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Meet Dave Ferry

Our New Parish Business Administrator
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hen Dave Ferry and his wife,
Julie, decided to move back
to the area, they considered
the Catholic culture of St. Michael as a
primary factor.
“Having a big family of six children,
we really liked the idea of being part of
this Catholic community for which St. Michael is known,” Dave says. “It has been
everything we hoped for and a perfect fit
for our family.”
Since joining the parish in 1999, Dave
and his family have been very active in the
faith community — from the children’s
participation in our incredible Youth
Ministry, to Dave and Julie’s involvement
with Christ Renews His Parish. Julie has
also served as a cantor and helped with the
Children’s Choir.
“The parish has had a major impact
on our lives, and we have a great affection for it,” Dave says. “I have been most
involved with the Men’s Ministry and
Catholic Watchmen. I’ve also served as
a Confirmation teacher, an usher, and a
member of the Knights of Columbus.”
On July 5, Dave became the parish’s
new Business Administrator and essentially
serves as Chief Operating Officer.
“I support the pastor by managing the
affairs of the parish as a religious corporation in terms of finances,
human resources, legal issues and
long-range planning and development,”

Dave Ferry, St. Michael’s New Business Administrator

Dave says. “Another way to describe it is,
Fr. Richards is responsible for spiritual matters, and the administrator is responsible for
all temporal matters.”
As the new Business Administrator,
Dave aspires to “rise to the standard” that
John Bonham set for this position.
“I’d like everyone to know what an
incredible job John has done in managing
the affairs of the parish,” Dave says. “He is
highly organized and deeply committed to
the parish’s well-being. He deserves tremendous credit for the parish’s condition.”
Dave comes to parish administration from a long career in investment
management and retirement planning.
He has a master’s degree in Business
Finance and recently has enjoyed
translating his skills and experience to a
parish setting.
continued on back cover

Living Out Gratitude and Stewardship, During

Thanksgiving and Beyond

E

very November, as the holiday season fast approaches, we are filled with a deep sense of sentimentality
and gratefulness for all the goodness of the past
year. At the same time, we encounter many wonderful ways
to give — to cheerfully share our own gifts — during this
time of Thanksgiving.
It is with this spirit of gratitude that we can truly live out
the stewardship way of life. This Thanksgiving, there are
plenty of opportunities to do this in a direct way. Is there a
new neighbor you haven’t met, or someone who might be
spending the holiday alone? Invite them over for Thanksgiving dinner. Perhaps you may volunteer at a soup kitchen, or
you might donate a Thanksgiving meal to a family in need
who wouldn’t have one otherwise.
If you go shopping on Black Friday, make it a point the
next day to donate old clothes that you or your family members no longer need. And as the winter draws closer, you
might participate in — or even organize — a coat drive, and
then gather a small group to go out into the community to
give the coats away to homeless shelters and those in need

during the winter months. There are countless such opportunities to live in gratitude and thanksgiving — opportunities
that go beyond just having a meal with family and friends on
the fourth Thursday of November.
Of course, we must remember that this spirit of
thanksgiving does not end after Thanksgiving, nor does
it end following Advent and Christmas. We must always
consider how to give, even as the sentimental glow of the
holiday season fades after the New Year. In January, if
there is space at your table, fill it. In February, if there is
abundance in your closet, give away from that abundance.
In March, if there are volunteers needed at the soup
kitchen, rally a team and give of your time. We need a
renewed spirit of stewardship and thanksgiving that lasts
the whole year so that our giving becomes habitual, and
not just seasonal.
This Thanksgiving, ask the Holy Spirit where He is
calling you to give. And may the joy of the Thanksgiving
season flow into our lives as good stewards, every day and
throughout the entire year.

