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Fr. Andrew Zipp, who grew up 
in our St. Michael Parish, was 
ordained to the priesthood at 

St. Paul Cathedral on May 25. The day 
was certainly a momentous one for Fr. 
Andrew as he embarked on this new 
journey as a diocesan priest. And for 
those who know and love him, it was the 
natural blossoming of  a vocation they 
have watched take root and grow in Fr. 
Andrew for many years.

Fr. Andrew’s parents, Scott and Lisa 
Zipp, became parishioners of  St. Michael 
when they moved to our area from their 
hometown of  St. Cloud in 1998. Andrew 
and his seven younger siblings grew up in 
our parish. Scott and Lisa made it a point to immerse their children in the Catholic 
faith by enrolling them in St. Michael Catholic School and surrounding them with 
friends and fellow parishioners with the same beliefs and values. 

Having witnessed signs of  Fr. Andrew’s strong faith early on, neither Scott nor 
Lisa were surprised when he first began expressing an interest in the priesthood in late 
middle school and early high school.

“It was after his first experience with prayer team at Extreme Faith Camp that I 
think [his vocation] became clearer to him,” Lisa says. “We were happy for him. We 
have prayed for our kids ever since they were little that they would hear God’s call 
and know His vocation for them, so we were grateful.”

While the Catholic faith has always been a part of  their life together, Scott 
and Lisa Zipp both feel that these last 20 years at St. Michael — and especially Fr. 
Andrew’s path to the priesthood — have been a source of  spiritual growth for them.

“Before we moved to St. Michael, we were lukewarm in our faith,” Scott says. 
“Then we joined the Men’s and Women’s Groups, and both of  us were growing. 
Then with Andrew, it’s continued to be a growing experience for all of  us the whole 
way through.”

Reflecting on their son’s middle school and high school years, the Zipps credit 
the St. Michael Youth Group with having a tremendous impact on Fr. Andrew’s faith 

Friends and Family Reflect on 

Fr. Andrew Zipp’s Path to the Priesthood

The Zipp family at Fr. Andrew Zipp’s ordination to the 
transitional diaconate in 2018. (Back, from left) Scott, 
Andrew and Lisa; (front, from left) Matthew, Allison, 

Hannah, Thomas, Elizabeth and Isaac.
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life. Our parish is blessed with a robust 
youth ministry for middle and high 
school students led by Youth Minister 
John O’Sullivan.

John has known Fr. Andrew for 
13 years and is thrilled that this “quiet 
and kind” youth has now become a 
diocesan priest. 

“He was always very committed 
and involved,” John says of  Fr. Andrew. 
“When he was in eighth grade, he and a 
bunch of  friends joined the youth group 
Core Team. I wasn’t surprised when he 
discerned a call to the priesthood. Our 
goal in the Youth Group is to encourage 
kids to grow in their relationship with 
Christ, so it’s always beautiful to see 
them discern.”

Now that Fr. Andrew has been 
ordained, John looks forward to seeing the 
way the Lord will use the young priest’s 
many gifts to better serve His people.

“Fr. Andrew has a great love for the 
Eucharist,” he says. “He is thoughtful — 
he doesn’t act before he thinks — and 
he is very charitable. He also has a good 
sense of  humor! He’s just a great young 
man, and I’m very excited for him and 
just blessed to be a part of  his life and to 
see where the Lord takes him.”

Echoing the sentiments of  Fr. 
Andrew’s parents and youth minister, 
close friend Kyle Salonek also expresses 
his joy in seeing Fr. Andrew fulfill his 

vocation in the Church. Kyle knew Fr. 
Andrew since the two were on Core 
Team together in high school.

“It wasn’t a surprise when he decided 
to enter seminary,” Kyle says. “I could see 
the joy and peace he felt about it. I know 
he has enjoyed the [formation] process, 
and that he’s even more excited to now 
serve the people as a priest.”

While Fr. Andrew was studying at 
seminary, Kyle discerned his own vocation 
to marriage, and next month, Fr. Andrew 
will be the celebrant at his friend’s wedding. 
Kyle has no doubt that the two will remain 
close friends for life, enthusiastically 
supporting and encouraging one another 
in their vocations.

As Fr. Andrew begins his first 
assignment as a diocesan priest, 
all of  his family, friends and fellow 
parishioners extend to him their 
heartfelt prayers and best wishes. In 
particular, his parents, Scott and Lisa, 

pray that his life in the priesthood be 
truly blessed.

