them. So when you welcome and serve your guests,
remember that your ultimate goal is to give God glory.

This month, let us remember that Advent and Christmas
give us the valuable opportunity to reflect on Jesus’ call to live
as stewards and disciples of His Word — and that through
hospitality, we can live out that calling.
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The Third Luminous Mystery: The Proclamation of the Kingdom of God
He came to Nazareth, where he had grown up, and went according to his custom into the synagogue on the sabbath day. He stood up to read and
was handed a scroll of the prophet Isaiah. He unrolled the scroll and found the passage where it was written: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me to bring glad tidings to the poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to captives and recovery of sight to the blind, to let the
oppressed go free, and to proclaim a year acceptable to the Lord.” Rolling up the scroll, he handed it back to the attendant and sat down, and the eyes
of all in the synagogue looked intently at him. He said to them, “Today this scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.” – Luke 4:16-21

T

he Third Luminous Mystery is the
Proclamation of the Kingdom
of God, in which our Lord
reveals for the first time that He is
the fulfillment of the prophetic
books of the Old Testament and
that God’s kingdom is at hand. It
is a dramatic moment in Scripture — this local carpenter’s son
has come home to worship and
“the eyes of all are upon him.”
This suggests that people expected something — some wisdom
— from Him. But His explanation of the passage is brief and
beyond belief. He claims to be the
fulfillment of the Word of God,
and when they object, he does not
soften, but strengthens, His claim.
They become so enraged by the
claim Jesus makes and the power
of His words that they attempt
to cast Him bodily from hill on
which the city resides.
Of course, we know Christ’s
words not only to be true, but
to be the Word of God Himself,
“living and effective, sharper than
any two-edged sword, penetrating
even between soul and spirit, joints and marrow, and able to
discern reflections and thoughts of the heart” (Hebrews 4:12).

In the image on the window, these words emanate like a blade from our Lord’s mouth
as He addresses not only to those
around Him, but to the entire world
and heaven as well. Again, His
clothes are gloriously brilliant — in
His hand is the scroll that reads,
“The Spirit of the Lord is upon
me”; the lamp of wisdom burns
on the table beside Him, and at
His feet stands a vase or urn, recalling the Gifts of the Magi and
His threefold mission as priest,
prophet and king. The backdrop
is symbolic, too — a large golden
box before an arched opening
that suggests a baldacchino by its
shape. The box recalls the Ark of
the Covenant and God’s promise
to Moses and the people, and
the arch calls to mind the earlier
covenant, with Noah and his
family as they emerged from another ark beneath God’s bow, the
rainbow, a sign that He would
never again destroy creation, but
preserve it for the sake of Noah
and his descendants. The life
and death of Christ reveals to us
that not only does God intend not to destroy us, but He longs
to save us for Himself.
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ADDRESS SERVICE REQUESTED

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
Daily Mass
Monday, 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 7:45 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.,
3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/stmcatholicchurch

Quotes for Catholic Living

“Whoever really takes the Eucharist as his daily bread, experiences each day the
mystery of Christmas, the Word made flesh.” — St. Teresa Benedicta of the Cross

2019 Advent and Christmas Liturgies

Advent begins on Sunday, Dec. 1

Immaculate Conception of the Blessed Virgin Mary
Sunday, Dec. 8 — Due to the Holy Day falling on a Sunday,
it will be celebrated at the 7:30 a.m. Mass on Monday, Dec. 9

Christmas

Christmas Eve — Tuesday, Dec. 24
4 p.m. Children’s Mass, 6:30 p.m. and 10 p.m.
(Annual Christmas concert beginning at 9:30 a.m.)
Christmas Day — Wednesday, Dec. 25
8 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. (No evening Mass)
Mary, Holy Mother of God
Tuesday, Dec. 31 — Vigil Mass at 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Jan. 1 — 10:30 a.m. Mass

Advent Penance Services
Tuesday, Dec. 10 at 7 p.m. — Mary, Queen of Peace; Rogers
Sunday, Dec. 15 at 1 p.m. — St. John; Dayton
Tuesday, Dec. 17 at 7 p.m. — St. Albert; Albertville
Thursday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m. — St. Michael; St. Michael
As throughout the year, individual confessions are available on
Tuesdays from 5:15 to 6:15 p.m., Thursdays from 8 to 8:30 a.m.,
Saturdays from 7:30 to 9 a.m. and 3:30 to 4:45 p.m. and Sundays
from 9:30 to 10:15 a.m.