The spirit of thanksgiving does not end after Thanksgiving, nor does it end following
Advent and Christmas. We must always consider how to give, even as the sentimental
glow of the holiday season fades after the New Year. In January, if there is space at
your table, fill it. In February, if there is abundance in your closet, give away from that
abundance. In March, if there are volunteers needed at the soup kitchen, rally a team
and give of your time. We need a renewed spirit of stewardship and thanksgiving that
lasts the whole year so that our giving becomes habitual, and not just seasonal.
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A Letter From Our Pastor

November: A Time of Faithful
Celebration and Sharing in Thanks
Dear Parishioners,

A

s I look over the calendar for
November, my mind is filled with
thoughts of thanksgiving. These
aren’t just thoughts about Thanksgiving
Day, although I look towards it with happy
anticipation — more than that, they are
thoughts filled with a variety of reasons for
why we should be thankful.
The month began with a great celebration and a day of thanksgiving for
all of us — All Saints’ Day. This great
feast celebrates the great company of
Christians now in heaven — a company we shall eventually join, whether
or not we’re formally canonized, if we
remain faithful to Christ.
And the communion of saints —
the sharing of spiritual goods by those
in heaven to us who are still in our pilgrimage — is a great cause for thanksgiving. We read the lives of the saints to be encouraged
and inspired by their examples. Plus, we are strengthened
by their fellowship in the Body of Christ, and we are aided
by their prayers.
And then, the very next day, we celebrated All Souls’ Day.
Although this day commemorates all the faithful departed who
are being purified in Purgatory, it is natural for us to concentrate on the members of our own family and our friends who
have died. While we pray for them, that they may soon experience the joys of heaven, at the same time we also are thankful
for the love they gave us and for the faith they passed on to us.

Then, later in the month comes
Thanksgiving Day, the national holiday celebrating all the things for which
we are thankful. The fact that it comes
toward the end of autumn reminds us
that it was originally a harvest festival.
For Christians today, it’s a wholesome
reminder that we should thank God
for everything we receive, especially
the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. Why
not participate in the Church’s Great
Thanksgiving, the Holy Eucharist, on
Thanksgiving Day? It’s the ultimate
way to give thanks.
A reminder — while much of our
attention this month may be drawn
to the often contentious goings-on in
our country, we need to remember
that God is in charge of the universe,
even though He has given us free will.
If we trust in His loving care, demonstrated by returning
to Him a portion of the time, talent and treasure He has
entrusted to us, we can withstand the troubles of life. It’s
a good principle to follow in this month of thanksgiving.
Sincerely yours in Christ,

Fr. Peter Richards,
Pastor
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Fall Festival a Resound

Enjoys Food, Fellows

T

he weather was perfect, the food was delicious, and
our 2018 St. Michael Catholic Church Fall Festival
was a rousing success!
With activities for all ages, it was a weekend packed with
fun and fellowship that also raised funds for the parish.
Whether festival-goers were longtime parishioners, newcomers to St. Michael or folks from the community, hospitality was extended to all.
“It went great!” says Dave Ferry, our new parish Business
Administrator. “The entire event was an exercise in hospitality. Whether it was the chicken dinner, the kid’s games, or
any of the other activities, they were all staffed by volunteers
who enjoyed what they were doing, and this is reflected to the
guests, whether they are parishioners or not.”
Dave experienced his first Fall Festival at St. Michael as
Business Administrator for the parish.
“It is a lot of work, but very gratifying,” he says. “It was
impressive to see the time and effort from the volunteers, the
teamwork and esprit de corps, and the hospitality that was on
display.”
Our parish ministries also extended hospitality to all by
inviting festival-goers to stop at their tables to learn about the
work they do in the parish and community. Those interested
in joining a ministry had the opportunity do so during the
festival.
“Our festival is always well-attended by people in the
community,” Dave says.
The festivities began Saturday with a pork chop
dinner, along with live music, hosted by the Knights of
Columbus. Dozens tucked into the chicken dinner served
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Oh, the anticipation! Oh, what will the next number be? These
players are eager to hear whether they can say “Bingo!”

Sunday under the Big Top, and everyone enjoyed the
Cake Walk, Bingo, the Country Store with fresh vegetables and homemade treats for sale, arts and crafts,
and the fresh homemade pretzels. The always popular
yard sale of gently used toys drew lots of shoppers. The
younger set bounced off some energy in the array of
inflatables, and had the chance to visit with friendly
animals in the petting zoo. And with the festival weekend
falling on the first week of NFL football, die-hard Vikings
fans were able to follow the game on a big screen TV set
up for their enjoyment.