“I just want him to enjoy his vocation 
to the fullest,” Scott says. “He is looking 
forward to being a parish priest. He’s a 
very prayerful person, and he is very good 
with kids. The youth really speak to him.”

Witnessing all the joy that Fr. 
Andrew’s vocation has already brought 
him, the Zipps are grateful for a parish 
that supports calls to the priesthood and 
religious life so ardently.

“The Youth Group is great and 
it’s foundational, and there are really 
incredible examples of  holy priesthood 
at St. Michael,” Lisa says. “Those role 
models are vitally important. I think the 
other key thing in this community is that 
we have people on their knees praying 
for vocations all the time. I honestly 
believe that the number of  vocations 
coming out of  our church is thanks to 
all of  these things.”

Fr. Andrew Zipp, a transitional deacon at the time, led the 
Eucharistic procession at last summer’s Extreme Faith Camp.

Fr. Andrew Zipp went hiking in Colorado 2014 with close friends from his high school youth group — 
(front) Kyle Salonek, (back, from left) Andrew Zipp, Tyler Ferry, and Grant O’Neil.
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We’re all familiar with the song 
“America the Beautiful.” 
Many of  us share the feel-

ings that inspired Katharine Lee Bates 
when she composed it as a poem. 

O beautiful for spacious skies, 
For amber waves of  grain,
For purple mountain majesties 
Above the fruited plain!
America! America!  
God shed His grace on thee,
And crown thy good with brotherhood 
From sea to shining sea. 
 
Katharine Bates drew her inspiration 

from her experiences during the summer 
of  1893. An English professor at Welles-
ley College in Massachusetts, she went to 
teach summer school at Colorado College, 
necessitating a journey across the country. The trip’s highlight 
came when she reached the pinnacle of  Pikes Peak and could 
gaze upon range after range of  the Rocky Mountains on one 
side and the expanse of  the Great Plains on the other. 

Moved by the vistas around her and the varied features 
of  America she had seen, an idea for a poem and some of  its 
words formed in her mind atop the mountain. That night, 
back in her hotel room, she completed the poem. 

I think the reason for the popularity of  “America the 
Beautiful” is that it combines several themes into one 
coherent whole. The beauty and immensity of  America’s 
natural creation, the rich abundance of  our harvests, and 

the recognition of  God’s generosity are 
woven together. The final product forms 
a hymn of  thanksgiving for our land that 
goes beyond national pride to prayer, 
for God is the spiritual source for all the 
goodness we have.

I think it’s a suitable theme for July, 
the month we celebrate Independence 
Day, our national holiday. Thankfulness, 
after all, is the basis of  stewardship, the 
recognition that we’ve been given all we 
have. We’re then responsible to the Giver 
for the use we make of  His gifts.   

The gifts we celebrate are manifold. 
Some are of  a spiritual nature — our 
salvation by Christ and the sacraments, 
for example. Others are in the natural or-
der, such as the beauties of  creation and 
abundant harvests. Still others relate to 
social relationships, like families, friends 

and national life. Whatever the class of  these gifts, God is 
their ultimate source, and they are blessings.

Let us then receive these gifts — the time, talent, and 
treasure entrusted to us — with thanksgiving. Let us offer 
praise to the Father of  mercies for them, and let us use them 
in His service. 

Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Peter Richards,
Pastor

Dear Parishioners,

A Letter From Our Pastor

REMEMBERING 
AMERICA  IS 

 
A GIFT FROM GOD
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In addition to being a wife and the 
mother of  eight children, parish-
ioner Michelle Steele has spent 

the past 17 years of  her life speaking 
on chastity and pro-life issues for the 
nonprofit organization PROLIFE 
Across AMERICA. Her ministry is 
twofold in that she works avidly to help 
educate men and women so as to end 
our current culture of  death while also 
remaining equally dedicated to help-
ing post-abortive men and women find 
hope and healing.

“I tell everyone I have been preg-
nant nine times and I got very sick with 
each and every one of  them,” Michelle 
says. “And if  you would ask me, I would 
say that the abortion industry gets 
women at a very weak point. They are 
sick, they don’t feel pregnant, they are 
scared, and they are under tremendous 
amounts of  pressure from those around them. Currently, ap-
proximately 42 percent of  men and women are post-abortive. 
So there is a lot of  healing that has to take place all around.”

Yet, one of  the great challenges of  public speaking, says 
Michelle, is that you rarely see the effects of  your work. You 
speak from your heart, praying your words will fall on recep-
tive hearts, and then trust the rest to the Lord. That’s why it 
was such a tremendous gift five years ago when Michelle got 
to be part of  a truly miraculous pro-life story.

It all begins roughly eight years ago when Fr. Peter Rich-
ards repeatedly encouraged Michelle to get to know fellow 
pro-life speaker Tracie Rademacher. 

“He told me at least three or four times, ‘I really think 
you need to meet her — she lives in Big Lake, is a home-
schooling mom like you, and is involved in the same kind 
of  work,’” Michelle says. “Fr. Richards just really felt that I 
needed support in what I was doing, and though I kept hem-
ming and hawing, after the third or fourth time I realized that 
I needed to listen to what he was saying.”

So Michelle finally gave Tracie a phone call, leading to 
a meeting that lasted four straight hours. The two hit it off  

instantly, forming what has become a 
lifelong friendship. And though Tra-
cie’s ministry focused more on sharing 
her post-abortive regret and healing 
while Michelle’s concentrated more on 
chastity and Theology of  the Body, as 
Fr. Richards predicted the two became 
a tremendous source of  support and 
encouragement to one another.

The story continues five years 
later when Michelle arrived at Tracie’s 
house to watch her children so that 
Tracie could travel for a local speak-
ing engagement. Usually a bubbly 
and talkative person, Michelle knew 
instantly that something was terribly 
wrong when Tracie answered the door 
wearing sunglasses and an unusually 

quiet disposition.
“She had a horrible migraine for 

three days and had been sitting in a 
dark room,” Michelle says. “She knew that she was experienc-
ing spiritual warfare, but felt like the entire talk was a waste 
of  time. It was predominantly to elderly women and she was 
going to have to drive through a snowstorm to get there. I 
told her I would pray for her and said the St. Michael prayer 
all afternoon.”

God certainly wanted Tracie there, however, because at 
the end of  the talk she received an anonymous note from a 
woman saying, “You saved my baby’s life. I was a week away 
from a scheduled abortion.” Naturally, Tracie and Michelle 
were both ecstatic to learn that a child had been saved and 
they continued interceding for both the child and mother. 
Yet, the story gets even more amazing when three months 
later Michelle’s dear friend and fellow St. Michael parishio-
ner Terry Moran called Michelle requesting prayers for her 
college-age niece who had recently decided not to have an 
abortion after hearing Tracie speak.

“I was shocked, telling Terry that I knew this story,” Mi-
chelle says. “Then about a month later the birth mom decided 
after prayer that she would like to place her daughter up for 
adoption. I immediately thought of  my cousin, Shawna, who is 

A Pro-Life Witness and the Tangible Reminder of  God’s Providence

Michelle Steele and Gianna Zachman 
following a pro-life speaking engagement.
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A Pro-Life Witness and the Tangible Reminder of  God’s Providence
like a sister to me, and her husband, Curt, who have had fertil-
ity issues. I knew it would be a one in a million chance that she 
would pick them, but I asked if  she would consider choosing 
my cousins as the adoptive parents, and she did!”

“It just truly felt like this was God’s plan,” says Curt Zach-
man. “Everything just flowed so smoothly and easily. Every 
door that needed to be opened was, and there was so many 
connections between people that made the adoption possible.”

Following her birth, Gianna — now age 4 — was bap-
tized by Fr. Richards here at St. Michael Catholic Church. 
Her life remains a beautiful testament to what can happen 
when human beings choose to cooperate with the promptings 
of  the Holy Spirit — a tangible reminder that God truly does 
have a perfect plan for each one of  us if  we just trust in Him.

“I feel like every step of  our journey has made us rely 
on God even more,” says Shawna Zachman. “Each time, it 
wasn’t until we were able to really put our trust in Him that 
things would happen. We prayed and prayed for our son, 
Isaac, and we feel that he is such a blessing. Then we prayed 
and prayed again for another child, and Gianna was the 
answer to those prayers.”

“Nothing in life happens by chance,” Michelle says. 
“Every prayer that we pray goes somewhere — Christ 
hears them all, and though we might not always see the 
results, I truly believe that one day when we go to heaven it 
will be like fireworks as we see all of  the fruits. But some-
times God allows us these miraculous moments when we 
get to see the beautiful results of  this prayer — and this 
story was one of  them.”