“It went great! The entire event was an exercise in hospitality. Whether it was the
chicken dinner, the kid’s games, or any of the other activities, they were all staffed by
volunteers who enjoyed what they were doing, and this is reflected to the guests, whether
they are parishioners or not.” — Dave Ferry, Business Administrator

ding Success as Community
ship and Hospitality

Beautiful weather, plenty of entertaining things to do and great food all brought the crowds out for our Fall Festival.

“There was nothing new this year,” Dave says. “It’s is a
pretty tried-and-true formula.”
Tom and Jane Hackenmueller have co-chaired the festival
for a number of years, but are ready to pass the baton to
other willing hands.
“They deserve a huge tip of the cap in the work they have
done over the years,” Dave says.
The search is on for Co-Chairs to succeed the Hackenmuellers, ideally with two pairs of parishioners willing to take
on the festival.
“It is a big job, but it is manageable,” Dave says. “Many
of the volunteers who chair the different areas of the festival
bring lots of experience, so the festival chairs are really there
to provide organization and communication for the team as
next year’s Festival approaches. This is an excellent way to
serve the parish and build new relationships.”

Parishioners could learn about the ministries available to them during the Fall Festival.

Anyone who is interested in serving as a Fall Festival Co-Chair may contact Dave Ferry at 763-497-2745.
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A Spiritual House

Your Guide to Our Church

THE ART OF ST. MICHAEL: The Baptismal Fount Mosaics
This month, we finish our exploration of the eight mosaics on our baptismal fount,
which are based on illuminations from St. Hildegard of Bingen’s book, Scivias.

The Sixth Day of Creation:
The Creation of Man and Woman
and the First Blessing
Then God said: Let us make human beings in our image,
after our likeness. Let them have dominion over the fish of the
sea, the birds of the air, the tame animals, all the wild animals,
and all the creatures that crawl on the earth. God created
mankind in his image; in the image of God he created them;
male and female he created them. God blessed them and God
said to them: Be fertile and multiply; fill the earth and subdue
it. Have dominion over the fish of the sea, the birds of the
air, and all the living things that crawl on the earth. God also
said: See, I give you every seed-bearing plant on all the earth
and every tree that has seed-bearing fruit on it to be your food;
and to all the wild animals, all the birds of the air, and all
the living creatures that crawl on the earth, I give all the green
plants for food. And so it happened. God looked at everything he
had made, and found it very good. Evening came, and morning
followed—the sixth day. — Genesis 1:26-31
Still on the sixth day, God the Father calls forth
from the dust a new creature, unlike anything that
came before — a creature of both body and spirit,
with a rational mind, created out of love and for
love. The seventh mosaic shows the shaping of Eve
from a rib from Adam’s side (see Genesis 2:21-24),
and the hand of God held forth for the original
blessing of humanity: “Be fertile and multiply; fill
the earth and subdue it.”
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The Seventh Day:
The Lord’s Day
Thus the heavens and the earth and all their array were completed.
On the seventh day God completed the work he had been doing; he rested
on the seventh day from all the work he had undertaken. God blessed the
seventh day and made it holy, because on it he rested from all the work he
had done in creation. — Genesis 2:1-3
I looked again and heard the voices of many angels who surrounded
the throne and the living creatures and the elders. They were countless* in
number, and they cried out in a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb that was
slain to receive power and riches, wisdom and strength, honor and glory
and blessing.” Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and
under the earth and in the sea, everything in the universe, cry out: “To the
one who sits on the throne and to the Lamb be blessing and honor, glory
and might, forever and ever.” The four living creatures answered, “Amen,”
and the elders fell down and worshiped. — Revelation 5:11-14
On the seventh day, the God of the Old Testament
rested from his labors, as did our Jewish forefathers in faith.
As people of the New Testament, we mark the Sabbath not
simply by resting, but by partaking in Holy Communion,
the wedding feast of the Lamb of God, Who is Jesus Christ.
The eight and final mosaic faces the altar and portrays this
living sacrifice, a lamb without blemish, identified by the cross
and the three-rayed nimbus behind His head as Christ and
holding the Book of Life, calling to us, “Do this in memory
of me.” It appears as the eighth panel because, for the Jewish
people, the seventh day of the week was Saturday — thus
Resurrection Sunday was the eighth day and set forth a new
order for believers.