This Month’s Spotlight on Our Parish Ministries
SHARING AND CARING HANDS 
Parishioners are invited on the second Thursday morning of  each month to help prepare a meal and 
take it to Sharing and Caring Hands in Minneapolis. Various volunteer opportunities include donating 
food, helping prepare the meal, loading the food in vehicles at our church, and helping serve the meal 
at Sharing and Caring Hands in Minneapolis. Monetary donation support is another option to give to 
this ministry. Typically, Mary Jo Copeland greets and prays with the volunteers before each meal.      
Jodi Gendron – 612-701-8504 or jodilgendron@gmail.com

FINDING HOPE AFTER LOSS
Have you experienced the loss of  a child of  any age? Please join our support group for parents to help recognize your 
feelings and put them in perspective. Grief  is emotionally, physically and spiritually painful. At times, the pain can 
seem unbearable. This informal gathering for parents to support each other with comforting words, prayers and ideas 
to help parents cope with challenges. We meet the second Thursday of  the month at St. Albert’s parish center from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. The experience of  sharing with others who are in a similar situation can be comforting and reassuring.   
Eldon or LeAnne Martin – 763-497-4130 or elmartin1977@hotmail.com
Bob or Sandy Bongaarts – 763-226-7200 or sbongaarts@gmail.com
Mike or Cindy Gapinski – 612-518-4413 or mcgapinski@aol.com

Gianna’s baptism — (From left) Tracie Rademacher, Michelle Steele 
holding Isaac Zachman, Fr. Peter Richards, Curt Zachman, Shawna 

Zachman holding Gianna, Graci (Gianna’s birth mother), and Terry Moran.

tel:612-701-8504
mailto:jodilgendron@gmail.com
tel:763-497-4130
mailto:elmartin1977@hotmail.com
tel:763-226-7200
mailto:sbongaarts@gmail.com
tel:612-518-4413
mailto:mcgapinski@aol.com
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A Spiritual House                  Your Guide to Our Church

THE ART OF ST. MICHAEL: 
The Rosary Windows

By JIM THORP

The third Joyful Mystery is the Nativity of  Our Lord, 
in which Jesus is born into the world in the hum-
blest of  circumstances — in a stable, with a feeding 

trough as his cradle. He is, from the first moments of  His life, 
both cast out — “there was no room for them at the inn” 
— and set apart — “this will be a sign for you” (Luke 2:12). 
The Nativity is naturally associated with the feast of  Christ-
mas, and in that context we think of  the gentle baby and his 
mother mild, the presence of  the resting animals, and Joseph 
keeping watch. But this is also Mystery of  the Incarnation, 
God made man, in which the Creator of  the Universe pours 
all of  Himself  into a vessel of  flesh, blood and bone. That 
tiny child is priest, prophet and king; Lord and Savior; human 
and divine — the single most important person ever born.

In this image, then, Christ is central — portrayed not 
simply as a baby, but as a glorified youth who, like his fore-
father David, is splendid in appearance and eager to do his 
Father’s work. The straw of  the manger now forms a mandorla, 
the intersection of  two circles where heaven and earth meet, 
radiating like light behind Him, and our Blessed Mother 
is behind Him with her hands outspread, literally showing 
us The Way — “I am the way and the truth, and the life” 
(John 14:6). This recalls the icon behind the altar, Our Lady 
of  Sign, and the stable is represented more as a temple or 
shrine than as a barn or cave, similar to the baldacchino in the 
previous and subsequent images. The star above the manger 
recalls the light Mary carried within her the previous nine 
months, now released into the world, and life abounds in its 
glow — in the animals and in the budding staff  of  St. Joseph. 
But Christ’s sacrifice, too, is prefigured here — in traditional 

icons of  the Incarnation, the animals are portrayed without 
bodies, as if  they’ve been slaughtered and sacrificed. Only the 
lamb is portrayed in its entirety, reminding us that Jesus is the 
spotless Lamb of  God, the perfect sacrifice. Near Jesus’s feet, 
Joseph holds a single candle, inviting the world to receive the 
light of  Christ as we do in baptism today.

The Nativity of  Our Lord

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that the whole world should be enrolled… And Joseph too went up from Galilee from 
the town of  Nazareth to Judea, to the city of  David that is called Bethlehem, because he was of  the house and family of  David, to be enrolled 
with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. While they were there, the time came for her to have her child, and she gave birth to her firstborn 

son. She wrapped him in swaddling clothes and laid him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. —  Luke 2:1, 4-7
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Service, Friendship and Fun at 
Summer Stretch
Family vacations, baseball 

games, swimming — there are 
so many things to love about 

summer. And for the middle school 
students at St. Michael’s, Summer 
Stretch is often at the top of  that list. 
Each summer, the young people of  
our parish have the opportunity to 
serve others, make friends, and have 
a whole lot of  fun. This year, we hope 
that your tween will be among them.

“It’s a great opportunity to do 
service and have fun with friends dur-
ing the summer,” says Youth Minister 
John O’Sullivan. 

Summer Stretch includes four 
days of  students — incoming sixth-
graders, through recently graduated 
eighth-graders — gathering for a ser-
vice project in the morning, followed 
by a fun activity in the afternoon. 

On the first day, Monday, July 
29, the students will participate in 
packing lunches to be shipped in-
ternationally with Feed My Starv-
ing Children. The afternoon will be 
spent at Bunker Beach. 

The second day, Wednesday, July 
31, will involve a local service project, 
such as visiting a nursing home, doing 
projects at the parish school, or helping 
a parishioner in need. The afternoon 
activity is going to Shady Oak Beach. 

Tuesday, Aug. 6 is the third event, 
with students handing out flyers in 
surrounding neighborhoods, to collect 
canned goods for Hanover Food Shelf. 
The afternoon will be spent at Wild 
Mountain at Taylor Falls. 

The final event will be Thursday, 
Aug. 8, and students will collect the food 
items for the food shelf  in the morning, 
followed by an afternoon at Valley Fair. 

The events help students realize 
that they can make a difference in their 
community, by choosing to serve.

“Our culture is somewhat self-
absorbed and this helps give them an 
opportunity to see outside themselves,” 
John says. “So much of  our lives, we can 
get so preoccupied and we’re not focused 
on where we can find true fulfillment, 
in serving our Lord. This gives them a 
glimpse of  helping others in a real and 

simple way so they can see, “Wow, we 
can do this.’

“We find fulfillment in that gift of  
self, which is what Jesus asks of  all of  us, 
as He gave Himself  for us,” he adds. “It 
definitely can be transformative.”

Summer Stretch also gives young 
teens a chance to get to know others 
in our Youth Ministry program, open-
ing the door for them to become more 
involved in the future. 

“The purpose for the event is ulti-
mately to give us an opportunity to get 

continued on back cover

Summer Stretch is an opportunity for 
middle school students to spend a week serving 
others and having a lot of  fun in the process.

If  you would like more information about Summer Stretch, or if  you are willing to serve as a parent chaperone or driver, 
please contact Youth Minister John O’Sullivan at josullivan@stmcatholicchurch.org or 763-497-2745, ext. 242. You
 can also find more information, as well as register for Summer Stretch, at www.stmacatholicyouth.org/summerstretch. 

The cost is $160/student and includes all breakfasts, lunch one day, a t-shirt, all fun events, and transportation.

mailto:josullivan@stmcatholicchurch.org
http://www.stmacatholicyouth.org/summerstretch
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11300 Frankfort Parkway
St. Michael, MN 55376

Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m.

Daily Mass
Monday, 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 7:45 a.m.

Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m., 
3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

Quotes for CatholiC living

“When it is all over, you will not regret having suffered; rather you will regret having 
suffered so little, and suffered that little so badly.” — Bl. Sebastian Valfrè

to know the teens, to build a relationship with them,” John 
says. “[We hope] to encourage them in their faith and chal-
lenge them to get more involved during the year.”

“We have high school core team members who come with 
us, whose main purpose is to build relationships with those 
teens, to get to know them, and to invite them into a deeper 
relationship with our parish and their faith,” he adds. “I find it 
truly rewarding when I see young people connecting with our 
leaders who are witnessing the faith to them and they can see 
the embodiment of  Christ through their friendships.”

John encourages middle school students to consider 
participating in Summer Stretch, whether they’ve attended 
Youth Ministry events before, or this is the first time. 

“If  you’ve never been involved in Youth Ministry, this is 
a great opportunity to do so,” John says. “You get a chance 
to serve and you also get to have a lot of  fun. It’s a great way 
to take some time with our Lord and have some fun with 

friends. We do our best to welcome everyone where they’re at 
and invite them to go deeper.”

Summer Stretch gives teens a chance to build friendships with other 
Catholic youth, while being empowered to serve their community. 

https://www.facebook.com/stmcatholicchurch