Witnessing Stewardship in
Our St. Michael Faith Family
go to Church or not each weekend. But as we’ve grown in
our faith and the kids have grown with us, it’s become not
if we’re going to attend Mass, but instead when are we going
to attend. Prayer has become a huge part of our family life.
My wife and I each have individual prayers that we pray
daily and my wife is very involved in Eucharistic Adoration.
We also pray Night Prayer each evening with our six kids.
They’ll remind us that we need to pray, too. For example,
my 3-year-old will remind us often that we need to stop and
say grace before meals.

Parishioner Bill Eddy with his wife, Jackie, and their children.

T

his month, we spoke with parishioner Bill Eddy, who
shared with us his perspective on the journey of
stewardship.

How long have you been a parishioner and in what
ministries/groups at the parish are you involved?
My wife Jackie and I have been parishioners at St. Michael’s
for about 15 years now. During that time, I have served
as an Extraordinary Minister of Holy Communion and a
sacristan. My wife has helped out with the Funeral Luncheons and we chair together the Chicken Dinner for the
Fall Festival.
What do you do as part of your life of prayer — individually, as a couple, or as a family? When my wife
and I first got married, we would decide if we wanted to

How do you live your life as a steward of God’s gifts? I
think stewardship is always evolving and changing as we grow in
our faith. As a family, I try to teach my kids that stewardship is part
of who we are. It’s easy to kneel down and pray when we are at
church, but when we’re outside in the world some people really
struggle to show their faith. Yet, that’s something that I have really
come to love. For example, when we plan a trip as a family, we
always make a point of finding what church we’ll attend Mass at
— and then, in general, just finding ways to show my faith outside
of Mass. I like the fact that my kids are totally comfortable praying,
no matter where we are.
What are some ways you use to grow yourself and your
family as disciples of Christ? A lot of it has to do with
choices that we’ve made in our lives. We had to make the choice
to involve God in our lives first. From there, besides just attending Mass, my wife and I began attending retreats together. There,
we’ve been able to build some really strong friendships. And I think
when we surrounded ourselves by people who are strong in their
faith like that, it makes all the difference in your own faith life. It
really calls you on to do more and become a better disciple. We’ve
also been serving the Church and helping with the things like the
Festival now for the past six years. I think that has really shown our
children what it means to be a disciple of Christ. They get in there
and work right alongside us, and I think they’re learning what
stewardship means in general much earlier than I did.
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Sunday Mass
Saturday Vigil, 5:00 p.m.
Sunday, 8:00 a.m., 10:30 a.m., 6:00 p.m.
Daily Mass
Monday, 7:30 a.m.
Tuesday, 6:30 p.m.
Thursday, 7:30 a.m.
Friday, 7:45 a.m.
Sacrament of Reconciliation
Saturday, 7:30 a.m. - 9:00 a.m.,
3:30 p.m. - 4:45 p.m.
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. - 10:15 a.m.
Tuesday, 5:15 p.m. - 6:15 p.m.
Thursday, 8:00 a.m. - 8:30 a.m.

VISIT US ON FACEBOOK
https://www.facebook.com/stmcatholicchurch

Quotes for Catholic Living
“Whoever doesn’t seek the cross of Christ doesn’t seek the glory of Christ.” — St. John of the Cross

Meet Dave Ferry continued from front cover
For Dave, this position also offers him an opportunity to
deepen his faith.
“We love our parish, and I enjoy being able to serve it on a
daily basis, immersed in parish life,” Dave says. “We are a growing community and need to build our infrastructure to serve our
mission. I am hoping to contribute to making that happen.”
In the coming years, Dave also looks forward to helping promote the model of stewardship as a way of life at St. Michael’s.
“The stewardship way of life is a great working model to
reinforce and communicate our identity — who we are as a parish and what we are trying to accomplish,” Dave says. “There is
a longstanding Catholic legacy here, and stewardship can serve
as a springboard to take St. Michael’s to the next level in building
on that legacy.”

The Ferry family

“The stewardship way of life is a great working model to reinforce and communicate our identity, who we are as a parish and what we are trying to accomplish.
There is a longstanding Catholic legacy here, and stewardship can serve as a springboard to take us to the next level in building on that legacy.” — Dave Ferry

